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Woman has to make 35-mile round trip to grave 



Report by Amardeep Bassey 


A HEARTBROKEN widow 
has been denied permission 
to move her husband’s ash¬ 
es from a Walsall church to a 
graveyard nearer her home. 

Beryl Osborne, aged 66, from Hed- 
nesford, had pleaded with the Chan¬ 
cellor of the Diocese of Lichfield, Ste¬ 
phen Eyre QC. 

But he refused her request to exhume her 
late husband Terry Osborne’s ashes, currently 
buried at St Gabriels church in Fullbrook. 

Mrs Osborne wanted them moved to Our 
Lady of Lourdes in Uxbridge Street so she 
could guarantee a burial spot next to his. 

In turning down the application Mr Eyre QC 
told the former medical re¬ 
ceptionist: “It is not open 
to the court to authorise 
an exhumation and rein¬ 
ternment simply in order 
to make it easier for the 
bereaved to visit the grave 
of the deceased.” 

Retired decorator Mr 
Osborne died in a car 
crash in July 2012 aged 
67 two years after being 
diagnosed with terminal 
prostate cancer. 

The couple had been 
regular worshippers at St Gabriels church in 
Fullbrook, Walsall, since 2006 where Mr Os¬ 
borne served as a church warden and where 
Mrs Osborne’s parents are buried. 

Walking 

She said: “A few years earlier we had booked 
and paid for a burial plot at the church for us 
because it felt the natural thing to do at that 
time. His funeral was well-attended and his 
ashes were buried in our chosen spot which I 
would regularly visit.” 

The couple were drawn towards Roman Ca¬ 
tholicism before Mr Osborne’s death and they 
spent less time at St Gabriels. “It dawned on 
me a few months after Terry’s death that I 
should double check my burial spot was still 
fixed despite me leaving that church and I was 
told that there was no guarantee of it even 
though I’d paid for it years earlier,” said grand- 
mother-of-10 Mrs Osborne. 

Moving the ashes to Our Lady of Lourdes 
church would have also put them within walk¬ 
ing distance of Mrs Osborne’s home saving her 
a 35-mile round trip to St Gabriel’s. Her ap¬ 
plication was backed by her four children, the 
Parochial Church Council of St Gabriel’s and 
the parish priest at Our Lady of Lourdes. 



Beryl Osborne 
seen with Terry 


WINTER REINS AT MUSEUM WITH VICTORIAN DAYS 



Claire Taylor off to the hobby horse races during Victorian days at the Walsall Leather Museum, as part of their special events 


WALSALL Leather Museum is getting ready 
to hold Victorian days for schools in the bor¬ 
ough. The museum, which has done plenty of 
work with schools in the past, wants to help 
children learn and understand more about 
the Victorian period. The Victorian day will 
coincide with the national curriculum as 
learning about the Victorian period is already 
part of teachers’ plans. 

David Nills, one of two assistant curators 
at the museum, said the day would consist 


of music, learning and a walk around the 
town. He said: “The Victorian day will con¬ 
sist of music with a sing-song and getting the 
children to enter into the spirit of the debate 
about whether children should be protected 
in law from overworking or if they should 
have the chance to go to school as did happen 
towards the end of the Victorian period. 

“We have great Victorian heritage in Wal¬ 
sall and we also want to take the children 
around the town showing them things such 


as old Victorian-style buildings.” Two of the 
schools that have signed up already are Lea- 
more Primary School on Bloxwich Road and 
Butts Primary School on Teddesley Street. 

Its been a successful year for the museum. 
Its involvement with schools has risen by 11 
per cent. Mr Nills also added the museum is 
looking for retired leatherworkers to help out, 
meeting and greeting visitors, showing their 
expertise and assisting with Victorian days. 
Anyone interested can call 01922 652288. 


RETAIL 

Public urged to have 
say on Aldi store bid 

SUPERMARKET giant Aldi has announced 
plans to build a new store in Great Barr. 

The retailer already has a site on the 
Birmingham Road. Residents will get the 
chance to have their say at a public exhibi¬ 
tion that Aldi are holding today, Thursday, 
at Pheasey Park Farm Community Centre, 
in Hillingford Avenue, from 3-7pm. 

Councillor Adrian Andrew, who repre¬ 
sents the ward, said: “Residents must have 
their views heard and it is essential that Bir¬ 
mingham Planning Department take on our 
views as immediate neighbours.” 

IMMIGRATION 

Peaceful protest 
pledge by group 

ORGANISERS of the United Patriots 
march in Walsall have said that police 
will be at the event, as they again in¬ 
sisted that it will be a peaceful affair. 

The event, ‘United Patriots: Walsall 
Protest against extreme Islamism & 
uncontrolled immigration’, is sched¬ 
uled for February 27 but organisers 
said they won’t confirm the finer details 
until February 20. In a Facebook post, 
someone known only as Ryan, said: 
“This event is welcome for everyone 
to attend, even families with children.” 

EMERGENCY 

Family unharmed as 
garage hit by blaze 

A GARAGE at a family home was left gut¬ 
ted after a severe fire. A total of 15 firefight¬ 
ers were called to the house in Willenhall 
on Sunday at 11,30pm. 

The family were inside at the time, but all 
managed to get out safely and unharmed. 

However, the garage, in Waite Road, 
Portobello, was left with blackened walls 
and fire-damaged debris strewn across 
the floor. Willenhall Fire Station Crew Com¬ 
mander Trev Allers said: “We returned to 
the scene early at 7am Monday morning 
to clarify that everything was okay. The job 
was made safe.” 


INSIDE 


LEXI’S HOPING TO 
FACE THE FUTURE 



abbey blinds j| abbey curtains abbey cushions 



WE MANUFACTURE, 
SUPPLY & FIT 
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abbey blinds 
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Teen knocked off bike in hit-and-run 



Aaron with the wing mirror 


A TEENAGER was knocked off his 
bike by a speeding motorist in suspect¬ 
ed a hit-and-run. 

Aaron Bates, aged 18, and from Pel- 
sall, was lucky to escape serious inju¬ 
ries in the collision, sustaining cuts and 
bruises only but was left shaken up by 
the incident. 

It happened last Monday at around 
5.45pm as the Walsall College student 
was riding his bright green-coloured 
bike along Little Aston Road in Aldridge 
towards the Fairlawns Hotel. 

He said: “I was on my way to work, 


there was absolutely no cars on the 
other side of the road. The next thing 
I knew I felt a hit on my arm and I just 
went flying all over the place. 

“I didn’t know what was going on.” 

The teen, who works as a pot washer 
at the hotel and is studying at college 
to be a chef, did not see much of the ve¬ 
hicle because it came from behind him. 

But he managed to recover the sil¬ 
ver-coloured wing mirror which was 
knocked off in the collision and after re¬ 
searching the serial number has found 
that it comes from a Vauxhall. How¬ 


ever, Aaron is also stunned that the 
driver of another vehicle who arrived 
at the scene shortly after did not stop 
to see if was okay. He added: “When it 
happened I was quite shocked. The car 
just disappeared. He must have known 
he had hit me. He had got to have been 
going 60mph and it is only a 40mph 
road.” 

A West Midlands Police spokesman 
said they were investigating and asked 
for anyone who has any details on the 
incident to contact 101 quoting incident 
reference 2456 of January 4. 


Region escapes worst 
of hospital pressures 


WINTER pressures have seen 
hospitals across the UK turn 
people away from A&E and oth¬ 
ers cancel operations. 

Black alerts have been issued at 
some hospitals in the country, which 
means they cannot cope with the 
number of patients. 

However, while busy, hospitals in the 
Black Country have not reached a tipping 
point - but people have been encouraged 
not to attend A&E centres unless it is nec¬ 
essary. 

Bosses at Walsall Healthcare NHS Trust, 
The Dudley Group NHS Foundation Trust, 
The Royal Wolverhampton NHS Trust, 
University Hospitals of Midlands NHS 
Trust and Sandwell and West Birmingham 
Hospitals NHS Trust have confirmed they 
have not issued black alerts. 

As the effects of winter continue to bite, 
some treatment centres across the country 
urged patients to only attend A&E in emer¬ 
gencies. 

Dr Jonathan Odum, medical director at 
The Royal Wolverhampton NHS Trust, 
said: “The NHS across the country faces 
extremely difficult challenges throughout 
winter and we are no exception. 

Message 

“We are experiencing record levels of ad¬ 
missions, ambulance arrivals and experi¬ 
encing delays in discharging patients which 
is resulting in extra pressure on available 
bed space for those that really need them. 

“It is important that together with our 
partners across the health economy, we 
get the message across to the population 
we serve that they should stay away from 
hospital unless it is absolutely necessary. 

“People should only come to hospital or 
dial 999 if they are really seriously ill or 
have a life-threatening condition or injury, 
like choking, chest pain, blood loss, black¬ 
ing out or a serious injury.” 

Meanwhile, Essex has been suffering 
problems, with Southend University Hos¬ 
pital NHS Foundation Trust and Basildon 
and Thurrock University Hospitals NHS 
Foundation Trust both on black alert. 

Also, all three of Norfolk’s main hos¬ 
pitals - the Queen Elizabeth Hospital, 
the Norfolk and Norwich, and the James 
Paget Hospital - have also experienced 
black alerts. 


Museum bus to get back on the road 



Aston Manor Road Transport Museum volunteer, Malcolm Hoffman, of Oldbury, at work on the Optare vehicle 


IT was once used to ferry people to 
and from a shopping centre before 
a life as a community outreach ve¬ 
hicle for the police. 

Now an iconic blue and yellow 
emblazoned minibus operates as 
a travelling exhibition vehicle for 
Aston Manor Transport Museum 
in Aldridge where is it being re¬ 
vamped in a bid to get it back on 
the road. The bus has been out of 
use since October due to problems 
with rust and now volunteers, 
headed up by Malcolm Hoffman, 


are busy carrying out repairs to 
get it back in action. It was used to 
take people to the Merry Hill shop¬ 
ping centre in Dudley. 

Museum chairman Martin Fisher 
said: “It was run by a minibus firm 
in Merry Hill and then in 1996 they 
sold it to Travel West Midlands. 

“It is fully converted with a coun¬ 
ter in the back and bench seating. 
It went out of service and we got it 
in 2014. We have kitted it out with 
displays about the museum and 
taken it to a number of events. “ 


In December the museum an¬ 
nounced they had seen their great¬ 
est number of visitors in its 35-year 
history with more than 5,500 peo¬ 
ple through the doors in 2015. 

Mr Fisher said the key to sus¬ 
tained success of the venue was 
being able to get the word out 
about what the museum offers 
which the bus was a major part of. 

He said they had decided to re¬ 
move it from the road in October 
and were hoping to get it back in 
use by the middle of next month. 


Newly-built 
family room 
for hospice 
is launched 

A CHILDREN’S hospice in Walsall has 
officially opened its newly-built family 
accommodation, with the help of two fa¬ 
mous footballers. 

The two-storey extension at Acorns in 
Walstead Road, which offers a home for 
relatives of the children in its care, was 
opened by Cynthia Bradbury and Brian 
McKee from Keyfuels, which has helped 
to fund furnishings. 

They were joined by Aston Villa play¬ 
ers Joleon Lescott and Ciaran Clark. 

Ann Smallman, head of care at Acorns 
in the Black Country, said: “We are de¬ 
lighted that we can now offer families a 
real home from home environment so 
they can relax in comfortable surround¬ 
ings while their child is at Acorns. 

“Whether it’s a first stay as part of 
series of visits, or when a child is at 
the end of their life, families can stay 
together at the hospice and make them¬ 
selves at home.” 

The building features two double and 
twin bedrooms with room for cots on the 
first floor, as well as a bathroom with 
a shower, a kitchen diner and a lounge 
area. The ground floor is being used to 
store medical equipment, specialist beds 
and hospice furniture. 

A therapy room within the extension 
will mean the hospice can offer comple¬ 
mentary therapy sessions, counselling 
and group work. Ms Smallman said: 
“It’s wonderful to see the completion of 
this project. The needs of our children 
and families are hugely varied and the 
new facility gives us the chance to better 
meet these needs.” 

Roadworks set 
to cause chaos 

TWO weeks of roadworks through the 
centre of Wednesbury are feared to 
cause chaos for motorists. 

Holyhead Road will be dug up for gas 
pipes to be replaced. Work is due to start 
on Monday and continue until February 
2. Temporary traffic lights will be in 
place while the work is carried out. 

The road is regularly swamped with 
traffic during rush hour, including shop¬ 
pers using the Morrisons supermarket. 

Wednesbury councillor Elaine Costi- 
gan said motorists should avoid Holy- 
head Road if possible while the work is 
ongoing. She said: “If people can avoid 
Holyhead Road they should do so. Peo¬ 
ple who are shopping have got no choice 
- there is only one route to Morrisons. It 
will be horrendous but it is something 
that has got to be done.” 

Talks go ahead on 
traveller site plans 

CONTROVERSIAL plans for a traveller 
site in Essington were due to be the sub¬ 
ject of two public meetings this month. 

The plan is for a gipsy site in Long 
Lane, Newtown, and to extend an exist¬ 
ing site in Bursnips Road. South Staffs 
Council must find 33 pitches by 2028. 
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Boy racers 
on the rise 
in spite of 
injunction 

AN area in Walsall has seen an in¬ 
crease in boy racers despite a high 
court injunction being served to help 
police combat the problem. 

West Midlands Police say they have 
received a number of calls reporting 
car cruising taking place on Sunday 
nights at Brickyard Road and May- 
brook Industrial Estate, situated in 
Aldridge. 

In February last year Wolverhamp¬ 
ton, Dudley, Walsall and Sandwell 
councils were granted a High Court 
injunction to be used by police to 
help combat car cruising with initial 
reports suggesting the crime was de¬ 
creasing. 

However, Sgt Joanne Winters, 
of the Aldridge Central and South 
Neighbourhood team, said: “Over 
the last few weeks we have received 
a small number of calls regarding car 
cruising which can be seen and heard 
from 11pm on a Sunday evening at 
Brickyard Road and Maybrook Indus¬ 
trial Estate in Aldridge. 

“Since the granting of the High 
Court Injunction the car cruising 
problems in the Aldridge area had 
subsided however it is evident from 
the calls received over the last few 
weeks that a small minority of indi¬ 
viduals have slowly started to trickle 
back to the area causing a nuisance to 
local residents and road users. 

“The local neighbourhood team to¬ 
gether with other police departments 
are monitoring the car cruisers activ¬ 
ity and will be looking to positively po¬ 
lice and enforce the injunction which 
has been granted.” 

MR warns of a 
'bleak future’ 

A WALSALL MP has claimed Willen- 
hall is set for a ‘bleak future’ if rent 
increases force market traders to 
leave. 

The borough council is planning 
to increase rates for traders at the 
town’s market by £5 a day in an effort 
to generate an extra £44,000 a year in 
income. 

David Winnick MP, said: “The pro¬ 
posed rent increases for Willenhall 
market traders seems to show a con¬ 
tinued grudge by the Tories against 
the town. The market is not only im¬ 
portant for the town, but it also pro¬ 
vides in many instances business for 
shops as well. 

“It will be a bleak future if rent in¬ 
creases finish off most of the market 
stalls.” 

Join Race for Life 
due at arboretum 

ENTRIES for Walsall’s Race for Life 
2016 have opened. People can now 
sign up for the 5k or 10k online at 
http: //raceforlife .cancer r esearchuk. 
org/ The runs take place at Walsall 
Arboretum on Sunday, May 15. 


Lexi aiming to be Next Top Model 



Alex Kelly, aged 17, from Walsall 


A 19-year-old from Walsall is vying to 
become Britain’s Next Top Model. 

Alex Kelly, known as Lexi, is one of 
15 contestants on the latest series of 
the reality TV show. The show, which 
is to begin airing today, Thursday, fol¬ 
lows 15 would-be models as they take 
on weekly challenges in the hope of 
winning a modelling contract. 

Lexi applied for the show after 
wanting to be a model since she was 
a little girl.In her profile on BNTM’s 
website, Lexi describes herself as 
a five-foot-nine-inch event hostess. 
She says she loves her job because 


she likes meeting people. She also 
revealed that she’s a dress size eight, 
her favourite feature is her eyes and 
her least favourite is her height. 

She lists her favourite models as 
Cindy Crawford, Yasmin Le Bon, 
Naomi Campbell, Claudia Schiffer, 
Tyra Banks and Elle Macpherson, 
and her favourite designers as Fendi, 
Michael Kors and Chanel. 

Expendables star Liam Hemsworth 
is Lexi’s celebrity crush. In her audi¬ 
tion video which was posted onto You¬ 
Tube, she said: “I want to be Britain’s 
Next Top Model because I think it’s 


such an amazing opportunity. This 
industry is so hard and to have the 
help and support of an amazing panel 
and crazy photographers it’s just an 
amazing opportunity that I couldn’t 
pass up. 

“I’m so excited, I’ve wanted this 
since I was a little girl.” The show, 
which has previously been called 
Britain & Ireland’s Next Top Model, 
is back for its tenth series but on a 
new channel and with new judges. 

Previously on Sky Living, BNTM 
will now air on Thursday’s on digital 
channel Lifetime. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Call for help on 
Dora celebration 

MUSICIANS and dancers are want¬ 
ed to help celebrate what would have 
been the 184th birthday of a Walsall 
icon. 

Staff and residents at Hilton Road 
Retirement House are looking for a 
brass band and anyone with a knowl¬ 
edge of Victorian dancing to help 
them mark what would have been 
Sister Dora’s birthday. 

The group is planning to perform a 
dance in honour of Sister Dora, who 
died in 1878. 

Anyone who can help should call 
01922 622 778 

Booking up for 
museum event 

BOOKBINDERS will be helping peo¬ 
ple to make their own antique key 
book at Walsall Leather Museum. 

Nick Well and Dawn Thornton will 
be leading the craft session from 10am 
until 4pm on January 23. 

Visitors will be able to create a 
leatherbound book which can be used 
as a journal, notebook, sketchbook or 
album and which is held closed with a 
decorative reproduction key. The full 
leather cover, which includes a pocket 
on the back, can be decorated or per¬ 
sonalised. There is a fee to take part 
and to book call 01922 652288. 

Dojo announces 
dates for camps 

DATES for popular karate camps 
have been announced by Walsall Ka¬ 
rate Dojo. 

They will be running during half- 
term breaks and the summer holidays. 

Any child aged between four and 12 
can take part in the camps whether 
they are a member or not. 

Each day’s activities run from 9am 
until 3pm. 

The camp will run from February 
15 to 19. To book a place email steven- 
carless@hotmail.com 

Chamber to hold 
information sessions 

MEMBERS of the Black Country 
Chamber of Commerce can take ad¬ 
vantage of a new series of information 
sessions. 

They will be delivered by chamber 
members. The first session will be on 
January 20 at Molineux and delivered 
by a team at George Green LLP. 

The sessions will have a different 
topic each time. Visit www.black- 
countrychamber.co.uk/bcc-events, 
call 01902 912 305, or email events@ 
blackcountry chamber .co .uk 

Walk into the valley 

THE Walsall Group of the Ramblers 
is hosting their next walk this Satur¬ 
day - four to five miles from Oak Park 
Leisure Centre into Sandwell Valley. 

The meeting point is the car park 
of the centre at 9.30 am. More infor¬ 
mation can be obtained from the walk 
leader on 01922 611714. 


Caparo industries debts 
shown to total £l 60 m 


THE Caparo engineering group col¬ 
lapsed with more than £160million 
of debt, it has been revealed. 

The Black Country-based firm called in 
administrators in October and its collapse 
led to the loss of around 500 jobs. 

Although some companies within the group 
could not be saved, the administrators, from 
PwC, were able to sell off other parts in deals 
that saved more than 1,100 jobs. 

But documents filed by PwC at Companies 
House reveal the scale of the woes that dragged 
down Caparo Industries, founded in the late 
1960s by tycoon Lord Paul. 

His son Angad, the 45-year-old chief execu¬ 
tive of Caparo Industries, died in a fall from his 
eighth floor penthouse home in Central London 
three weeks after the collapse. 

A statement of affairs filed by PwC with 
Companies House shows total liabilities for 
the group of £163.7m, including £45.6m owned 
to the group pension fund. It also lists finan¬ 
cial assets with a book value of around £50m 
that the administrators expect will release just 
£73,000. 

Supplying 

The team from PwC was called in to take 
over in October, given the job of trying to raise 
as much as possible top pay off creditors rang¬ 
ing from the taxman, banks and Caparo’s em¬ 
ployees to a string of companies supplying the 
group with services such as recruitment and 
catering. There are also a string of loans be¬ 
tween companies with the Caparo group. 

The sale of businesses, most of them to 
the Gupta family’s Liberty House group, will 
raise money for the creditors, as will the sale 
of equipment and stock from businesses that 
were shut down, such as Caparo Atlas Fasten¬ 
ings in Darlaston. 

Meanwhile, a statement of administrators’ 
proposals from PwC has revealed last-minute 
efforts by management. The document, filed 
with Birmingham High Court last month, says: 
“In September 2015 the group entered into 
discussions with its key stakeholders in an at¬ 
tempt to implement a turnaround divestment 
plan, which would have required significant 
further funding. 

“The group and key stakeholders were not 
able to reach an agreement and as a result, the 
directors concluded, having sought relevant 
advice, that they could no longer avoid an in¬ 
solvency process.” 


Rubbish bags left to pile up at flats 



Resident Anthony Hadley-Western, from Stroud Avenue, with the overflowing pile of uncollected rubbish 


RUBBISH left to pile up at a set of 
flats in Willenhall, attracting rats 
and foxes, according to residents, 
was due to be collected this week. 

Bags of waste generated over 
Christmas have overflowed from 
the bin store at homes in Stroud 
Avenue and spilled out on to the 
pavement. 

Residents have said the binmen 
who have come to collect the rub¬ 
bish have only taken pictures of 
it. Anthony Hadley-Western, who 
lives at Stroud Avenue, said nei¬ 
ther Walsall Council, who collect 
refuse, or Walsall Housing Group, 
the landlords, had taken responsi¬ 
bility so far. He said: “Our group 


of flats hasn’t had our rubbish col¬ 
lected since December 20. 

“I have had several conversa¬ 
tions with WHG about it. We have 
already had rats ripping the bags 
open as well as foxes. But still 
nothing is being done about it.” 

In response to the concerns 
both organisations vowed to ad¬ 
dress the problems swiftly. Wal¬ 
sall Councillor Louise Harrison, 
responsible for Clean and Green, 
said: “I can confirm that the waste 
at Stroud Avenue is due to be col¬ 
lected by Monday. The unprece¬ 
dented level of waste we’ve had to 
deal with over the holiday at multi 
occupancy locations is really about 


waste management. As a result we 
will be seeking to meet with land¬ 
lords to look at joint working to 
prevent this from happening in 
the future.” 

WHG were quick to echo the 
council’s response. Gary Brookes, 
Director of Housing at WHG, 
said: “We understand our cus¬ 
tomers’ concerns and WHG has 
been working closely with Walsall 
Council to ensure bin collections 
can be carried out at our blocks. 

“The council now has a plan in 
place and we will be supporting 
it as it aims to remove all waste 
from our blocks by the end of next 
week.” 
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THE BEST OF 

PETER * \fk 
RHODES l; 


SIDDHARTHA Dhar, the British man sus¬ 
pected of appearing in the latest Islamic 
State murder video, was arrested in Lon¬ 
don in 2014. He was accused of belonging 
to the banned group Al-Muhajiroun and 
released on police bail. A few hours later 
he and his family simply hopped on a bus 
to Paris and then travelled to IS-controlled 
Syria. You may like to ponder this the 
next time some grinning security official 
confiscates your shampoo at the airport, 
or some pompous politician thunders on 
about “protecting our borders.” Dhar’s 
case is yet more proof that, whether un¬ 
desirables are coming or going, Britain’s 
borders are about as secure as a colander. 

ANYONE who remembers the drought 
of 1976 will be wary about the latest plans 
to dredge rivers to let these billions of gal¬ 
lons of unwanted flood water escape into 
the sea as quickly as possible. Come Au¬ 
gust, we may wish we’d saved a bit. 

YES, it was petty, vindictive and 
short-sighted. But the most worrying thing 
about Jeremy Corbyn’s shadow cabinet 
reshuffle was that it was agonisingly slow. 
Assuming he ever got to Downing Street, 
how would this great thinker, debater, ne¬ 
gotiator and all-round procrastinator react 
to a sudden crisis? 

FOR four days the German media ig¬ 
nored an inconvenient truth. It was that on 
New Year’s Eve a gang of up to 1,000 boys 
and men of North African or Arab appear¬ 
ance had poured into Cologne to rape, 
grope, mug and generally terrify women 
in what appeared to be a planned assault. 

The local police 
chief describes 
the outrage as 
“a completely 
new dimension 
of crime.” There 
were similar in¬ 
cidents in other 
German cities. 
A mass pro¬ 
test by women 
followed, Chancellor Merkel has 
expressed her disgust and the media 
have, at last, taken up the story (“Cologne 
inquiry into ‘co-ordinated’ New Year’s Eve 
sex attacks” - Guardian, etc). It is bad 
enough that such a thing could have hap¬ 
pened and been hushed up by the forc¬ 
es of political correctness. But it raises a 
truly terrifying question. If 1,000 alienated 
young males can organise an attack in the 
heart of a Western city for sexual purpos¬ 
es, what else might they do? 

E-CIGARETTES may soon be available 
on prescription to help smokers give up the 
habit. One of the biggest manufacturers of 
these vaping devices is British American 
Tobacco. Which means our beloved NHS 
could soon be handing millions of pounds 
of our taxes over to the fag-makers. 

SWITCHED on the radio to hear some 
totally disconnected sound-bite? I tuned 
in to catch a debate on Marks & Spencer 
where someone was “getting his teeth into 
the women’s wear issue.” 



Don't miss Peter 
Rhodes every Mon¬ 
day to Friday in your 
Express & Star 


Club is new chapter for bookshop 



Southcart Books, in Lower Hall Lane 


A POPULAR independent book¬ 
shop is set to launch a club for 
enthusiastic readers living in the 
borough. 

Southcart Books, the only inde¬ 
pendent book shop in the town cen¬ 
tre, will run a book club on the last 
Saturday of every month, starting 
on January 30. 

Each month will see a guest au¬ 
thor invited, with Walsall’s own 
Lucy Onions kicking things off. 


The author will be reading from 
and discussing her latest book 
Shout The Call. 

Scott Southey, who owns South¬ 
cart Books, said: “The club is open 
to anyone who loves books and 
likes to have a good old chat about 
them. 

“As well as concentrating on a 
different local author each month, 
all club members will be encour¬ 
aged to talk about their favourite 


books and what they are currently 
reading. 

“If people cannot attend the 
clubs but would still like to get in¬ 
volved, we have pages on Facebook, 
Instagram and Twitter so that peo¬ 
ple can follow the fun.” 

The book club will be held at 
Southcart Books, based in Lower 
Hall Lane. 

For further information, contact 
Southcart Books on 07528 144 837. 


137 jobs are saved in 
Laidlaw rescue deal 


Report by Simon Penfold 

MORE than 130 jobs have 
been saved at a Willenhall 
firm in a rescue deal that will 
see £4 million pumped back 
into the business. 

Laidlaw Architectural Iron¬ 
mongery and its Balustrading 
Solutions sister business, both 
in Strawberry Lane, had been 
dragged into administration by 
the collapse of their parent group 
Laidlaw Interiors just before 
Christmas. 

It left 137 workers in Willenhall 
fearing for their futures. 

They all returned to work after 
the Christmas break last week to the 
news that 400 of their colleagues at 
a sister firm in Derby had been laid 
off after administrators from Deloitte 
had been unable to find a buyer. 

But the Willenhall firm is to get a 
fresh lease of life after being bought 
by Intrinsic Equity, the investment 
arm of Birmingham-based corporate 
finance group Orbis Partners. The 
majority of the trade and assets of 
Laidlaw Architectural Ironmongery 
and Balustrading Solutions has been 
sold to a newly-formed company. 

Investment 

The business, which has made door 
handles and plates for the building 
industry for more than 140 years, 
is also benefitting from £4m in in¬ 
vestment from Intrinsic Equity and 
Leumi ABL. 

James Grenfell, principal at In¬ 
trinsic Equity, said: “Laidlaw is a 
fantastic business that has suffered 
largely as a result of significant ongo¬ 
ing losses in Leaderflush Shapland, a 
sister division within the group. The 
core business has always been profit¬ 
able and provides a great platform for 
us to focus on Laidlaw’s strong brand 
recognition and ability to deliver com¬ 
plex ironmongery solutions.” 

The new owners said the Willen¬ 
hall business boasted a turnover of 
£20m last year and generated a profit 
of more than £500,000. The business 
employs 137 people across eight sites 
in UK who have all transferred across 
to the new business. 


Councillors bank on financial success 



Branch manager Stephen Breen with left, councillors Mike Bird and Adrian Andrew 


SWEDISH Banking Group 
Handelsbanken has opened 
its first branch at a £3.3mil- 
lion landmark building in 
Walsall town centre. 

The Stockholm-head¬ 
quartered company is on 
the ground floor of the new 
Jhoots Pharmacy base in 
the heart of the town’s Gi- 
gaport development. 

Work on the £3.3m, 
20,000 sq ft building is due 
to be completed within 
weeks. Handelsbanken 
branch manager Stephen 
Breen said: “Our long¬ 
term investment in Wal¬ 
sall reflects our belief and 
confidence in the immense 
potential of the town, its 
people and its business com¬ 
munity. 

“If you’re thinking of 
moving home, expanding 
your business, or simply 
want to change your exist¬ 
ing banking arrangements, 
we would be delighted to 
hear from you.” 

Walsall Council deputy 
leader Councillor Adrian 
Andrew said: “I am de¬ 
lighted with the role that I 
and Councillor Bird played 
in securing Handelsbanken 
in to the Jhoots building. 
Our experience of bringing 
investment to this town 
enables us to link the right 
people together to create a 
stronger economy in Wal¬ 
sall. 

“We’re fortunate in Wal¬ 
sall to have a number of 
exciting projects currently 
on site and in the pipeline 
that will create exceptional 
places where people can live, 
work and relax. “ 

Founded in Sweden 143 
years ago, Handelsbanken 
began trading in the UK in 
1982 and now operates in 25 
countries. 


Poundland 
shares fall 
as festive 
trading hit 

SHARES in Willenhall-based Pound- 
land have slumped after it revealed 
tough trading on the high street this 
Christmas with a drop in customer 
numbers. 

But its overall takings were boosted 
by its £55 million takeover of 99p 
Stores last year, which helped hike 
sales revenue by 30 per cent to almost 
£425 million in the 13 weeks to De¬ 
cember 27. 

Shares in the £1 for everything 
chain, which has its head office in Wil¬ 
lenhall and a major distribution site 
in Bilston, fell more than 10 per cent 
after the trading update, to an all time 
low of 171p. 

Chief executive Jim McCarthy, said: 
“Total sales in the third quarter in¬ 
creased by 30.1 per cent on a constant 
currency basis and our Christmas and 
Halloween ranges were our best ever. 

“However, the trading conditions 
that we experienced in November 
continued through the third quarter, 
with high street customer numbers 
down year on year and this has im¬ 
pacted sales growth.” 

Despite this, Mr McCarthy said he 
was very encouraged by the sales up¬ 
lifts of converted 99p Stores and by 
the speed and efficiency of the con¬ 
version process and that he expected 
the store conversion programme to be 
substantially complete by the end of 
April. 

The group remains on track to open 
around 70 net new Poundland and 
Dealz stores in the UK and Ireland 
in the full year and around 60 in the 
next financial year. 

Plaque put up in 
memory of Hilda 

A PLAQUE has been unveiled at the 
home of a late Willenhall woman to 
mark her contribution to the commu¬ 
nity. Hilda Creaney had become well- 
known in the town 
particularly for dec¬ 
orating her house, 
on Hall Street, elab¬ 
orately each year 
for Christmas. 

She also did a lot 
of work for people 
with learning disa¬ 
bilities. Ms Creaney 
died in 2013, aged 
70, following a short 
battle with cancer. At midday last Fri¬ 
day, a plaque, organised by the Wil¬ 
lenhall of Old group, was unveiled at 
her home in recognition of her work 
in the town. 

Councillor Diane Coughlan, who 
represents Willenhall, said: “Hilda 
did a lot in the community from the 
early 1980s. She dressed her house up 
for Christmas when no-one else was 
doing it and it has been dressed up 
ever since. But children used to post 
letters to a post box on the front and 
she Hilda would answer everyone one 
of them. She was a real community ac¬ 
tivist and absolutely lived for her fam¬ 
ily. She has been sadly missed since.” 



Hilda Creaney 


O fires & 

fireolaces 


Gm?QI3IZ7[3E[IE13G0 



Si 

SpecialM a/ t/a ‘Ttetmuw StwM, 

Specialists in finest quality bespoke 
Gas and Electric fires and surrounds 

FULL FITTING, 

DELIVERY SERVICE AND 
HOME SURVEY AVAILABLE 

New range of log 
burners in store 


Opening hours Monday - Friday 10am - 5pm Saturday 10 am - 4 pm 

Jl §B __ Unit 6, Arrow Industrial Estate, Straight Road 

1 ^ 1 lElLiS Short Heath, Willenhall WV12 5RA 

www.firesandfireplaceswillenhall.co.uk 01922 475222 




Vertical & Roller Blinds 
New season fabrics now available 


5 YEAR GUARANTEE 


Also available 

• Romans • Pleated 

• Conservatory Roof Blinds 

• Wood Venetians 

• Venetian Blinds 

• Curved Tracks for Bay Windows 

FREEPHONE 

0800 5875270 

Open Seven Days a Week 

0121 429 3169 


FREE Home Quote. FAST Delivery 
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SUNDAY DINING 


THREE COURSES 
FOR £10.00 

Bookings are being taken for 
Sunday Dinner reservations. 

Last seating at 3pm 

We are not licensed but you 
are welcome to bring your own 
alcohol. If you could kindly 
dispose of the empty bottles or 
cans yourself we would greatly 
appreciate it, Thank You 

5 Lazy Hill, Aldridge 
WS9 8RW Tel: 01922 452270 
Sunday Opening Times - 
8.30am - 3.30pm 


O 


BREAKFAST: 

Please see our Facebook page 
Teresa Mincher for menu 
Sunday Dining Menu 
STARTERS: 

Prawn Cocktail 
Soup of the Day 
Melton Boat 
MAIN: 

£7.50 

Roast Beef/Pork/Gammon 
OR Vegetable Bake 
Served with Fresh Mash 
Roast Potatoes 
Seasonal Vegetables 
Cauliflower Cheese 
Yorkshire Pudding 
DESSERTS: 
Selection of 
desserts available 


















































Canine crisis 
as stray dog 
referrals are 
on increase 

WALSALL is facing an increasing fi¬ 
nancial burden due to a ‘canine cri¬ 
sis’, it has been claimed. 

Darlaston councillor Doug James 
has said not-for-profit site K9 Search 
UK, which acts as a database record 
for stray dogs in the West Midlands, 
is struggling to cope with the amount 
of referrals it receives. 

The councillor also claimed that 
people who don’t keep dogs they pur¬ 
chase or are given over the festive 
period put ‘huge pressures’ on volun¬ 
teers and councils. 

He said: “The financial burden of 
stray dogs is on the increase and the 
age old saying ‘a dog is for life’ ap¬ 
pears to be falling on deaf ears. Some 
councils have outsourced their ser¬ 
vices, often caring volunteer groups 
provide a 24/7 hour call out service 
through charity funds. 

“Locally, K9 Search UK are strug¬ 
gling to cope with the number of stray 
dogs referred to them. With more and 
more puppies available at the click of 
a button flooding the Christmas mar¬ 
ket there are huge pressures on coun¬ 
cils and caring volunteers. 

“Something must be done to coordi¬ 
nate a response to this growing prob¬ 
lem. We must care for and attempt to 
rehome stray dogs.” 

He added: “People who find stray 
dogs at night or at the weekend could 
have to take them in themselves due 
to fragmented services.We have a 
canine crisis on our hands. I will be 
seeking reassurance from councils 
and voluntary groups that the welfare 
of stray dogs is being fully met.” 

Councillor hits 
out at rubbish 

A HOTSPOT area for fly tipping has 
been labelled ‘an absolute disgrace’ 
by a ward councillor. 

Unwanted furniture, plastic bags 
and bed sheets have been left strewn 
across land near to the junction of 
Cannon Street and Mill Street in 
Blakenall, Walsall. 

Despite receiving assurances from 
the city council on December 22 that 
the site was being looked into, council¬ 
lor Peter Smith said nothing has been 
done yet. He said: “Cannon Street 
and Mill Street are the dirtiest areas I 
have seen for a long time 

“I have asked that this rubbish 
is removed and I will ask again, but 
something needs to be done to try and 
apprehend the anti social folk who are 
doing this in the future.” 

Anyone for free 
tennis at park? 

FREE tennis lessons are taking place 
in Hednesford Park throughout Jan¬ 
uary. The first session took place on 
Sunday from 10am until 12pm. 

Further lessons take place at the 
same time on January 17, 24 and 31. 


Predator may have targeted others 



John Proctor 


A PAEDOPHILE who was thwarted in a po¬ 
lice sting operation for attempting to abuse 
two young girls may have targeted others, 
investigators have revealed. 

Officers from the Metropolitan Police 
lured Walsall man John Proctor to a service 
station near London after he told a mother 
he wanted to abuse her daughters. 

He thought he was meeting the woman 
at the Gateway Services off the Ml between 
Watford and central London - but instead 
he was arrested by police. In his car officers 
found indecent images of children, pornog¬ 
raphy and a number of items officers believe 
he was planning to use in the planned abuse. 


Last Monday, the 59-year-old, of Druids 
Walk, Walsall, was jailed for four and half 
years at Harrow Magistrates Court. Follow¬ 
ing the sentencing, the police force’s Sex¬ 
ual Offences, Child Abuse and Exploitation 
Command has said there may have been 
other victims who suffered at the hands of 
Proctor. Officers have appealed for anyone 
with information about any further offend¬ 
ing by Proctor to come forward. 

DC Kate Suffolk, from the Metropoli¬ 
tan Police, said: “Proctor was a predatory 
offender who I have no doubt intended to 
carry out these offences. It is possible there 
may be further victims and I would urge 


anyone with knowledge of any offending to 
come forward.” 

The force confirmed they snared Proctor 
as a result of a covert operation but would 
not say if the mother was a genuine victim 
or if it was officers assuming a fake identity. 
He admitted one count of arranging the com¬ 
mission of a child sex offence, three of dis¬ 
tributing indecent images of a child and six 
of possession of indecent images of a child. 

Anyone with information is asked to con¬ 
tact the Met Police or West Midlands Police, 
quoting Operation Howell, on 101. 

Alternately you can contact the NSPCC on 
0808 800 5000. 


Politicians get up close 
to new leisure centres 


WALSALL’S two new leisure cen¬ 
tres are beginning to take shape as 
politicians were invited to look be¬ 
hind the scenes. 

Oak Park leisure centre in Walsall Wood 
and Bloxwich Active living centre are two 
multi-million pound schemes set to benefit the 
borough. 

Oak Park will be equipped with a 25 metre 
eight lane swimming pool, teaching/learner 
pool with moving floor, 100 station fitness 
suite, six court sports hall, two glass backed 
squash courts, dance studio, floodlit full-size 
3G artificial turf pitch and cafe. 

At Bloxwich, the new centre is poised to in¬ 
clude a main six-lane pool, a four-court sports 
hall, spa and two squash courts. 

Work is expected to be completed on the Oak 
Park site in early summer but the political rep¬ 
resentatives that started the ball rolling on the 
initiative made a special visit to the site to see 
up close how the development was progressing. 

One of those in attendance was Aldridge and 
Brownhills MP Wendy Morton. 

Involvement 

She said: “The new Oak Park Active Living 
Centre will be a fantastic asset to our local 
community and will provide both leisure and 
community resource facilities. I believe that 
the benefits will be felt beyond Walsall Wood. 
I was particularly interested to hear of the in¬ 
volvement of local suppliers and trades as this 
provides a boost to the local economy.” 

The project was funded through the council’s 
£24.3 million Active Living Centres initiative 
and also received a further £2m grant from 
Sport England’s facilities award scheme. 

A total of 600m sq of glass used in the build¬ 
ing has been fitted and supplied by local con¬ 
tractors and suppliers. 

Councillor Anthony Harris, who is the cabi¬ 
net member for community, communities, lei¬ 
sure and culture stated attended the site with 
Ms Morton, exclaiming how the new leisure 
site will make a ‘significant difference’. 

He said: “We are getting close to the day 
when this exciting new facility will be open to 
the public and it’s a great feeling to see some¬ 
thing we envisaged take shape like this. 

“Not only will this make a significant differ¬ 
ence to the lives of local residents getting more 
people more active more often, it has made a 
big impact on the local economy.” 

The existing Oak Park facility will remain 
open throughout the project. 


Family to take home early baby Ivy 



Paul Belcher with his seven-week old baby Ivy, who was born three months premature 


A WALSALL couple have been 
given the perfect present to start 
2016 - they can finally take their 
new-born baby daughter home 
after she arrived three months 
early. 

Ivy Belcher was born on No¬ 
vember 15 at Walsall Manor Hos¬ 
pital weighing little more than a 
bag of sugar at just two pounds 
and nine ounces - the tot was not 
due to arrive until February 5. 

Since, she has suffered numer¬ 
ous complications including anae¬ 
mia and jaundice and has had to 
have blood transfusions. 

But now, after gaining in 


strength and weighing a healthier 
four pounds midwives have given 
parents Paul and Natalie Belcher, 
31 and 26, the all-clear to take her 
back to their home in Aldridge. 

Mr Belcher told of the moment 
he took his wife to the hospital 
with contraction pains fearing 
that her placenta had come away. 
He said: “We were so scared be¬ 
cause Ivy wasn’t due until the 5th 
of February but we were being ad¬ 
vised that Natalie needed to have 
a caesarean as soon as possible 
because both of their lives were in 
danger.” 

Although Ivy is now able to 


leave the hospital the couple are 
keeping her in as a precaution be¬ 
cause their five-year-old daughter 
Isobel has chickenpox. 

Paul said: “We’re disappointed 
because we’d built our hopes up 
but it’s circumstances we can’t 
control and Ivy needs to stay in 
the unit until her sister’s better. 

“We’re still excited about her 
coming home because it’s so hard 
leaving her behind after visiting.” 

Finally the doting dad paid 
tribute to staff at the Manor who 
have helped the young family get 
through a rough couple of months. 

“The staff here are amazing.” 


NEWS IN BRIEF 
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Gallery Sunday 
dosing U-turn 

A CONTROVERSIAL move to shut 
the New Art Gallery in Walsall on 
Sundays looks set to be avoided. 

The borough council announced the 
possible measure last year in a bid to 
save £19,360 in 2016/2017. 

But Walsall’s leisure and culture 
boss Councillor Anthony Harris has 
stated the authority was now consid¬ 
ering u-turning on the move. 

He said: “Before the holiday I had 
an interim report which said there 
was an opportunity there to keep it 
open and I am optimistic we will be 
able to do that.” 

Hansen-Luke in 
praise of Obama 

A WALSALL politician and former 
parliamentary candidate has praised 
US president Barack Obama. 

Douglas Hansen-Luke, who stood 
as a Conservative candidate in Wal¬ 
sall North at the last general elec¬ 
tion, praised the US president’s new 
measures on gun control. Mr Obama 
announced that he was going to widen 
background checks on buyers of fire¬ 
arms, in a series of measures. 

He also added: “If we can do it for 
an iPhone why not a gun? Biometric 
activation is the best way to control 
small arms proliferation.” 

Choir raises 
charity cash 

A COMMUNITY choir has raised 
£780 for a charity providing face-to- 
face support to parents of children 
with special educational needs (SEN) 
and disabilities. 

Sing2gether, based in Pelsall and 
Streetly, raised the money from their 
Christmas concert and have donated 
it to Aldridge-based Talking SENse. 

Ken Upton, from sing2gether, said: 
“We rely solely on donations and 
grants and the money raised will help 
us to continue to offer our services.” 

Kick-off for rugby 
match to help cause 

THE Staffordshire branch of the 
Pilgrim Bandits Charity is hosting a 
charity rugby match featuring ex-mil- 
itary personnel and local veterans. 
The match takes place at Willenhall 
rugby club tomorrow, kicking off at 
noon. 

There will also be auctions, raffles 
and live music. The charity hit the 
headlines recently when one of its pa¬ 
trons, West Midlands Ambulance par¬ 
amedic Ben Parkinson MBE, kayaked 
down the Yukon river in Canada. 

Homes in pipeline 

PLANS for almost 50 homes on a for¬ 
mer primary school site have moved a 
step forward. 

The former Clothier Street Primary 
School, in Harry Perks Street, Willen¬ 
hall, will make way for 48 homes. 

A planning application has been 
submitted to even out the land. 


ADVERTISEMENT 


Cloudy2Clear Windows 
- Service With A Smile! 


It’s been a crazy few months for 
Cloudy2Clear Windows. The 
company which specialises in 
repairing windows which are 
steamed up, broken or damaged 
by replacing the panes - not the 
frames has grown rapidly as 
homeowners take advantage of 
their services. 

Managing Director Brian 
Stanley feels that it’s all about 
service. ‘Our product is simple. 

If your double glazing is misted 
up we can replace the glass at 
a fraction of the cost of a new 
window, in any type of frame, and 
with a new 5 year guarantee. But 
it’s not just about saving people 


money, although that obviously 
helps. Many tradespeople have 
struggled since last year and I 
honestly feel that during the good 
times a minority perhaps didn’t 
focus on customer care as much as 
they should have done. 

We make sure we turn up when 
we say we will, do the job the 
customer requires and leave their 
house as clean as a whistle. I often 
get comments back from customers 
on how they really didn’t expect that 
sort of service which, in a way, is 
very sad for the service industry as 
a whole.’ 

Cloudy2Clear service 
Wolverhampton and the surrounding 


area and Brian is finding that his 
approach is a major factor in his 
success. ‘The truth is that it’s not 
just the personal satisfaction that 
I get from doing a good job but 
also it makes good business sense. 
I get a huge amount of business 
from friends and family of people 


I’ve done work for, which just 
goes to show how much a little bit 
of effort is appreciated.’ 

So, if your windows are 
steamed up, broken or damaged 
give Brian a call for a free 
quotation on 0800 61 21 118 and 
he’ll be happy to help! 
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IN - MY . VIEW ^_ 

Spending 
lots on sink 
estates not 
the answer 


FROM what we are constantly being 
told, you would be forgiven for thinking 
we lived in times of austerity, what with 
museums, libraries and police stations 
closing left, right and centre. 

But when it comes to the sort of gran¬ 
diose, ‘legacy’ projects that all politicians 
love, it is amazing how easy it is to find 
the odd £100 million or so. This week the 
Prime Minister pledged to end problems 
with crime, gangs, drugs and unemploy¬ 
ment by splashing out £140 million on 
transforming Britain’s 100 worst estates. 

I think we know the drill. Spectacular 
footage of 1950s tower blocks crashing 
to the ground, ‘partnerships’ with con¬ 
struction companies, the mayor in a high- 
viz jacket laying the foundation stone. 
And a few months down the line, reports 
start filtering through about peaceful 
neighbourhoods disrupted by “problem” 
families which have been relocated. 

Do they really think it is that easy? Give 
the local gang leader a shiny new flat and 
solar panels, and he turns into a stalwart 
of the neighbourhood watch committee? 

The sad truth is there are some people 
with a less-than-healthy attitude towards 
their neighbours, and they do have to live 
somewhere- somewhere that is nowhere 
near us. We don’t need to demolish the 
sink estates, just move the law-abiding 
residents out. Leave the asbo families to 
fight it out among themselves. 

■ ■■ 

WOLVERHAMPTON is not a city. The 
Black Country doesn’t exist. And all the 
major towns of the West Midlands are re¬ 
ally just suburbs of Birmingham. 

Yes, that is the criteria of the not-es- 
pecially thoughtful think-tank Centre for 
Cities, which argues that because the 
area between the West Midlands’ major 
towns and cities are predominantly built 
up, they all count as a single economic 
area. And yet, because there is a strip 
of greenery between the Black Country 
and Telford, the new town actually does 
constitute a city, even though it doesn’t 
have what most of us would recognise as 
a town or city centre. 

They probably don’t realise this, but 
in the rush hour you can drive from the 
Black Country to Telford in about half an 
hour, the same journey to Brum will take 
double, maybe treble that. So which will 
have the closer economic ties? 

The worrying thing is, when we get the 
combined authority forced on us, it will 
be think-tanks like this advising local and 
central government on where the money 
should go. Just bostin, ay it? 

■ ■■ 

SELF-appointed national treasure Ste¬ 
phen Fry has been chosen as the face to 
greet arrivals at Heathrow Airport, offer¬ 
ing visitors tips on British etiquette. 

They’re missing a trick, and it would 
have been better to have used his film at 
the Jungle in Calais. It would put me off 
jumping in a refrigerator truck to Dover. 



The village’s oldest, the closed down Free Trade Inn, Wood Lane The Swan Inn, Pelsall, now an Indian restaurant The closure of the Old Bush, prompted Annita to pick up her pen 

Author calls ‘time’ on 


village’s missing pubs 


CARL JACKSON talks to an 
author who has chronicled the 
rapid decline of drinking hous¬ 
es in Pelsall in her latest book 

THEY were once at the heart of 
every community but these days 
you are just as likely to see a Brit¬ 
ish pub boarded up or bulldozed as 
actually serving customers. 

Now a Walsall woman has chronicled 
how the number in Pelsall has dwindled 
by three quarters in the last three cen¬ 
turies. Last Orders Please! is the sixth 
published work from local author Annita 
Bates. 

The 43-year-old of Mill Road said: “It was 
the closure of The Red Cow, The Old Bush and 
Pelsall Labour Club that prompted me to write 
this book. 

“By 2015 The Old Bush was boarded up and 
Pelsall Labour Club on Church Road had been 
demolished to make way for a new housing es¬ 
tate called St Michael’s Place. 

Erasing 

“The Red Cow had lost its identity com¬ 
pletely when it was turned into a house and 
the new sign attached to it simply read ‘Shor- 
ley Court’ erasing all evidence of its past. 

“It was rather sad to see these landmark 
public houses suddenly disappear when his¬ 
torically and not too far in the distant past, 
they had all played a major role in their local 
community and had attracted faithful regular 
customers from near and far.” 

Mrs Bates, works at Birchills Academy and 
writes in her spare time. She has spent the last 
two years researching the book. The book re¬ 
veals that in its heyday, Pelsall had 23 public 
houses, but now there are just five. 

The author added: “Following research I 
have managed to establish that in total, we 
have had 23 public houses in Pelsall, the ear¬ 
liest being The Free Trade Inn, Wood Lane, 
Pelsall which dates back to the mid 1700s. In 
1918 Rushall magistrates claimed that Pelsall 



Annita seen with a copy of her book outside the Free Trade Inn Red Cow landlord Adrian Worley, with son Keiran, and regulars in 2013 


had too many pubs, stating that there were 21, 
or one pub per every 161 souls. 

“We now have only five public houses in 
Pelsall village which include The Fingerpost 
(Formerly The Royal Oak), Pelsall Social Club 
(Also known as The Scratter), The Old House 
at Home, The Railway and Pelsall Cricket & 
Sports Club.” 

The book, which is subtitled The Story of 
Pelsall’s Pubs, Clubs, Inns, Off Licences and 
Outdoors’ features scores of old pictures of the 
historic boozers as well as the locals who used 
to frequent there. 

Among them is a picture of the Free Trade 
Inn which dates back to the 18th Century. 
The Grade II listed building has been boarded 


up for over a decade. Another image features 
the Swan Inn, which was the one of the oldest 
pubs standing, but is now an Indian restau¬ 
rant called The Sultan. 

The book also includes The White Lion Inn, 
which at one time had a zoo in its grounds. 

Anecdotes 

Ms Bates added: “The book is filled with 
written history and an abundance of old and 
new photographs of buildings, maps and peo¬ 
ple who ran and frequented these establish¬ 
ments which I have discovered. 

“There are also many first hand recollec¬ 
tions, fond memories and anecdotes relating 
to these establishments with the odd few ghost 


stories included too. I have also uncovered 
some other interesting material such as that 
The White Lion, which closed in the 1950’s 
had a zoo. 

“Meanwhile the cellar of The Red Cow was 
used as a temporary mortuary during the war 
and newspaper reporters covering the story of 
the Pelsall Hall Colliery disaster stayed at the 
White Lion Inn - in amongst other interesting 
revelations. 

“The Queen’s was originally called The 
Brickmakers Arms.” 

Last Orders Please is on sale at R W Print 
at Norton Road and The Village Card and Gift 
Shop on High Street in Pelsall as well as Wa- 
terstones in Walsall. 



KILLARNEY 


PRICE INCLUDES: 

Coach Travel & Ferry Crossings 
4 Nights Brehon Hotel & Spa - Half Board 
Guided Tour of the Ring of Kerry 
Guided Tour of the Dingle Peninsula 

DATE PRICE 

Monday 6 June £399.00 

Monday 26 September £399.00 



PRICE INCLUDES: 

Coach Travel & Ferry Crossings 

2 Nights France - Bed & Breakfast 

6 Nights Diano Marina - Half Board 

Coastal Tour to Alassio 

Excursion to Monte Carlo 

Visit to San Remo & Dolceaqua 

DATE PRICE 

Saturday 21 May £649.00 

Saturday 1 October £649.00 


I PRICE INCLUDES: 

Coach Travel & Ferry Crossings 

2 Nights Germany - Bed & Breakfast 

6 Nights Mayrhofen - Half Board 

Cake & Tea / Coffee -1 Afternoon 

Visit to Krimml Waterfalls & Kitzbuhel 

Visit to Innsbruck 

Horse Drawn Carriage Ride 

DATE PRICE 

Saturday 18 June £599.00 



MONET'S GARDEN & PARIS 
PRICE INCLUDES: 

Coach Travel & Ferry Crossings 
3 Nights Novotel Maffliers - Bed & Breakfast 
Admission into Monet's Garden 
Transfer into central Paris 

DATE PRICE 

Thursday 11 August £225.00 

NOW PICKING UP AT DUDLEY, WALSALL & WOLVERHAMPTON! 
FREE HOLIDAY PARKING AT OUR DEPOT 

CALL: 01922 211400 

FOR YOUR FREE BROCHURES 
VISIT: WWW.LEONSHOLIDAYS.CO.UK 
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Empty promises from Mr Cameron 


THE first duty of any government is to en¬ 
sure protection and good welfare for its pop¬ 
ulation. Sadly, Cameron has shown utter 
contempt for both. He promised to control 
Jihadists on re-entering the UK, but they 
have returned in their hundreds through 
our porous borders. 

Recently, an illegal immigrant caused 
mayhem in the Channel Tunnel, making it 
to within a few miles of the UK. He was ar¬ 
rested, appeared in court, was released and 
granted asylum. 

What signal does this give to the thou¬ 
sands at Calais etc, waiting to enter the UK. 
It’s message is ‘all are welcome’. 


The utter lack of concern shown by him 
while thousands of people’s homes are ru¬ 
ined dur to flooding in the north of England 
is reprehensible. 

Existing defences have proved to be use¬ 
less and Cameron’s answer is to provide a 
few million pounds over six years. 

The money is there to build defences to 
prevent a recurrence but he refuses to re¬ 
duce foreign aid by a few billion. 

Cameron has abandoned the welfare of 
the people of this country and will rue the 
day because of his inaction. 

R SAUNDERS 
Walsall 


Air support 
an essential 
police tool 

THE National Police Air 
Services which provides our 
police flight support con¬ 
firmed last year, that it was 
closing 10 of its 25 bases. 

This £1,500 an hour re¬ 
source has played an essen¬ 
tial part across the West 
Midlands in combating boy 
racers, finding missing per¬ 
sons, helping capture sus¬ 
pects with thermal imaging 
cameras and identifying 
drug farms. 

Moving the base from 
Halfpenny Green Airport 
may raise questions over 
the viability of the airport. 
However, the closure of the 
National Police Air Services 
bases is part of strategic 
modernisation plans and, 
should have no effect upon 
the services we receive. 

We should have ‘pride in 
our police’ locally and, na¬ 
tionally, as they improve 
their investment and use 
of IT, new technologies in 
tackling crime. 

I would like to see further 
consolidation of resources 
between the police, fire ser¬ 
vices, ambulance services 
to achieve greater value for 
public money. 

The National Police Air 
Service is an excellent police 
service which we must cel¬ 
ebrate and, never take for 
granted, in the future dis¬ 
cussions on police services. 

CLLR DOUG JAMES 
Walsall 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


POST 

Walsall Chronicle, 


EMAIL 


Chronicle Editorial, 
51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 


walsall.chron@ 

expressandstar.co.uk 


Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number number. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters. 


Dam the floods and 


solve the 

WITH reference to the on¬ 
going floods in northern 
England, whether global 
warming or not, we have to 
deal with this problem now. 

It is not good enough PM 
David Canute to build flood 
barriers, they do not work, 
they are often breached, this 
is just putting plasters on 
problems. The only answer 
is to build dams to hold back 
the rainwater off the hills, 
and control its release. Of 
course if you build a dam 
you may as well produce 
hydro-electric power, whilst 
releasing the water. 

We did this in Wales 
in Elan Valley, to protect 
towns and villages down¬ 
stream years ago for the 
very reason of flooding, and 
it has worked ever since. Yes 
we had to sacrifice a village 
and many farms, but it’s a 
small price to pay for peace 
of mind. HS2 will sacrifice 
many thousands of houses, 
farms and countryside, for 
what? Electric trains do not 
work in water. 


problems 

It is high time this gov¬ 
ernment engaged in a 
meaningful major building 
project, by flooding certain 
valleys with dams to protect 
their houses and businesses. 
Which would you prefer; a 
dam or flood defences? It’s a 
no-brainer. 

If the Government con¬ 
tinues to allow develop¬ 
ment in ‘flood plains’, then 
they have a responsibility 
to protect those areas, and 
the only solution is to build 
dams, and end the misery of 
flood victims, many of whom 
have been flooded three 
times in one month. 

Many households are not 
insured, and for those that 
are, they will have to wait 
monthly or even years to get 
their claims, and probably 
not in full. Perhaps in the 
meantime, low-grade pris¬ 
oners could be employed in 
the clean up, and supervised 
by our army, in return for a 
reduced sentence. 

A PARKER 
Willenhall 


Wrong way 
to treat them 

AN illegal immigrant walks 
31 miles through the Chan¬ 
nel Tunnel, putting himself, 
train passengers and tunnel 
workers at risk. 

Instead of being deported, 
he will be given a flat or 
house to live in, £36.95 per 
week, free NHS health care, 
free prescriptions, free den¬ 
tal care, and free eyesight 
tests. There are British 
families in the UK who have 
been, and are still, waiting 
for a house to live in. The 
majority of the working 
people in the UK do not get 
these freebies. 

Yet, our generous gov¬ 
ernment does not look after 
our brave soldiers, who are 
ordered to fight in foreign 
lands, and then allows law 
firms to take our returning 
soldiers to court for doing 
what they were ordered to 
do by our wonderful politi¬ 
cians. The MOD even pays 
an Iraqi agent £40,000 to 
find more people to sue our 
troops. This government 
should be ashamed of itself. 

B J SMITH 
Walsall 

Fireworks 
too noisy 

I TOTALLY agree with J 
Bills’ letter published on 
January 6 about the pain 
fireworks have become and 
the dreadful loudness of 
them now. 

I read an article someone 
had posted on Facebook 
that in a village in Italy that 
they actually have silent 
fireworks there in respect 
of pets and wildlife so it’s 
obvious they can be made 
so come on people here look 
into it and let’s make it law. 

Even if they went back to 
the little bangs they used 
to be is an improvement 
and people wouldn’t be has 
scared as you can be now 
especially in these days of 
heightened terror attacks 
you never know what that 
load explosion may be. 

K COOPER 

Darlaston 



info@pelsallwindows.co.uk 

A MEMBER OF IFENSAI MEMBER NCf 31948 


Established in 1989 


70mm internally beaded sculptured profile 
28mm double glazed unit 
Full Maintenace & repair service on UPVC 
windows and doors 

^ Double Glazed Units fitted the same day 


' We will 
now be open 
Saturdays 
10am-2pm 


10 YEAR INSURANCE 
BACKED GUARANTEE 
NO PRESSURE SELLING 


Windows & Glass Ltd 


Products at tears 
affordable v ofser ^c e 
prices \ „ y 

FREE QUOTES 

Suppliers and installers 
of high quality energy 
efficient PVCu products 

TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME 


Christmas 


Rollingmill Street 
Walsall WS2 9EQ 


www.pelsallwindows.co.uk 


p\ jAtc Dinect 

XV\$V.\‘" tiSw.Nnn, 

rn^m design 


|FENSA| 




Supplies and Installers of:~ 

•Windows »Doors •Conservatories «Patio Doors «Bi-Fold Doors 
•Garage Conversions *Car Ports *Canopies »Garage Doors 
•Fascias, Soffits and Guttering 

Rehau 70mm Profile 
Internally Glazed 
Fensa registered 
No Salesmen 
OAR Discounts 
A+ Rated Windows 
ISth year in Business 
Family Run Ld siness 
Secured by Design 
_,__ isnoed Fitters 





Tel:10T922401425 


TOP QUALITY PRODUCTS AT REALISTIC PRICES! 

NO SALESMEN NO PRESSURE! 


www.pvcudirect.co.uk pvcudirect@hotmail.co.uk 

HEAD OFFICE 

Unit 1, Croxstalls Close, 
Bloxwich. Walsall WS3 2XT 
Tel: 0800 917 5266 

Fax: 01922 475719 


SHOWROOM 

34 Portland Road Aldridge 
Walsall WS9 8PZ 

Tel: 01922 744306 


SALES OFFICE 

154c High Street Bloxwich 
Walsall WS3 3JT 

Tel: 0800 917 5266 


p , _i GARAGE DOORS LTD. 

to u to Established 24 years 


» JANUARY DEALS 

We are the longest established garage door company 
in the area 100s of doors in stock 
from £198.00 incVAT 

INSULATED ELECTRIC | — | 

ROLLER DOOR 

In White Overall Sizes 
2300 wide x 2300 high I 

Supplied and Fitted £675.00 inc vat 1 mm 




FULL SPARES 
AND REPAIR 
SERVICES 

■ 


J 


REGENT STEEL 
2/3 X 1/3 IN WHITE 

Right Hand Opening 

Based on door T wide x 6’ 6” or T 

Supplied, fitted with frame 

£595.00 inc. VAT 


Open: Monday-Friday 9 am-5 pm, Saturday 10 am-3 pm 

email: stsgapagedoors@live.com www.stsgaragedoors.co.uk 

rnm ^mmrnm? 

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM: UNIT 2,EXCHANGE BUSINESS ESTATE, 
OFF CROSS STREET, BRIDGT0WN, CANNOCK WS11 0BW 
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IT’S SALE TIME 

Finest Angus Beef Topside/Silverside £1.99tt> 
Sirloin Steak £2.99lb 
Rib Eye Steak £2.99lb 
Rump Steak (Hip Bone) £2.991b 
Whole Loins of Boneless Pork only 99plb 
Whole Legs of Lamb £9-99 each 
Boneless Lamb Steaks £2.991b 
5kg Boneless Chicken Breast £18 
Full selection of other meats at 
greatly reduced prices 




Edmund Howdle 


Quality meat 

est. 1933 

38 High Street, Clayhanger, Brownhills WS8 7EA 

Tei: 01543 375046 / 377625 

All Major Debit & Credit Cards Accepted 

■Visit www.ed mun dhowdle.co.uk for a full price list & offers 

m Like us on Facebook 


SALE SALE SALE SALE SALE 

QUALITY OAK, PINE, RECLAIMED & PAINTED FURNITURE 


I For the best quality at the lowest prices - visit our store I 


(made on premises) (made on premises) (made on premises) 



School hit by vandals to be demolished 

A FORMER school targeted by van- school into offices and 20 houses when site. Applicants BE Wedge Holdings 
dais in Willenhall will be demolished they met last Thursday. have confirmed they will retain the 

after plans were approved. The site had previously been ear- clock tower as part of the new devel- 

Since closing in 2007, the Little marked to be a centre for Willenhall opment. 

London JMI School on Stafford Road Heritage Trust but that plan failed to Willenhall Councillor Sean Cough- 
has been subject to a spate of vandal materialise. Ian said: “We are all looking forward 

attacks, fly-tipping and even had the Since then, local councillors and to work starting. The site has become 
bell from its iconic clock tower stolen, campaigners had fought for the a bugbear for local residents and coun- 
Walsall Council’s planning commit- Grade-II listed clock tower on site to cillors. Since it closed, it has been left 
tee approved a bid to transform the be saved whatever happened at the open to vandalism.” 

MR leads shouts to 
'save our library’ at 
under threat site 



Walsall South MP Valerie Vaz seen during the public protest which took place outside Pleck Library 


MORE than 100 people 
staged a public protest 
against a proposed closure 
of a Walsall library. 

The protest saw campaigners 
from the Friend’s of Pleck Library 
group, headed by Shabir Hus¬ 
sain and Naheed Gultasib, stage 
loud chants and display brightly 
coloured banners in a bid to keep 
the popular Darlaston Road li¬ 
brary open. 

It is the second time that the library 
has been earmarked for closure, along 
with others in the borough, as part of 
the council’s bid to save £25 million. 

Ms Gultasib, who is also a lecturer 
at Sandwell College, described the li¬ 


brary as the ‘jewel in Pleck’s crown’. 

She said: “I have lived in Pleck all 
my life and this library has been a vital 
part of making me into the person I 
am today. 

“The council has made their plans 
sound very final, but we are here to say 
that we do have a voice and look just 
how much this library means to young 
and old and people from all different 
cultural backgrounds. 

“People come here for clubs, after 
school to finish off projects and to use 
the computers for job searches. 

“Without this place a lot of people 
will be left with nowhere to further 
their future prospects.” 

More than 3,000 people have signed 
a petition opposing the closure in re¬ 
cent weeks. Community campaigner, 


Shabir Hussain, claimed that Pleck 
Library is the cheapest to run in the 
borough, at £38,179 - making up less 
than two per cent of the budget for li¬ 
braries. 

Walsall South MP Valerie Vaz was 
also present and encouraged the crowd 
to shout ‘save our library’. She added: 
“It would be devastating for this com¬ 
munity if the library was to close. It is 
vital for education and local residents. 
A couple of years ago we succeeded in 
trying to stop the closure and now we 
are here again.” 

In response to the petition, Coun¬ 
cillor Anthony Harris, community, 
leisure and culture boss, said nothing 
had been decided at present and that 
their aim was ‘to keep as many of the 
library facilities open’ as they could. 



• 24 hour help and advice 

• Private chapels of rest 

• Luxury limousines, horse drawn 
and speciality hearses available 


• Pre-payment plans by instalment 

• Funeral services arranged to your 
own wishes and specifications 

• Floral and masonry services 


Halliwell Funeral Service 
Hednesford Road, HEATH HAYES 
For 24 hour help & advice call: 


Halliwell Funeral Service 
Walsall Road, GREAT WYRLEY 
For 24 hour help & advice call: 


01543 459200 


01922 419090 



We also have offices at: 

Norton Road, PELSALL & Castle Street, COSELEY. 

Part of Tamworth Co-operative Society Ltd. www.tamworth.coop 


BQES 







MNA Media 
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Mixed reaction to new 
'Land of the Fatties' sign 



The special ‘ Welcome to Walsall’ sign placed on the rails of the pedestrian crossing 


Dropped kerb work praised 


OBESITY is a growing prob¬ 
lem for towns across the 
Black Country - but one per¬ 
son has decided to make 
light of the issue with a sign. 

The ‘Welcome to Walsall’ sign, 
at a pedestrian crossing at the 
junction of Broadway North and 
Lichfield Street in the town, fea¬ 
tures two drawings of an over¬ 
weight man and woman. 

It features the message: “Welcome 
to Walsall, land of the fatties, be nice 
or be dinner.” 

The sign was put up over the week¬ 
end, but it is unknown who is behind 
it. The new sign has been bringing the 
smiles to the faces of residents and 
visitors alike.But Council leader Mike 
Bird does not see the funny side. 

He said that obesity is a serious 
issue in the borough and it should not 
be being made light of. 

He added: “It isn’t a laughing mat¬ 
ter. It’s a very serious issue in Walsall 
and if you walk around you can see 
just how much of a problem it is. 

“It’s disappointing that somebody 
feels the need to make light of it. But 
it’s a new year and hopefully some of 
the seriously overweight people might 
see this and decide it’s time to make 
a change. 

It was revealed last week that obese 
Walsall patients were having to be 
transferred elsewhere across the coun¬ 
try because the Walsall Healthcare 
NHS Trust does not have the equip¬ 
ment available to scan them. 

The issue was branded ‘degrading’ 
for the obese patients by a leading 
charity and ward councillor Rose Mar¬ 
tin, the cabinet member for health and 
wellbeing admitted it was a concern. 

She said: “It would be of concern if 
our local hospitals lacked the ability to 
deal with obese patients needs particu¬ 
larly in an emergency situation.” 


WORK to install a dropped kerb to 
help disabled residents access their 
homes in a Walsall town has been 
praised. The kerb, which has been in¬ 
stalled on Teddesley Street in Butts, 
Walsall, has recently been put in place 
to improve the access available to dis¬ 
abled residents. It came after work to 
create new parking spaces left them 
unable to get on the kerb. 

Following consultation with ward 
Councillor Mohammed Arif, who then 
passed on concerns to Walsall Hous¬ 


ing Group, work has now been com¬ 
pleted. Councillor Arif said: “We often 
forget the needs of disabled people in 
our society and sometimes even block 
these community crossings or dropped 
access areas by inconsiderate parking 
without realising the impact. 

“This small piece of ward work has 
made me realise how critical commu¬ 
nity dropped-kerbs are to wheelchair 
users and people with sight problems. 

“I want to thank WHG for moving 
very quickly to resolve this issue.” 



www.suddz.co.uk 


„ 30 
SERVICE 


Call now for a , no obligation quote: 01543 379670 


c^ddz bathrooms & /fltchens 


Units 2/3, Smarts Business Park, Chase Road, Brownhills,WS8 6JN 

Opening Hours - Mon, Weds, Thurs and Fri 9am-5pm, Tues I0am-3pm, Sat 9am-4pm 


*Terms & 
Conditions Apply 

0% 



Open: Monday - Saturday 9.30am-4.30pm 
www.care&mobi I ity.co.uk 


C3 1 


fl Blue Badge & Time Wallet 

1 SPECIAL OFFER From Only £2.99 

|| Disabled Toilet Key 

| SPECIAL OFFER From Only £2.99 | 





Folding Walking Sticks 8 

SPECIAL OFFER Only £5.99 1 



ON STRAIGHT/ 


CURVED STAIR UFTS 



Limited Offer New Stair Lifts Supplied & Fitted £1195 


Fully fitted stairlifts installed by our professionally trained fitters 

Free home assessment and survey on all stairlifts 





y FREE Easy Parking y Best Prices on all batteries supplied 
y Service work carried out at special rates 
✓ Free daily living aids catalogue ✓ 0% Finance available 
✓ Motability Accredited 



G2?S3iCto 
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Continue your success story by joining the 
sixth form at Queen Mary’s High School 

Come and experience our friendly and supportive environment with a distinctive family 

atmosphere. 

Be able to pursue a fulfilling career having obtained qualifications you are proud of. 


Make friendships that last for a lifetime. 





‘I feel Queen Mary’s High School 
is a wonderful place to be. I love 
all the friends I have made and all my 
lessons’ (Student) 

‘Supportive, caring sixth form staff. 
Well done’ (Parent) 

“The school has a very good 
balance between educating 
professionally and personally. Personal 
health and character development are 
considered just as important as 
achieving exam success.” (Parent) 


In 2015: 


100% pass rate 77% A* - B 
11 achieved all A*/A grades 
The best A’ Level results 
in Walsall 


For further details, including entry requirements, see www.qmhs.org.uk or contact Mrs J York, Queen Mary's High School, 
Upper Forster Street, Walsall. WS4 2AE Tel:01922 721013 Email: j.york@qmhs.org.uk 

CLOSING DATE FOR APPLICATIONS 29th JANUARY 2016 


SNEYD COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION LTD 


Swimming for the 
Less A|ple Bodied 

Tuesdays 12 noon -1 p.m. 

few (Starting Tuesday 
nBW * 19th January, 2016) 

Come along and meet new people, 
get some exercise and possibly learn 
new skills 

Dolphin chair lift available 

Adult Swim 
Sessions 

Tuesdays 10-11 a.m. 
Wednesdays 7.30- 8.30 p.m. 

Learn to swim or improve 
your current skills in a friendly^, 
environment 
Meet new friends 


Day time and 
Evening Sports Hire 
Available 

Sports Hall 
Astro turf pitch 
Squash Courts 
Badminton 

Peak and off peak rates available 

Room Hire Available 
Daytime & Evenings 

Band Practices 
Meetings 

^\NX > Social gatherings r' 

Please Call 01922 710133 for 
full details 


www.sneydca.co.uk 



Hundreds back protest 
on market rent rise bid 


A PROTEST against planned 
rent increases at Willenhall 
market has gained further 
backing with more than 700 
people expected to have 
signed a petition by the start 
of this week. 

Councillor Sean Coughlan 
handed over the petition to col¬ 
leagues at Walsall Council, which 
is planning to increase the rates 
by around £5 a day. 

It has been proposed as part of the 
draft budget and is expected to gener¬ 
ate an extra £44,000 a year in income 
for the council. The petition currently 
has 500 names, 100 more than at the 
start of the previous week. 

The decision is currently in the 
consultation process, with Council¬ 
lor Coughlan attempting to force the 
council to act early by presenting the 
petition at Monday’s meeting. He said: 
“You tend to get a feeling as to whether 
these things will take off straight away 
and this one has definitely caught the 
attention of the public in Willenhall. 
The market is something they all grew 
up with, it is something they want to 
see not only stay but thrive and be in¬ 
vested in. 

“I have said it before that it amazes 
me how local authorities in other areas 
across the Black Country manage to 
run successful, engaging markets but 
in Walsall there seems to be no desire 
to do that. Markets are a central part 
of any community and I believe these 
rent increases will kill off the market 
in Willenhall.” 

There are typically around 65 stalls 
at Market Square on a Wednesday and 
around 31 on Fridays and Saturdays. 

The rates differ depending on what 
day of the week the market is running. 

They are set to increase from £12.10 


El 



The Willenhall market in Market Place in the town, from 2013 


on a Wednesday by 42 per cent, £12.30 ‘doesn’t have a great deal of sympathy’ 
on a Friday by 41 per cent and from for the traders. 

£13.30 on a Saturday by 38 per cent. Councillor Coughlan said: “I believe 
Walsall Council leader Mike Bird Councillor Bird’s comments showed a 
has defended the rises, pointing to the lack of care for an institution in Wil- 
fact traders in Willenhall haven’t been lenhall, they were quite dismissive 
hit with an increase for more than words and he has infuriated a lot of 
10 years. The councillor also said he people in the area.” 



Walsall Academy is 

pleased to announce that 
applications are now being 
accepted for Sixth Form ^ 

September 2016 


An information evening will be 
held on Wednesday 27 January. 

Join us at 7pm for a 
presentation followed by a tour 
of the Academy. 


For more information 
scan this QR code, ■ 
visit our website or k 
contact us for an V, 
application pack 


Walsall Academy 


Sneyd Community Association, Vernon Way, Bloxwich, Walsall WS3 2PA 

Tel: 01922 710133 Email: sneydca@gmail.com 

We have some sports equipment - ask when booking 


Lichfield Road Bloxwich Walsall WS3 3LX 

Telephone (01922) 493910 www.walsallacademy.com enquiries@walsallacademy.com 
Sponsored by Thomas Telford School and The Mercers' Company of London 































Works back on 
track in centre 



The work carrying on in Walsall town centre as 
part of the railway electrification scheme 

WORKS to rebuild a rail bridge in Walsall has resumed as 
part of a £76 million electrification scheme. 

Network Rail is creating a new bridge at Park Street in 
the town centre opposite Marks & Spencer and New Look. 

People will still be able to access the route during the day 
although there may be some overnight restrictions. 

The reconstruction started in October and is due to go 
on until Easter. 

The multi-million pound electrification involves 15 miles 
of track between Walsall and Rugeley. It will mean more 
frequent services along the line and bring a host of benefits 
making trains route environmentally friendly. 

Several bridges have had to be rebuilt to create enough 
clearance for overhead wires to be installed which will 
power the trains. 

Work was delayed on the Park Street bridge after engi¬ 
neers discovered the bridge, which dates back to the 1930s, 
was different to the original plans. This resulted in a new 
plan had to be drawn up in order to remove all of the com¬ 
ponents by crane. 


Majority in 
borough 
overweight 
says study 


MORE than two thirds of Walsall’s population 
are obese or overweight, with the council 
leader admitting they had not been ‘able to 
get a grip’ on the issue. 

A total of 68.9 per cent of the borough’s popula¬ 
tion are carrying excess weight according to Public 
Health England, more than five per cent higher than 


the national average. 

PHE figures also revealed 
that 30 per cent of adults 
and 24 per cent of children 
in Walsall are obese. 

This is also having a 
knock-on effect for health 
problems with Walsall 
ranked as one of the worst 
places in the country for 
diabetes according to the or¬ 
ganisation. 

Councillor Mike Bird, 
the Conservative leader of 
Walsall Council, said the 
council had measures in 
place to help the overweight 
but that ultimately it was 
down to the individual to 
turn their weight around. 
He said: “It’s been a talking 
point for many years but we 
don’t seem to be able to get 
a grip on it. 

“It’s something that’s up 
to the individual. As a coun¬ 
cil we’re doing what we can 
to help..” 

But asked about whether 
the new centres would make 
a difference to the obesity 
problem, Councillor Bird 
was not convinced. He said: 
“I’m not confident it’ll make 
a difference at all. It’s avail- 


ByJackAverty 

able and there for the people 
if they want to use it.” 

Councillor Rose Martin, 
who is the portfolio holder 
for public health and wellbe¬ 
ing, said: “Walsall Council is 
committed to helping people 
manage their weight and 
has a broad range of physi¬ 
cal activity opportunities to 
suit everyone’s needs. 

“We offer a free adult 
weight management ser¬ 
vice called Weigh2Go and 
the popular Move it scheme 
offering fitness sessions at 
reduced rates and is part of 
our commitment to helping 
people lose weight to im¬ 
prove their health. 

“As well as the two new 
Active Living Centres open¬ 
ing in the summer there 
are a range of physical ac¬ 
tivity services throughout 
the borough. Public Health 
transformation funding is 
also being used in parks and 
open spaces to offer ways for 
residents to be more active 
more often independently 
throughout the year.” 



CASTl!E? 

WINDOWS 


30 years’ experience of 
manufacturing high 
quality pvcu windows 
and door products 


Windows, Doors & Conservatories 
...Built to Last 


Deal Direct with the Owners 
© Cut out the middle man 


WINTER OFFERS 
UP TO 28% OFF 

E^aaaaaaaaaaaa. 

FREEPHONE 0800 0355581 

Email: info@castlewindowswalsall.co.uk 


IIEIt 


Checka 


.... ■ n | Factory opening hours 

www.castlewmdowswalsall.co.uk s - spmMonto fh 
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.DMMVSI’iCKS 



all you can eat world buffet 


r 

'N 

Mobile: 

L_ 
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A 

Email: 


V 
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SUTTON COLDFIELD: 0121 355 1912 

101 The Parade • Sutton Coldfield • B72 1PL 


www.jimmyspices.co.uk 

Order a buffet meal and a 2nd person can dine for ONW £1 


* Cut out voucher and pre-booking essential. One full adult price meal must be purchased to get the 2nd for £1. Offer excludes children. Valid lunch & dinner excluding Saturday. Not valid during Happy Hour. 
Can not be used in conjunction with any other offer/discount. Max 6 buffets charged at £1 per table/booking. Valid from 1st January till 31st January 2016. 
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Wolverhampton Grammar School 

Education as individual as your child 


Independent Day School for Boys and Girls 

Junior School ages 7-11 | Senior School ages 11-16 | Sixth Form ages 16-18 



Junior School Open Day 

Saturday 30th January from 10am - 1.30pm 


Supplementary Entrance Test - Tuesday 19th January 

To register for the Supplementary Entrance Test please contact our Admissions Registrar, 
Jane Morris on (tel) 01902 422939 or (email) jam@wgs-sch.net 

01902 421326 Wolverhampton 

www.wgs.org.uk sPjw* grammar school 

Wolverhampton Grammar School | Compton Road | Wolverhampton |WV3 9RB 


Keep the fracking hands 
off Chase, says leader 

GREEN Party leader Natalie 
Bennett has joined her party 
in a fight to stop the possi¬ 
bility of fracking underneath 
Cannock Chase. 

On a visit to Chasewater, the 
Australian-born politician said 
fossil fuels should be left in the 
ground to prevent ‘catastrophic 
environmental consequences’. 

It came after the Government ap¬ 
proved proposals to allow fracking to 
extract shale gas below areas of out¬ 
standing natural beauty, such as Can¬ 
nock Chase. 

Ms Bennett’s visit at the weekend 
was to mark her party’s successful pro¬ 
test against the sale of Staffordshire 
County Council’s countryside estates. 

But she also wanted to kick-start the 
party’s next campaign - ‘Keep Your 
Fracking Off Cannock Chase’. 

Catastrophic 

In response to a question asking if 
areas such as Cannock Chase were 
vulnerable to the practice in the fu¬ 
ture, she said yes. She added: “We saw 
the Government go back on a promise 
not to allow fracking under national 
parks and areas of outstanding natu¬ 
ral beauty. 

“We say it shouldn’t be allowed an¬ 
ywhere but let’s just focus on Britain. 

“We know we have to leave two 
thirds of our fossil fuels in the ground 
to prevent catastrophic environmental 
consequences.” 

The Cannock Chase Green Party 
has already started a campaign to 
prohibit the controversial gas extrac¬ 
tion on the Chase which gained more 
than 2,200 signatures since just before 
Christmas. 

Although no decision has been made 
to proceed with fracking on the visitor 
site, the group is keen to demonstrate 
strong local opposition by the time the 
county council, which owns the site, 
comes to make any future decision 
on it. Ms Bennett added: “Fracking is 
the opposite direction that we should 


)- +* 



Green party leader Natalie Bennett with Paul Woodhead at Chasewater 


be heading in. We certainly know the on putting pressure on Staffordshire 
environmental impact of it. Fracking County Council not to sell-off any of 
is just a huge distraction to what we its major countryside visitor attrac- 
should be doing which is focusing on tions. 

renewable energy and conservation.” She said: “I’m here to celebrate a 
Fracking is the process of drilling real success, the message was very 
down into the earth to extract gas. clearly delivered that people hugely 
In America, where the practice is value their green spaces and they don’t 
more common, it has been linked to want them privatised. Now the council 
minor earth tremors and contami- has gone on record saying they are not 
nated water. Whilst in Cannock Ms going to sell any of its sites which is a 
Bennett commended local members really critical public protection.” 



Shire Oak 
Academy 


Sixth Form Open Evening 

Wednesday 20th January 2016 

Presentations at 6.1 Spm & 6.45pm followed by discussions wrtti departments 


At Shire Oak Academy Sixth f orm we can offer you 


High academic standards and wide ranging enrichment opportunities | 
A choice of 20 A-Level and 9 BTEC national award courses 
Proven record of academic success 
Outstanding modern learning environment 
An excellent educational experience 


If you would like to see what Shire Oak Academy Sixth Form could offer 
you. a programme of activities will run from 6 15pm until 9 00pm A 
« presentation by the Principal and the Director of Srxth Form Studies 
will be made at 6 15pm and 6.4bpm to outline the curriculum and 
other opportunities. Visitors should attend one of these presentations 
and during the evening there will be the opportunity to meet subject 
spec ialists and students. 

For more information on the Sixth Form please contact Mr N, Oitchley, 
Assistant Principal/Director of Sixth Form Studies. 


Turning potential into excellence 


www.shireoakacademy.co.uk 


Shirt? Oak Academy. LichhHd Road. Walsall. WS9 9PA 
Tel 015414S7S18 

Email. postboxtT’shireoakacactemy.co.uk 


















Ramnik returns to 
find her successor 



Previous Young Citizen of the Year Award Winner Ramnik 
Uppal, aged 18, of Willenhall, attends a celebratory dinner 

THIS year’s Wolverhampton Young Citizen of the Year 
Award has been launched - with a bumper prize of £500 up 
for grabs for the winner. 

The city’s five Rotary clubs have joined forces to to 
launch their third annual search to find young people who 
are doing their bit to act as ambassadors for Wolverhamp¬ 
ton by helping others in their communities. 

To qualify, nominees must be under the age of 19 on Au¬ 
gust 31, 2016, and live, work or study in Wolverhampton. 

Rotarian Roger Timbrell, chairman of the organising 
committee, said: “The award is all about celebrating young 
people who go that extra mile to help others.” 

The award was launched at a ceremony at the Mount 
Hotel in Tettenhall, which featured speeches from last 
year’s winner Ramnik Uppal, from Willenhall, and run¬ 
ners-up Kashmire Hawker and Alfie Baugh. 

Former Wolverhampton Girls’ High student Ms Uppal, 
aged 19, is now studying medicine at Cambridge Univer¬ 
sity. The closing date for nominations is April 30, 2016. 

Nomination forms are available in Waitrose on Penn 
Road and in the Civic Centre reception, or online via wol- 
verhamptonyoungcitizen.co.uk 


Primary 
schools 
get £8.5m 
to expand 


FOUR primary schools are to expand thanks 
to an £8.5 million government investment. 

Education bosses want to increase the size of re¬ 
ception classes at Beacon Primary School in Willen¬ 
hall from 45 pupils to 60, Greenfield Primary School 


in Shelfield from 30 to 
School in Darlaston from 
Willenhall from 45 to 60. 

Around £4.4m has been 
provided by the Department 
for Education for the expan¬ 
sion in 2016/2017 and £4.1m 
the following year. 

Learning and skills boss 
at Walsall Council, Coun¬ 
cillor Chris Towe, said: “We 
have a statutory duty to pro¬ 
vide enough school places 
for children. If there are 
more children then we need 
more places and we have 
to provide them. We have 
launched a public consulta¬ 
tion on the proposals. 

“We will consider all of 
the factors but the most im¬ 
portant thing will be achiev¬ 
ing value for money.” 

Under the plans, Bea- 
conside would grow from a 
one-and-a-half entry form 
school to double form. The 
proposal is to knock out an 
internal wall and expand 
the dining room. The cur- 


45, King’s Hill Primary 
45 to 60 and St Giles in 

Report by Carl Jackson 


rent capacity is 315 which 
would rise to 420 by 2023. 

An inside wall would also 
be knocked down at Green¬ 
field to extend the children’s 
centre. The capacity would 
increase from 210 places to 
315 by 2023. 

King’s Hill would also be¬ 
come a double form entry 
school from a one and half 
currently, with the dining 
hall extending. A total of 
420 pupils would be at the 
school in 2023 compared to 
the current capacity of 351. 

The vision at St Giles is to 
convert an old church build¬ 
ing to create two classrooms 
while a kitchen would also 
be refurbished to become a 
classroom and a new build¬ 
ing would be developed for a 
dining room. It is hoped the 
expansions would be ready 
by September 2017. 





THET0WLEY SUITE BY FURNIC0 
WITH OR WITHOUT RECLINERS 




LAZB0Y LIFT & RISE RECLINER CHAIRS 
WITH NEW MEDICAL GRADE FOAM FOR 
BETTER POSTURAL SUPPORT AND 
IMPROVED CIRCULATION 
AVAILABLE IN FABRIC AND LEATHER 





Green Lane, Walsall WS2 8LE 

FREEPHONE 08001975419 

Visit our new website: www.wsfurnishings.co.uk 


FREE 

PARKING 

AREA 



OPENING HOURS Monday-Saturday10.00am-5.00pm Sunday 10.30am - 3.00pm 


FREE PARKING ALL BUS ROUTES TO THIS STORE 


Number of buses are: No. 5, 69, 70, 38A All above buses stop outside our store 
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Care home 
raises £300 

A WALSALL care home has raised £300 for 
charity. The Hawthorns Aldridge presented 
the cheque to Rosie’s Helping Hands. 

The staff at the home held a Christmas 
Bazaar to provide local businesses the op¬ 
portunity to set up a stall, selling a variety 
of gifts and products to local residents, fam¬ 
ilies and visitors to raise the money. 

Karen Kay, the sales and marketing 
manager at The Hawthorns, said: “The 
Christmas Bazaar was a fantastic success, 
the interest from local people was brilliant 
and we had over 150 visitors on the day. We 
had such a great response and we also had 
a raffle for a charity of our choice. We chose 
Rosie’s Helping Hands, as a local charity we 
all felt strongly we wanted to support.” 

Rosie’s Helping Hands is a charity set 
up by Karen and Sean Ross who lost their 
daughter Rosie, aged 16 in 2001. It aims to 
improve the care and quality of young lives 
within a 15 mile radius of Aldridge. 


Mental health patients' 
waits shortest In country 


MENTAL health patients in Dudley 
have the shortest wait between re¬ 
ferral and treatment in the country, it 
has emerged. 

According to national figures, people 
looking to gain access to mental health ser¬ 
vices in the town wait on average 27 days 
less than in other parts of the country af¬ 
ter a referral is made. 

The figures come after mental health trusts 
in Dudley and Walsall partnered together to 
try and improve services. Bosses have claimed 
the joint working has led to an increase in ac¬ 
cess to services and the resulting quality of care 
provided to users. Dr Mona Mahfouz, GP and 


Report by Jordan Harris 


clinical lead at Dudley Clinical Commissioning 
Group (CCG), said: “It’s heartening to see all 
the collective hard work of Dudley CCG and 
the Dudley and Walsall Mental Health Trust 
(DWMHT) pay off in achieving these results, 
which indicate that there is indeed an improved 
access to psychological therapies in Dudley.” 

The two organisations have a lengthy history 
of joint partnership working which has resulted 
in benefits for the community. 

Most recently, the Dudley and Walsall Men¬ 
tal Health Trust and Dudley CCG have joined 
forces with others organisations on forging a 


new model of care known as the Multispecialty 
Community Provider (MCP) Model. 

The MCP model has put Dudley at the fore¬ 
front of the national campaign to transform the 
way healthcare is delivered across England by 
putting added focus on better communication 
between staff and patients, improving access to 
consultation, continuing support for those with 
long-term conditions and co-coordinating extra 
care for the elderly. 

As a result of the health and care system, 
working together in this way, patients receive 
the co-ordinated support necessary for their 
health needs while also linking to the wider net¬ 
work of care and social interaction in their com¬ 
munity to help them to live more independently. 


Call for council 
talks on schools 

MORE communication is needed between 
council bosses and academy school leaders 
in Walsall, it has been claimed. 

Speaking during a children’s services 
scrutiny meeting for Walsall Council, the 
authority’s schools boss Chris To we said 
that even though academy schools work 
outside the jurisdiction of the council, there 
still needs to be work done between the two 
to ensure children are getting the right ed¬ 
ucation. 

The council will review its protocol for 
working with academies over the coming 
months. Councillor Towe said: “I think it is 
only right we have a relationship with acad¬ 
emies in the borough even though we don’t 
have any direct responsibility for them. 

“We do try to help but we also realise 
there is a line that we shouldn’t over step 
where we end up getting financially in¬ 
volved. 

“Not all academies want to engage with 
us but we must try with those that do.” 
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Work nears completion on the new cinema and restauraunt complex next to the Wharf in Walsall 


THE opening of an eight-screen cin¬ 
ema complex in Walsall town centre 
is drawing ever closer as work nears 
completion. 

The Light Cinema, set to become the 
centrepiece of the £12 million Water¬ 
front development, will take pride of 
place alongside restaurant chains in¬ 
cluding a Hungry Horse, Bella Italia, 
Pizza Express and Chiquito. 

Construction started last May at the 
site, with council bosses confirming an 
announcement on when the cinema 
will open is imminent. 

The facility should be a huge draw 
for punters, owing to the fact it will be 
the first in the country to boast the lat¬ 


est hi-tech Extreme screen. Councillor 
Mike Bird, leader of Walsall Council, 
said he believes the Waterfront de¬ 
velopment can become a competitor 
to Wolverhampton’s popular Bentley 
Bridge site. He said: “I think the cin¬ 
ema itself is a key part of the regener¬ 
ation in that part of the town. 

“Credit must go to Adrian Andrew 
for enabling this to come forward. 
He was instrumental in bringing this 
facility to the town.This is another 
example of the council successfully en¬ 
couraging businesses to invest in our 
town. I think on the whole, the devel¬ 
opment will be great for Walsall and it 
will definitely see a large increase in 


footfall in the town centre. I genuinely 
believe the Waterfront development 
will be a close competitor to Bentley 
Bridge.” 

It has been two decades since Wal¬ 
sall town centre had a cinema after the 
old Cannon, previously known as ABC, 
closed in Park Street back in 1993 to 
make way for the regeneration of Park 
Street. It was replaced by the building 
now occupied by Poundland and Pure 
Gym near The New Walsall Art Gal¬ 
lery. The Light is expected to open in 
February or March, with Councillor 
Adrian Andrew, who is the deputy 
leader, saying: “Very soon, we’ll be 
confirming the opening.” 


Light relief, as cinema takes shape 



Essington Mobility 

Local service you can rely on 


www.essingtonmobility.co.uk 


Professional, Personal & Local 


"LOW PRICES & EXPERT SERVICE" 


STAIRLIFTS 
RENT FOR £10/wk* 

Rapid fitting 


New Stairlifts 

KB 


£995 




01922 23 25 27 

105 Green Lane, Leamore. WS3 2BN 50 High Street, Brownhills. WS8 6EL 

*Subject to survey, installation charge and minimum rental period 



Aldridge 
.Fireplaces 


15 



FREE FITTING 


excludes fires without surrounds 


£100 OFF ALL ORDERS PLACED 
IN JANUARY 



AN ADDITIONAL £100 OFF ANY FIREPLACE 
UNTIL SATURDAY 16th JANUARY* 

All our installations are carried out by our professional in house Gase Safe and 
HETAS specialist teams. 

Visit our website for full details of Products and services 

OPEN MONDAY TO SATURDAY 10am-4.30pm 


£100 OFF. 


51a Anchor Road, Aldridge WS9 8PT 




i *Bring voucher to 
■ claim discount 


01922 458017 


L__ 


www.aldridgeplaces.co.uk 



il 


50 % 

off 

showroom 

displays 




Winter 

sale 

on now 


20% off 

all fitted 
bedrooms 



www.fiirntturofomiodornllving.co.tjfc 
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Craft day 
museum 

PARENTS and children in Walsall are 
invited to join artist Melanie Tomlinson 
at a family craft day. 

The free event, entitled ‘Home 
ground craft and football family drop 
in’, is taking place on Saturday at the 
Leather Museum from 10.30am to 
3.30pm and aims to celebrate Walsall’s 
historic leather industry and connection 
to Walsall Football Club through hand¬ 
made artwork. 

Anyone interested is encouraged to 
come along to add their own stamp to 
the artwork and share their football 
tales. For more information call 01922 
652288 email leathermuseum@walsall. 
gov.uk or visit www.walsall.gov.uk/ 
leathermuseum 




FB Express, which was shut down after the owner was fined for mice infestation 


Shop owner gets bill of more than 
£3,000 after mouse droppings found 


A GROCERY shop in Walsall has been handed a bill 
of more than £3,000 after a rodent infestation was 
discovered. Environmental health inspectors found 
mouse droppings among packaged foods, on floors 
and food preparation areas when they went in to 
FB Express in Caldmore unannounced. 

There were also issues with an access point which 
enabled the pests to enter the premises on West 
Bromwich Street. Officers immediately shut down 
the shop on November 17, 2014 demanding the 
owners carry out a number of measures to address 
the problems. After a re-inspection it was allowed to 
reopen two days later. Walsall Council prosecuted 
owner Foyzur Rahman who was subsequently fined 
£960 for four environmental health offences and or¬ 
dered to pay a victim surcharge of £48. 

Further fines totalling £1,920 were levied against 
the company as well as a £48 victim surcharge and 
costs of £1,137 which meant the firm must pay back 



The poor state of the Some of the mess near 
floors as highlighted fresh food in the shop 

£3,105 in total. F B Express has opened again but 
the owner was unavailable for comment. 

Last year the owner of Madhina Foods in Cald¬ 
more was similar fined to the tune of more than 
£4,500 after inspectors discovered mouse droppings 
scattered throughout the premises. The Chinese 
takeaway was fully cleaned and a pest controller 
was brought on site before it was allowed to reopen. 


MEAT&MORE 


HIGH STREET, WEDNESFIELD. FREE PARKING AT REAR 



“BIG BIG BAGS” FOR YOUR FREEZER 


ONLY 

50P 

PER 

LB 



4Vfe LBS TRAY FRESH! cS* 

ufrt &SPW 

FLAVOURED PORK RIBS+oW 


ALL OUR FREEZER MEATS ARE FRESHLY FROZEN WHILE AT ITS BEST! 

FROM OUR FRESH MEAT COUNTER 

PLUS... 

FROM THE DAIRY CASE 

TOP RUMP STEAK FOR FRYING 

OVER 3000 UNES 

FRESH MEAT PIES SBHaQQ 

BONELESS PORK STEAKS 

IN OUR GROCERY & 

SHORT BACK BACON 450G 

MINTED LAMB CHOPS mm 

FROZEN FOOD 

2.5 KG BLOCK CHEDDAR CHEESE Qj} 

EVEN CHEAPER IF YOU MIX AND MATCH 

DEPARTMENT 

MULLER YOGURT 


KKshT cDQDSu 3 c u^SMIu1]®CJML BUTCHERS SHOP 
WM FT ©0©©@Qfl[Mr I?©®® ©QJJuUSu 3 

LOCATED IN THE FORMER C2&2ZI1 STORE 
ON WEDNESFIELD HIGH STREET 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK KJ Like US on Facebook 


Jobs saved 
in rescue of 
engineering 
specialist 

MORE than 80 jobs have been lost at a cri¬ 
sis-hit Burntwood and Brownhills-based en¬ 
gineering firm - although almost 60 posts 
were saved a week later after the firm was 
bought out. 

Aldridge Fabrications closed three of its offices, in¬ 
cluding one in Coppice Side, Brownhills, before go¬ 
ing into administration at Christmas. A total of 82 
workers lost their jobs. 

But a buy-out was com¬ 
pleted of the firm, founded 
more than half a century 
ago, by Aldridge Fabrica¬ 
tions (AF) Limited. 

The deal made with ad¬ 
ministrators FRP Advisory 
has saved the jobs of 58 
remaining workers at the 
firm’s four remaining of¬ 
fices, including in Mount 
Road, Burntwood, and 
Chase Road, Brownhills. 

The firm has two other 
bases in Dilhorne near 
Stoke-On-Trent and at Birt- 
ley in Tyne & Wear. 

The company had become 
a specialist in making equip¬ 
ment for mines. 

But the global mining in¬ 
dustry has slumped in the 
last three years, as the price 
of iron, coal and other met¬ 
als has fallen dramatically, 
largely because demand 
from the huge Chinese econ¬ 
omy has dried up. 

Unsustainable 

In a statement from FRP 
Advisory, the administra¬ 
tors said: “Company turno¬ 
ver had declined for the past 
few years as the business 
was over-exposed to a con¬ 
tracting mining industry, 
resulting in unsustainable 
pressure on the company’s 
cash flow. 

“Aldridge Fabrications 
was restructured in order to 
try and ease cash-flow but 
the decline in income from 
the mining business was too 
severe, leaving the company 
with no viable option for the 
business to continue as a 
going concern.” 

Administrators Raj Mit¬ 
tal, partner, and Arvindar 
Singh-Sall, director at FRP 


Crash women injured 

TWO women had to be taken to hospital after a crash in 
Walsall. 

The smash, which happened on Bentley Road North at 
around 7.45am last Friday morning, saw one woman taken 
to New Cross Hospital in Wolverhampton and the other to 
Walsall Manor. 

Both were suffering with neck and back pains. 

Two ambulances and fire crews were sent to the scene, 
while the accident blocked one lane of the busy road for 
commuters. 



Aldridge Fabrications 


Advisory, were called in on 
December 18. They had to 
immediately cease trading 
at the company’s mining di¬ 
vision, resulting in the clo¬ 
sure of three operating sites. 

Prior to the adminis¬ 
tration the company had 
concluded the redundancy 
process with 82 of its staff. 
The closed sites comprised 
of Prenton in Merseyside; 
Coppice Side, Brownhills 
and a factory in Hungary. 

Arvindar Singh-Sall, from 
FRP Advisory, said: “The 
sale has secured the future 
of Aldridge Fabrications’ 
fabrications division and 58 
jobs, ensuring a continuity 
of service to the business’ 
core customers who rely on 
the quality of its steel prod¬ 
ucts. This transaction is 
particularly welcome to the 
regional Midlands economy 
amid the continued difficul¬ 
ties faced across the wider 
steel manufacturing sector. 

“The company’s division 
supplying products for the 
mining industry was the lat¬ 
est to feel the squeeze from 
an industry which remains 
tough for all operators and 
suppliers.” 
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Artist to make light 
work of micro-Noddy 



Micro sculptor Willard Wigan he uses the eye of a needle for his tiny sculptures 


THE Light House in Wolver¬ 
hampton is planning a spe¬ 
cial celebration for its silver 
screen year - including a mini 
Noddy Holder and a world fa¬ 
mous sculptor. 

The media centre, which shows 
a variety of films and plays, turns 
30 this year and is also celebrat¬ 
ing 25 years of being in its home 
in the Chubb Buildings. 

To mark the milestone, the centre is 
hosting a major exhibition from world 
famous sculptor and Wolverhampton 


local Willard Wigan. Mr Wigan MBE, 
from Ashmore Park Estate in Wednes- 
field, makes microscopic art, with his 
sculptures usually placed in the eye of 
a needle or on the head of a pin. 

His exhibition will feature a mi¬ 
cro-sculpture of Walsall’s Noddy 
Holder as the centre piece and will 
run from March 13-May 2. Noddy 
himself will be in attendance to unveil 
his sculpture. The Light House is also 
hosting a VIP and corporate day, a se¬ 
ries of 25 year-anniversary film screen¬ 
ings and a host of events set to be 
announced. Also for 2016, the centre’s 
jazz and comedy nights are returning. 



Noddy Holder to feature 


WE WILL 
BEAT ANY 
QUOTE 



BEST CARE MOBILITY 
SPECIAL OPENING O FFERS 



Unbeatable prices on 
stairlifts this month 


3 months free 
insurance & first 
service is FREE with 
any new scooter 


Local FREE delivery on all products over £25.00 


Less abled bathrooms designed & 
installed from £1495 


Stairlift or 
Scooter 
Service £45 
This Weeks 
Special 


22 The Square, New Invention WS12 5EA 

Call: 01922 493506 for more details 

www.bestcaremobility.co.uk 

Mrs Fieldhouse from Walsall says - 
“A fast efficient service, very pleased with my new Stairlift” 

Mrs Harvey from Willenhall says - “A good reliable same day service 
with delivery and collection of my scooter for just £45” 



• £6.5m sales from returning 
customers and referrals for 
each of the last 3 years 

• West Midlands manufacturer 
with a great choice of products 

• No deposit, no stage payments, 
nothing to pay until we deliver 


Love your home? Love your new Avanti bedroom 


Thousands of customers have trusted Avanti to design and install their dream kitchens, 
bedrooms and bathrooms and have recommended us to their family and friends. 

The company has been providing great value, quality and service since 1981. We’ve 
built our reputation on consistently high standards of craftsmanship and customer care. 




Avanti Kitchens 
Bedrooms & Bathrooms 


Everything fits in beautifully 


www.avantikb.co.uk 


• Finance options available** **Credit is subject to status, conditions apply, details available on request. ^Conditions apply, details available on request 

freephone: 0800 44 66 55 


Barons Court Industrial Estate. Lichfield Road, WALSALL WS9 9AQ. Telephone: 01543 360720 
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The Electric Construction Company site in the late 1960s 


Science Park was developed to give smaller companies a good start 


Artist’s image of £10m block of offices and research units 



Balloon launch, in 1862, on land which is now used for 
Wolverhampton Science Park 


20 years on and Science 
Park is still just the job 


IT has been a thriving hub 
for scores of businesses and 
hundreds of workers - and 
now Wolverhampton Science 
Park is celebrating its 20th 
anniversary. 

When it was originally built, 
there were hopes the park would 
lead to the creation of around 
2,000 jobs and spark the creation 
of a new generation of companies. 

After two decades, the 80 businesses 
based on the site employ around 500 
people. But Nigel Babb, commercial 
director at the University of Wolver¬ 
hampton Science Park, as it is now 
known, has no doubts those job crea¬ 
tion jobs have been met. 

“Many of the companies that have 
started up here have moved out as 
they have grown. There are now thou¬ 
sands of people in work out in the 
Black Country at firms that started 
out at the science park,” he said. 

New and small firms were attracted 
by quality accommodation and flexibil- 


MEMORY LANE 


By Simon Penfold 


ity. Rents, and even walls, could shift 
to adapt to the size of each tenant as 
it grew. Firms are not tied into long 
leases. And it has continued to prove 
popular, even during tough times. 

Growing 

That has enabled it to keep on grow¬ 
ing since the ground was first broken 
back in 1994. Contractor Higgs & Hill 
Midlands was in charge of work on the 
30,000 sq ft £13 million first phase of 
work on the 32-acre site, which re¬ 
ceived major financial backing from 
the European Regional Development 
Fund and City Challenge. 

The first step had been the clean-up 
of a site polluted by more than a cen¬ 
tury of heavy industrial use. By the 
early 1990s it became clear that at 
least two year’s work would be needed 
to clear the site of decades of pollution. 
Early in 1993 Environment Minister 


Robin Squire used a visit to Wolver¬ 
hampton to announce the government 
would be providing the £3.5m funding 
for the reclamation work. 

Now a three-way venture - the 
council, the University of Wolver¬ 
hampton, and the City Challenge 
board - detailed plans were drawn up 
for the work, with a two-storey tech¬ 
nology centre, a landmark ‘communi¬ 
cations tower, lecture theatre, dining 
area and seminar rooms. 

Work was completed on the first 
stage of development in 1995, and a 
string of companies were on the wait¬ 
ing list. It was not until the spring 
of 1998 that decontamination of the 
whole site was completed, at a cost of 
more millions. 

The final stage of work was com¬ 
pleted in 2004 with the construction 
of a £7m three-storey 65,000 sq ft 
building dubbed the Creative Indus¬ 
tries Centre. Now growth is back on 
the agenda. The Park will see its final 
piece of unused land become the site of 
a new £10.lm Science, Technology and 
Prototyping Centre. 



Environment Minister Robin Squire, right, in 1993 at the 
old gasworks on Stafford Road, Wolverhampton 



E5SM2?; 


/ FITTING SERVICE 
/ METAL, TIMBER, GRP, UPVC 
/ MADE TO MEASURE 

/ ALL MAJOR MANUFACTURERS AVAILABLE 

Showroom Opening times: 

Mon-Fri: 9.00am-5.00pm Sat: 10.00am-4.00pm 

(all other times by appointment) 

WALSALL GARDEN CENTRE 

Sutton Road, Walsall WS9 0QH 


BROMPTON 


5^01922 611253 



www.wmgaragedoors.co.uk 

sales@wmgaragedoors.co.uk # 


INC*Not in conjunction with any other offer. *Based on a 7 x 7ft Garage Door. *Fitting Charges apply. 





































































































Raw garage rock 
is in Hinds sight 

ALBUMS I ■ v l - 



Hinds — lo-fi chant-along rock ‘n’ roll with a vintage surf guitar sound 


by Leon Burakowski 


THE girly garage rock sound 
of young Spanish band Hinds 
has a ramshackle charm on 
their debut album Leave Me 
Alone. 

They put a female slant on the sort 
of chaotic rock that’s familiar from The 
Libertines and Palma Violets on San 
Diego and there is something oddly 
touching about I’ll Be Your Man. 

No one who has ever embraced the 
punk ethic can’t help but enjoy their lo- 
fi chant-along rock ‘n’ roll with its vin¬ 
tage surf guitar sound. 

Hinds will be in concert at Birming¬ 
ham venue The Hare & Hounds, in 
Kings Heath, on February 23. 

Handsworth singer Ruby Turner 
gets the showcase she deserves with 
the album Jools & Ruby, in which the 
vocal mainstay of Jools Holland’s 
Rhythm and Blues Orchestra takes 
centre stage for a soul-stirring and 
foot-tapping selection of new and vin¬ 
tage songs. 

Ruby has a voice as big and rich as 
her cheery personality and is second 
to none in the UK when it comes to 
singing soul, gospel, jazz, blues and 
reggae. All those genres and more are 
covered on this 22 track selection with 
top-notch tinkling of the ivories from 
her old pal Jools, the boogie woogie 
specialist, and classy rhythm and brass 
from the orchestra. 

Highlights include her versions of 
Peace In The Valley, This Train, Honey 
Hush, the saucy My Country Man and 
new Ruby-Jools co-written song Pray 
Have Mercy. 

Cage The Elephant come from 
Kentucky but sound more like they hail 
from the UK with a sound influenced 
by Britpop, mod and glam rock. Hints 


of The Kinks and Supergrass can be 
heard on their fourth album Tell Me 
I’m Pretty, produced by Dan Auerbach 
of The Black Keys. They are also con¬ 
temporary enough to appeal to fans of 
Peace and The Temples. 

Highlights include recent single Trou¬ 
ble, the Animals-like Cold Cold Cold 
and Marc Bolan meets The Monkees 
stomper That’s Right. 

Sometimes artists from the avant 
garde can make the finest, most so¬ 
phisticated popular music, and people 
such as David Bowie, Brian Eno and 
Green Gartside spring to mind. Maybe 
it’s something to do with de-construct¬ 
ing music to find out what makes it 
work. 

Add the name of Julia Holter, a 


31-year-old Californian who has pur¬ 
sued her own path over three experi¬ 
mental albums leading to her latest, 
Have You In My Wilderness. It is be¬ 
ing described as a classic by some. 

I missed it when originally released 
in the autumn and am grateful to have 
belatedly caught up. With her uncon¬ 
ventional but appealing phrasing, she 
performs quirky pop songs and moody 
ballads in which, Bowie-like, she tends 
to play characters. 

She is a fresh talent who could ap¬ 
peal to admirers of Kate Bush, Tori 
Amos and Alison Goldfrapp, even fans 
of more mainstream pop stars, such as 
Ellie Goulding and Lana Del Ray, could 
be drawn in by this intriguing, captivat¬ 
ing album. 


TILES AT UNBELIEVABLE PRICES 
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• Marble • Stone 

• Granite • Travertine 

• Glass • Slate 

• Natural Stone • Porcelain 

• Limestone 


10% off with this advert 

conditions apply 
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MAIN SHOWROOM 

01922 455532 

Unit 6 Birch Lane 
Business Park, 
Birch Lane, Stannall, 
Walsall WS9 OOF 


RETAIL SHOP 

01922 623018 

191 Wolverhampton 
Road West, 
Bentley, Walsall 
WS2 ODU 


www.bentleytile.co.uk 


Ceramic Tile Centre * 

Established 30 Years 




yrs 

A 

IN 


>C FROM ONLY FROM ONLY 

O APR £99 £69 

REPRESENTATIVE Af M M DEPOSIT * 

INCLUDES : 3 YEARS PARTS AND LABOUR GUARANTEE 
AND 3 YEARS HONDACARE ASSISTANCE 


HONDA 


NEW 2016 OFFERS 

_ CITY STYLE _ 


Bikes must be registered by 30th March 2016 


ORDERYOUR 


ESIvB 

BRINDLEY BIKENOVV 


SPORTY 12 5cc 


17 


SH 125i ABS 

Unrivalled practicality, comfort & safety 
y Abs brakes 

y Colour matched topbox £17 

/ Idle stop/start system 
y 16" wheels 
y Ultimate scooter 
transport 


CBR 12 SR 

Learner legal & ideal commuter ... 

y A 125 designed to give you the 
RIDING DYNAMICS of a 
FIREBLADE 


17 

,£17, 


QUALITY & ECONOMIC COMMUTERS 


ALL NEW CB125F 

y Brand new model 
y Razor-sharp styling 
y Easy handling 
y instant fun 


PCX 125 

y Twist & go 
y Full led lighting 
y Comfort 


MSX125 

y Compact 
y Serious fun 
y Great commuter 



Choice of Pearl colours 


Choice of metallic colours 


Choice of metallic colours 


Choice of metallic colours 


48 ‘69 


48 ‘81 


REPRESENTATIVE | DEPOSIT I MONTHS I PER MONTH ■ M REPRESENTATIVE I DEPOSIT IMONTHSI PER MONTH 



, A .9% APR 3.55 % 

%P REPRESENTATIVE PER ANNUM 

‘99 

DEPOSIT 

48 

MONTHS 

£ 66 59 

PER MONTH 


Finance examples based on : CB125F, PCX125 & MSX125 models at cash price of £2,898, SHI 25i ABS at £3,398 & CBR125R models at £3,998 including all on road charges with 12 months RFL & supplied L Plates.. Offer prices are inclusive of Honda 3rd Year Guarantee 
extended cover. Total Financial amount payable for CB125, PCX125 & MSX125: £3,295.32 including all charges @ 6.9% APR. SHI 25iABS : £3,398.00 & CBR125R: £3,795.00 @ 0% APR. Fuel consumption for, CB125F:151.1 mpg, PCX125:133.9mpg, MSX125:186mpg, SH 125i 
133.9mpg, CBR125R: 122.6mpg, (all at WMTC Mode). Finance is only available to persons aged 18 or over, subject to status. Credit provided by Honda Finance Europe Pic, Cain Road, Bracknell, RG12 1HL ,HFE Pic is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct 
Authority, Financial Services Register number 312541. Bikes subject to availability. Bikes must be registered by 30th March 2016. Subject to availability. Terms & Conditions apply. Graphics for illustration purposes only. 


i' MOT Offer- ALL makes 
of bikes -contact Dan 


BRINDLEY HONDA MOTORCYCLES 


01902 690586 


honda West Street, off Stafford Road, Wolverhampton WV1 0 6HT (next to Wickes) www.brindleyhondabikes.co.uk 
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We are unlicensed but you are welcome to bring your own drinks 


Exclusive Indian & Banagladeshi 
Cuisine Restaurant and Takeaway 


Sun- Thursday 5.30pm- 11.00pm Fri- Sat 5.30pm- 12.30am 
10% discount on collection | Free home delivery on orders 
over f 10.00 within 3 mile radius 


6 COURSE MEAL 
EAT IN ONLY 

DAYS A WEEK 


Pappadorn & Chutney 
Any 1 Starter 
Any I Main Course 


£9.95 per person 



Any 1 Side dish 
Any 1 Rice or NanCoffee or 
Ice Cream 


CONDIMENTS 

Plain Popadum Indian Crisp .. 
Spiced Popadum. 


...£6.75 


Cutney each .. 

Onion chutney, mango chutney, 
red sauce & Mint sauce 
Pickle. 


APPETISERS 
Onion Bhajee.. 


.£2.75 

Onion and Lentils mixed with ground flour and deep fried 

Vegetable Samosa.£2.75 

Vegetable spiced and stuffed in a thin pastry 

Chicken Tikka .£3.50 

Marinated diced chicked skewered and roasted in tandoor 

Lamb Tikka.£3.50 

Tender lamb marinated and cooked in tandoor 

Sheek Kebab 

Spicy minced lamb rolled like a sausage and grilled in tandoor 

Meat Samosa . £2.75 

Spiced meat stuffed in thin pastry 

Shamee Kebab.£2.95 

Minced meat flavoured with mixed spices, green herbs and shallow fried 

Tandoori mixed Kebab.£4.95 

Chicken Tikka, Lamb Tikka and sheek kebab 

Prawn Puri.£3.60 

Prawns cooked with spices and herbs, served overpuri bread 

King Prawn Butterfly.£3.95 

King prawns marinated and dipped in light spices and fried in butter 

Lamb Chops.£3.60 

TANDOORI CUISINE 

Tandoori dishes are marinated in yogurt, fresh 

herbs and the finest of spices and slowly cooked in the tandoor. 

Tandoori King Prawn.£7.00 

King Prawns marinated in special spices and grilled in the tandoor. 

Tandoori Mixed Grill.£8.95 

Chicken Tikka, Lamb Tikka, Tandoori Chicken, sheek kebab served with nan 
bread, salad mint sauce. 

Tandoori Chicken.£5.50 

Chicken marinated and barbecued in tandoor. Half on the bone. 

Chicken Tikka or Lamb Tikka.£5.50 

Marinated diced chicken/Lamb roasted on skewers in the tandoor. 

SIGNATURE DISHES 

Shatkora Bhuna Chicken or Lamb.£7.95 

Recipe with fresh garlic coriander, spring onions a wedge of citrus fruit 

Archeri Chicken or Lamb.£7.95 

cooked with aromatic mango pickle, distinct flavour 

Naga Chicken or Lamb.£7.95 

cooked with an extremely hot nag chillies from Bangladesh. Very fresh flavour 


Royal Tikka Bhuna.£9.95 

Chicken Tikka, Lamb tikka & King prawn cooked with whole spices- bay leaf, 
cardomoms & cinnamon special in sauce. 

Butter Chicken £6.95 

Pices of Chicken Tikka cooked in a buttery creamy sauce 

MASALA DISHES 

Meat marinated in massala sauce, cooked in tamdoor& simmer in a rich 
creamy sauce of mild spice 

Chicken Tikka Massala.£5.50 

Lamb Tika Massala.£5.50 


PRESIDENT SIZZLING SPECIAL 

These Dishes are cooked to individual requirements 

Sizzling Chicken. 

Strips of Chicken Stir fried in a tomato sauce 

Sizzling chingri.£8.95 

Fresh Garlic, ginger and spring onions are added with fresh coriander to make 
this tiger prawn prawn dish rich in flavour 

Sizzling Tandoori.£7.95 

Tandoor Cooked chicked on the bone, cooked in bangladeshi home made pickle 
and crushed methi leaves. 

FIRM FAVOURITES 

ROGAN cooked in oriental spices, garnished with tomato 
BHUNA cooked with spring onions, tomatoes and green herbs, medium 
DANSAK Sweet and Sour, cooked with lentils and pineapple 
MADRAS A fairly hot dish 

VINDALOO Very hot, hotter than madras with potato 

KURMA Very Mild, sweet and cream 

PATHIA Hot sweet and sour 

SAGWALLA Cooked in oriental spices and spinach 

DANGALI A mild, medium strength dish cooked with onion, a touch of garlic 

and selection of herbs, garnished with banana rind. 

DUPIAZA Cooked with plenty of onions and capsicum 

JALFREZI cooked with green chillies, green peppers, garlic & ginger hot dish 

KARAHI a bangladeshi dish, selected herbs, spices fried tomatoes, onions and 

peppers 

BALTI Cooked with onions, fresh garlic, gimger, peppers, tomatoes and fresh 
coriander in a rich sauce 

Chicken.£4.95 

meat.£4.95 

prawn.£4.95 

King prawn.£7.00 

Vegetable.£4.50 

Chicken Tikka.£4.95 

Lamb Tikka.£4.95 

Keema.£4.95 

Mix vegetable.£4.35 

BIRYANI DISES 

Vegetable.£4.85 

Chicken or lamb.£5.95 

Prawn.£5.95 

King Prawn.£7.00 

Chef special Mix Biryani.£8.95 

RICE 

Boiled rice.£1.50 

Basmati Rice.£2.00 

Fried Rice.£2.50 

Egg fried Rice.£2.50 

Garlic fried rice.£2.50 

Sizzling rice.£2.50 

Lemon & Chilli Fried rice.£2.50 

Mushroom Fried Rice.£2.50 

Special Pilau Rice.£2.50 


Keema Pilau rice.£2.50 

NAN SELECTION 

Nan.£1.50 

Cheese Nan.£2.00 

Keema Nan.£2.00 

Peshwari Nan.£2.00 

Garlic Nan.£2.00 

Bullet Nan.£2.00 

Partha.£1.75 

Chappati.£1.10 


Zeppelin memorial to 
be unveiled in Tipton 



A scene of carnage from the raids in the Black Country in 1916 


A PLAQUE commemorating 
the 1916 Zeppelin bombing 
raid on Tipton is to be un¬ 
veiled later this month. 

Tipton Civic Society is planning 
a ceremony at the premises of H C 
Pullinger in Union Street on Sun¬ 
day, January 31 - the actual 100th 
anniversary - at 3pm. 

The society is hoping that people re¬ 
lated to the 14 local people who died in 
the raid will attend. 

A talk by local historian Derek 
Nicholls on the raid is also being given 
on January 26 at Tipton Conservative 
Club, Union Street, at 7.30pm. 

Tipton Library will also be hosting a 
Zeppelin Day on Saturday, January 30, 
with a talk from Mr Nicholls at 11am. 
Numbers are limited and people wish¬ 
ing to attend should call the library on 
0121 557 1796 to reserve seats. 

The Black Country was targeted by 
mistake as the German airship pilot 
mistook Wednesbury for Merseyside 
with 33 people killed in total. Bombs 
first hit Union Street in Tipton at 
around 8pm, with around five falling 
in the area. 

Demolished 

One also fell outside Tipton railway 
station and more around Barnfield 
Road trading estate. In Union Street, 
two houses were demolished and oth¬ 
ers damaged and the gas main was set 
alight. 

Wednesbury Road Congregational 
Church in Walsall was also badly dam¬ 
aged. 

There would have been no blackout 
procedures in place as the concept of 
strategic air raids were practically un¬ 
heard of at that time. 

While the advances in aviation 
had brought many benefits, they also 
meant that towns and cities in the 
centre of Britain were vulnerable to 
attack in a way they had never been 
before. 

The L19 Zeppelin was later found 


in the North Sea, having crashed off 
the coast at Grimsby. It had started 
dropping its own bombs after L21 and 
although no-one was killed, significant 
damage was caused. 

Over the years, witnesses have told 
of theirg memories of that terrifying 
night of the Black Country raids. Edna 
Smith, who was a four-year-old living 
in Walsall at the time of the carnage, 
said: “It was very noisy, like a grinding 
noise. 

“I was by the side of my mother, the 
people in the distance were just look¬ 
ing up, they weren’t chatting about it, 
they didn’t even seem to be worried. I 
didn’t think much about it at the time, 
but we learned the next day that it had 
bombed a church. 

“We went along to the church, and 
on the table were quite a few books 


that were for sale, including a Bible, 
and my mother bought it for me.” 

At the time, the Express & Star re¬ 
ported that 26 people had been killed 
instantly during the night, but Mr 
Nicholls says the death toll was signif¬ 
icantly higher. 

An inquest was held jointly for 13 of 
the victims of the Tipton bombing on 
February 3. 

The 14th, Louisa York, who worked 
as nurse, had been taken for treatment 
at Dudley Guest Hospital and her in¬ 
quest was separate. 

The ruling from the inquest on the 
death certificates stated the follow¬ 
ing: Wilful murder against the Kaiser 
of Germany and his son, the Crown 
Prince, as being accessory to and after 
the fact’ at the insistence of the in¬ 
quest jury. 



The brutalist-architectural style Birmingham Central Library building being demolished 


Last days of iconic library building 


Tandoori King Prawn massala.£7.00 

Mix Vegetable massala ..£4.50 ENGLISH DISHES AVAILABLE ON REOUEST 


Valentines Bookings Now Being Taken 

v 

Tel: 01922474148 

Tameway Tower, Bridge Street, 

Walsall WS1 1JZ 

Free car park (WS1 1QD) at rear of restaurant 
We accept all major Debit/ Credit Cards 



IT was once at the cultural centre 
of the city - but now machines are 
making short work of consigning it to 
history. Huge pieces of concrete are 
crumbling away from Birmingham 
Central Library as its demolition 
gathers pace. 

This latest picture shows demoli¬ 
tion teams progressing with tearing 
down the iconic building in the mid¬ 
dle of the bustling city centre. 

It is being cleared ready for the 
development of news offices, a hotel 
and shops surrounding a remodelled 
Chamberlain Square. 

The £500 million Paradise develop¬ 
ment project is being used as a cata¬ 
lyst for transforming the city centre. 

Workers from Birmingham-based 
demolition specialist DSM have been 


on site tasked with the major over¬ 
haul of the land. 

Machinery is smashing through 
layers of concrete at the site over Par¬ 
adise Circus which has forced road 
and route closures. 

A hi-tech mechanical excavator has 
been chipping away chunks from the 
building since work started before 
Christmas. 


Walkways 

The work had disrupted this year’s 
German and craft market events in 
the city after the route for people to 
walk between both was closed due to 
the works. 

Office buildings, a hotel and open 
air walkways will be created on the 


area currently occupied by Central 
Library, Adrian Boult Hall and the 
Copthorne Hotel. 

Traffic has been rerouted around 
Paradise Circus island with work on 
this stage of the scheme due to finish 
this summer. Construction work on 
the first new office block is expected 
to begin in the summer. The first two 
buildings to be built will be completed 
during 2018 will be called One and 
Two Chamberlain Square. 

This will total more than 350,000 
sq ft of office space. English Heritage 
bid to have Birmingham Central Li¬ 
brary, which opened in 1974, awarded 
listed status in 2009. The Central Li¬ 
brary shut after the new £188 million 
Library of Birmingham opened in 
2013. 






























































































Heart-warmer 

The Snowman - Page 23 


FREE BROCHURE 0844 288 0830 


COACH HOLIDAYS 


or visit travelstyletours.co.uk 



THEATRE BREAKS 



LIVERPOOL 
BEATLES b CHESTER 



4 NIGHTS HALF BOARD Adelphi Hotel 
• Includes Beatles Tour b Cavern Club, Mersey 
River Cruise b Visit to Chester 



TORQUAY 
b EDEN PROJECT 



4/5 DAYS FROM £149.95 


3/4 NIGHTS HALF BOARD Seascape/Bancourt Hotel 
• Admission included to Eden Project 


4 DAYS FRI18,25 MAR, 22,29 APR, 17 JUN, 22,29 JUL 
j DAYS MON 28 MAR, 18,25 APR, 16 MAY, 13,20,27 JUN 


YORK CRUISE, YORKSHIRE 


DALES STEAM b BOLTON ABBEY 



2 DAYS £79.95 


OVERNIGHT HALF BOARD 
• Includes Yorkshire Dales Steam & visits to 


Bolton Abbey and Roman York plus River Cruise 


LONGLEAT SAFARI 
Jungle Cruise & Bath 


2 DAYS £99.95 


OVERNIGHT HALF BOARD 
• Admission to Safari Park, Jungle Cruise, African 
Village, Longleat House & more plus visit to Bath 

aBBBB 



FLYING SCOTSMAN AT 


SHILDON& BRONTE STEAM 



2 DAYS £89.95 


OVERNIGHT HALF BOARD 
• See Scotsman at Shildon & Bronte Steam Train Ride 



BABBACOMBE 


DEVON STEAM, CRUISE b CREAM TEA 



5 DAYS FROM £179.95 


4 NIGHTS HALF BOARD Norcliffe Hotel 
• Includes South Devon steam train ride & River Dart 
cruise, plus an afternoon Devon cream tea 




Explore more: Lake Garda, Austria, Costa Brava, Ostend, Amsterdam, Disneyland, Paris, Ireland from £189.95 
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Listings January 15-21 


Buy and sell 
with our 
new look 




1. Visit our new 
Classified website 

www.classifiedads.expressandstar.co.uk 



3. Self Serve - 
Create your own advert 
in print and online - visit: 

bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk 


ClassifiedAds 

BUY LOCAL, SELL LOCAL 


Brought to you by Express & Star 


Michael 

Schenker 



Wednesday, 8.30pm 

Robin 2, Bilston 

The award-winning and legendary 

guitarist Michael Schenker will kick off 

a nationwide UK tour with his band 

Temple of Rock at the Robin 2 this 

Wednesday. 

Visit www.therobin.co.uk 


An Evening With 
Chris Hadfield 



Tuesday, 8pm 
Symphony Hall, B’ham 
Astronaut Chris Hadfield will reflect on 
his 35-year career. His performance 
of David Bowie’s ‘Space Oddity’ while 
on the International Space Station has 
become an internet phenomenon 
Visit www.thsh.co.uk 


Daughter 



Wednesday, 7.30pm 
The Institute, B’ham 
London-based trio Elena Tonra, Igor 
Haefeli and Remi Aguslella released 
their debut album If You Leave three 
years ago and are now back with new 
album Not To Disappear. 

Visit o2institutebirmingham.co.uk 


Henry 

Rollins 



Friday, 7.30pm 
Town Hall, B’ham 
Henry Rollins has toured the world 
as a spoken word artist. In 2014, he 
received the Ray Bradbury Creativity 
Award in recognition for his lifelong 
contribution to the arts. 

Visit www.thsh.co.uk 


POP & ROCK 

Devoted To Rock 

Fri at 9.30pm, 

The Knights Quest, 

Rowley Regis, B65 OEE. 

Call B65 OEE 

Elkie Brooks 

Sat at 7.30pm, 

Stafford Gatehouse Theatre, 

ST 16 2LT. Call 01785 254653 

Think Floyd: Pink Floyd Tribute 

Fri at 8.30pm, £21 
The Robin 2 Hotel, 

Bilston, WV14 7LJ. 

Call 01902 401211 

Bravado: Rush Tribute 

Sun at 8.30pm, £10-£12 
The Robin 2, Bilston, 

WV14 7LJ. 

Call 01902 401211 

Michael Schenker 

Wed at 8.30pm, £22.50 
The Robin 2, Bilston, 

WV14 7LJ. 

Call 01902 401211 

Bruno Mars Tribute Show 

Sat at 7.30pm, 

Lichfield Garrick, WS13 6HR. 
Call 01543 412121 

The Small Fakers: Small Faces 
Tribute 

Sat at 7pm, 

The RoadHouse Birmingham, 
Kings Norton, B30 3DZ. 

Call 0121 246 2273 

Aiden 

Thu at 7pm, 

The Rainbow, Birmingham, 

B12 OLD. 

Call 0121 753 1818 

Hopwood Junction 

Fri at 7pm, 

The RoadHouse Birmingham, 
Kings Norton, B30 3DZ. 

Call 0121 246 2273 

Daughter 

Wed at 7pm, 

The Institute, Digbeth, 
Birmingham, B5 6DY. 

Call 0121 643 0428 

Beach Slang 

Wed at 7pm -11pm, £8 
The Rainbow, Birmingham, 

B12 OLD. Call 0121 753 1818 

The Trip 

Sat at 9.30pm, 

The Knights Quest, 

Rowley Regis, B65 OEE. 

Call B65 OEE 

Mood Indigo: Frank Sinatra 
Tribute 

Thu at 9.30pm, 

The Jam House, Birmingham, 
B31QU. Call 0121 200 3030 

Victories At Sea 

Thu at 8pm - 11pm, 

Hare & Hounds, Kings Heath, 
Birmingham, B14 7JZ. 

Call 0844 870 0000 


New Romantics 

Fri at 6pm, 

02 Academy Birmingham, 

B1 1DB. Call 0121 622 8250 

The Modfathers: Paul Weller 
Tribute 

Sat at 7.30pm, 

The Robin 2, Bilston, 

WV14 7LJ. 

Call 01902 401211 

Lee Memphis King: One Night 
Of Elvis 

Sat at 7.30pm, 

New Alexandra Theatre, 
Birmingham, B5 4DS. 

Call 0844 871 3011 

Turnover 

Sun at 7pm - 11pm, 

The Rainbow, Birmingham, 

B12 OLD. Call 0121 753 1818 

The Corrs 

Tue at 7pm, £30.20 - £45.70 
Genting Arena, 

Birmingham, B40 1NT. 

Call 0121 780 4141 

Matthew Espinosa 

Fri at 6pm - 9.30pm, £18 
The Institute, Digbeth, 
Birmingham, B5 6DY. 

Call 0121 643 0428 

Open Mic Night 

Mon at 8.30pm, Free 

Katie Fitzgerald’s, Stourbridge, 

DY8 3TB. Call 01384 374410 

Jamie Lawson 

Fri at 6pm - 10pm, 

The Institute, Digbeth, 
Birmingham, B5 6DY. 

Call 0121 643 0428 

JAZZ & SOUL 

The Big Wolf Band 

Wed at 9pm, 

The Jam House, Birmingham, 
B31QU. Call 0121 200 3030 

The Subterraneans 

Fri at 9pm, Sat at 9pm, £5 
The Jam House, Birmingham, 
B31QU. Call 0121 200 3030 

Delano Mills And Not Strictly 
Jazz 

Tue at 8.30pm, 

The Jam House, Birmingham, 
B31QU. Call 0121 200 3030 

Tom Dunnett 

Fri at 5pm, 

Symphony Hall, Birmingham, 
B1 2EA. Call 0121 780 3333 

FOLK & ACOUSTIC 

The Pitmen Poets 

Wed at 7.30pm, 

Stafford Gatehouse Theatre, 

ST 16 2LT. Call 01785 254653 

Acoustic Showcase 

Thu at 7pm, 

The RoadHouse Birmingham, 
Kings Norton, B30 3DZ. 

Call 0121 246 2273 


Irish Music Session 

Wed at 8pm, 

Katie Fitzgerald’s, 

Stourbridge, DY8 3TB. 

Call 01384 374410 

CLASSICAL & 

OTHER MUSIC 

CBSO Centre Stage: Verdi And 
Puccini 

Fri at 1.10pm, 

Symphony Hall, Birmingham, 

B1 2EA. Call 0121 780 3333 

New English Orchestra And 
Singers 40th Birthday 
Celebration Concert 

Sat at 7.30pm, 

Birmingham Town Hall, 

B3 3DQ. Call 0121 780 3333 

Britten’s A Ceremony Of Carols 

Fri at 7.45pm, 

Birmingham Cathedral, 

B3 2QB. Call 0121 262 1840 

Black Dyke Band 

Sun at 2.30pm, 

Symphony Hall, 

Birmingham, B1 2EA. 

Call 0121 780 3333 

Serenade To Music 

Thu at 7.30pm, £12.50-£45 
Symphony Hall, 

Birmingham, B1 2EA. 

Call 0121 780 3333 

KS3 Schools’ Concerts 

Tue at 11.30am, 1.30pm, £5 
Symphony Hall, Birmingham, 

B1 2EA. Call 0121 780 3333 

Scheherazade 

Sat at 3pm, £12.50-£43 
Symphony Hall, Birmingham, 

B1 2EA. Call 0121 780 3333 

THEATRE 

Eight+8 

Wed at 7.30pm, 
mac, Cannon Hill Road, 
Birmingham, B12 9QH. 

Call 0121 446 3232 

The Snow Oueen 

Thu at 7.30pm, £12-£17 
Prince Of Wales Centre, 
Cannock, WS11 IDE. 

Call 01543 578762 

Back To Bacharach 

Thu at 7.30pm, 

New Alexandra Theatre, 
Birmingham, 

B5 4DS. Call 0844 871 3011 

Death Of A Salesman 

Sat at 7.45pm, Sun at 2.45pm, 
Thu at 7.45pm, 

The Crescent Theatre, 
Birmingham, 

B16 8AE. Call 0121 643 5858 

Crazy Glue 

Thu at 8pm, 

mac, Cannon Hill Road, 

Birmingham, B12 9QH. 

Call 0121 446 3232 


Abuelo 

Fri at 8pm - 10.20pm, Sat at 8pm 
- 10.20pm, 

Birmingham Repertory Theatre, 
B1 2ER Call 0121 236 4455 

Snow Child: Tutti Frutti 

Sun at 11am, 2.30pm, 
mac, Cannon Hill Road, 
Birmingham, B12 9QH. 

Call 0121 446 3232 

Lady Lust 

Thu at 8pm - 10pm, 

Birmingham Repertory Theatre, 
B1 2ER Call 0121 236 4455 

Beyond The Barricade 

Fri at 7.30pm, 

£19.50-£21.50 
New Alexandra Theatre, 
Birmingham, B5 4DS. 

Call 0844 871 3011 

The Lion The Witch And The 
Wardrobe 

Fri at 10.15am, 2.30pm, Sat at 
7pm, £7.50 - £35 
Birmingham Repertory Theatre, 
B1 2ER 

Call 0121 236 4455 

Last Night A DJ Saved My Life - 
CANCELLED 

Sat at 7.30pm, £17-£54.14 
Barclaycard Arena, 

B1 2AA. Call 0121 780 4141 

Peter Pan 

Fri at 2.30pm, 7.15pm, Sat at 
2.30pm, 7.15pm, Sun at 2pm, 
6pm, Tue at 2.30pm, 7.15pm, 
Wed at 2.30pm, 7.15pm, Thu at 
7.15pm, £17-£31.50 
Wolverhampton Grand Theatre, 
WV1 IDE. Call 01902 573320 

Birmingham Repertory 
Theatre: The Snowman 

Wed at 2pm, 7pm, Thu at 
10.30am, 2pm, £13.50-£35 
Birmingham Repertory Theatre, 
B1 2ER Call 0121 236 4455 

Aladdin 

Fri at 1pm, 7.15pm, Sat at 
2.30pm, 7.15pm, Sun at 1pm, 
5.15pm, Tue at 7.15pm, Wed 
at 2pm, 7.15pm, Thu at 2pm, 
7.15pm, £14-£42 
Birmingham Hippodrome, 

B5 4TB. Call 0844 338 5000 

COMEDY 

Stephen K Amos: The 
Laughter Master 

Sat at 8pm - 10pm, 

The Old Rep Theatre, 
Birmingham, 

B5 4DY. Call 0121 605 5116 

Comedy Carousel 

Thu at 7.30pm, 

The Glee Club, Birmingham, 

B5 4TD. Call 0871 472 0400 

The Best In Live Stand-Up 
Comedy 

Fri, Sat at 7pm, 

The Glee Club, Birmingham, 

B5 4TD. Call 0871 472 0400 


Jim Davidson: Charlton Nil 

Mon at 7.30pm, 

£23.50 - £26.40 

Wolverhampton Grand Theatre, 
WV1 IDE. 

Call 01902 573320 

Kevin Hart: What Now? 

Fri at 8pm, 

Barclaycard Arena, 

Birmingham, B1 2AA. 

Call 0121 780 4141 

Knightmare Live: Level 2 

Fri at 8pm, 

mac, Cannon Hill Road, 
Birmingham, B12 9QH. 

Call 0121 446 3232 

Andrew Lawrence: 
Uncensored 

Sat at 7pm, 

Wolverhampton Slade Rooms, 
WV1 IRQ. 

Call 0870 320 7000 

TALKS 

An Evening With Chris 
Hadfield 

Tue at 8pm - 10.30pm, 
Symphony Hall, 

Birmingham, B1 2EA. 

Call 0121 780 3333 

Henry Rollins: Charmingly 
Obstinate Tour 2016 

Fri at 7.30pm, 

Birmingham Town Hall, 

B3 3DQ. Call 0121 780 3333 

OTHER EVENTS 

Autosport International 

Fri - Sun at 9am - 6pm, 

The NEC Birmingham, 

B40 1NT. Call 0121 780 4141 

Trophex 2016 

Sun at 10am - 4.30pm, Mon at 
10am - 4pm, 

The NEC Birmingham, 

B40 1NT. Call 0121 780 4141 

Performance Car Show 

Fri - Sun at 9am - 6pm, 

The NEC Birmingham, 

B40 1NT. Call 0121 780 4141 


CLUBBING 

Propaganda 

Fri - Sat at 10.30pm - 3.30am, 

£3 

02 Academy Birmingham, 

B1 1DB. Call 0121 622 8250 

Relapse - Balearic And UK 
Sounds Of Tech/Bass House At 
Hare And Hounds 

Sat - Sun at 9pm - 2am, 

Hare & Hounds, 

Kings Heath, Birmingham, 

B14 7JZ. Call 0844 870 0000 

MC Nutcrackas Spectre 
Birthday Ball 

Sat - Sun at 10pm - 6am, 

The Institute, Digbeth, 
Birmingham, B5 6DY. 

Call 0121 643 0428 


Check out full listings in the ticket in Friday’s Express & Star 
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Come back after ten 
years? 

AFTER a decade away, The 
Corrs have returned with a 
new album and tour, includ¬ 
ing a concert at Genting Are¬ 
na, Birmingham, on Tuesday. 

Between 1995, when The Corrs re¬ 
leased their debut offering Forgiven, 

Not Forgotten, and 2005 when their 
fifth album Home was launched, the 
band saw album sales of more than 
40 million. 

Then, the soft rock family band 
from Dundalk, took a ten year break 
for solo projects. Now Jim, Sharon, 

Caroline and Andrea are back to¬ 
gether with a new album, White 
Light, which entered the UK charts 
at No 11. 

The siblings have been busy pro¬ 
moting the record over recent months. 

Youngest Corr and singer, Andrea, 
has noticed the change of pace. 

Babies 

“’Where am I?’ That’s something I 
ask myself every day now,” says the 
41-year-old.’’What am I doing here 
and where are my babies?” 

Since the hiatus, Andrea’s had two 
children — three-year-old Jean and 
Brett Jr who’s just turned one — 
with husband Brett Desmond, who 
she married in 2009. 

She says the band’s reunion is only 
a recent plan, from January 2015, 
when Caroline suggested they try to 
write some new music. 

“We all missed being in the band. 

We had gone off the radar, and there 
was no record company involvement 
or anything like that. No one knew 
we were going to make a comeback. 

But if one of us had reservations, we 


Snow body 
does it better 

CREATED by Birmingham Repertory Theatre 22 years ago, 
The Snowman has been delighting young and old alike for 
over two decades with its wonderful mix of storytelling, spec¬ 
tacle and magic. 

Now, it returns to Birmingham Rep following a successful 
18th festive year in London’s West End. 

Based on Raymond Briggs’ book The Snowman and featur¬ 
ing Howard Blake’s much-loved score, The Rep’s production 
has been seen by over half a million people since it first came 
to the stage. 

The enchanting show tells the story of a young boy’s ad¬ 
ventures when his snowman comes miraculously to life on 
Christmas Eve. Featuring a dazzling array of colourful char¬ 
acters, including dancing penguins, magical reindeer, a beau¬ 
tiful snow princess, and, of course, Father Christmas himself, 
The Snowman is a treat for all the family. 

The Snowman first appeared as a beautifully illustrated 
picture book by Raymond Briggs in 1978. It has since inspired 
the classic Oscar-nominated, Bafta award-winning animated 
film, first broadcast by Channel 4 on Christmas Eve of 1982. 

The magical stage production features Howard Blake’s 
timeless musical score played by a live orchestra, and includes 
the signature song Walking in the Air. 

The Snowman is the perfect introduction to theatre for 
the very young and is at the Centenary Square theatre from 
Wednesday (January 20) to January 24. The Snowman is di¬ 
rected by Bill Alexander and choreographed by Robert North 
with set and costume designs by Ruari Murchison. 



Corrs we can 



The Corrs are making a triumphant return Picture by K Westenberg 


wouldn’t be here either. It’s all four of 
us, or none at all.” 

After a couple of days in the studio, 
they had more than enough ideas. 
“And that’s the only reason we’re 
here,” adds Andrea. 

“If the music was no good, I 
wouldn’t be back. We’re so excited 


about it, and playing together after 
10 years not doing so.” 

By September, the quartet were on 
stage in front of 60,000 people at BBC 
Radio 2 Live in London’s Hyde Park. 

It will be worth turning up early to 
catch support group, rising star Brit¬ 
ish country music duo The Shires. 


Black Dyke bring 
the best of brass 

THE world’s most famous brass 
band comes to Birmingham for 
an afternoon concert on Sunday. 

With 160 years of rich musical 
history, Yorkshire’s Black Dyke 
Band is proud of its heritage but 
also looks to the future. Last 
year in Germany the Queens- 
bury-based band represented 
England and won the European 
Brass band Championships for 
the thirteenth time. Black Dyke 
Band is the most recorded brass 
band in the world with over 350 
recordings and most successful 
contesting band having won 
the British Open 30 times and 
the National Championships of 
Great Britain 23 times. 

The concert is at 2.30pm at 
the Symphony Hall. 


Comedians make it 
a funny start to year 

TOP American comic and actor 
Kevin Hart, who starred in Get 
Hard opposite Will Ferrell and 
in Grudge Match with Robert 
De Niro and Sylvester Stallone, 
brings his What Now? Tour to 
the Barclaycard Arena tomor¬ 
row (Fri). 

Andrew Lawrence, who re¬ 
cently had a Radio 4 sitcom, 
There Is No Escape, is at The 
Slade Rooms in Wolverhampton 
on Saturday, the same night 
Stephen K Amos plays The Old 
Rep, next to New Street Station 
in Birmingham. Expect polit¬ 
ically incorrect humour when 
Jim Davidson brings his Charl¬ 
ton Nil show to Wolverhampton 
Grand Theatre on Monday. 


Magical music is 
a classical treat 

ONE of classical music’s most 
popular pieces will be brought 
to life when conductor Andrew 
Gourlay leads the City of Bir¬ 
mingham Symphony Orchestra 
through Rimsky-Korsakov’s 
Scheherazade. 

The matinee performances 
will take place today (Thu) at 
2.15pm and again on Saturday 
at 3pm. 

Gourlay will conduct pianist 
Alexander Romanovsky and the 
CBSO at Birmingham’s Sym¬ 
phony Hall. The programme 
will also feature Ravel’s own 
little book of musical fairytales, 
The Mother Goose Suite, and 
Rachmaninov’s jazziest con¬ 
certo, Piano Concerto No 4. 



ainment 


OCK CHASE 


at the PRINCE OF WALES THEATRE 


January 


THE SNOW QUEEN 

Thursday 
21st January 
7.30pm 

TICKETS £18 
Cone. £16 
Child £10 



SEYES LIVE 

Saturday 
23rd January 
7.30pm 

TICKETS £13 



SSZ 


4-13 

FEBRUARY 


Birmingham Repertory Theatre Company 
and The Touring Consortium present 


y John Steinbeck 



BACK BY ^ 

POPULAR 
DEMAND 

★★★★★ 

“Not To Be Missed” 

WhatsOnStage 

“ 1 

© REPERTORY* 0121 236 4455 

THEATRE BIRMINGHAM-REP.CO.UK 


For Your Advertisement. 



For the best bookings call one of our helpful advisors on 

01902 319191 


ROBINSON CRUSOE 
& THE PIRATES 

Thursday 28th - 
Sunday 31st January 
various times 

TICKETS 
FROM £8 



February 



EVERLY BROTHERS 
AND FRIENDS 

Saturday 6th 
February 
7.30pm 

TICKETS £15 
Cone. £14 


Box Office 

01543 578 762 

princeofwales.live 


The Royal Astor Dance Club 


LEARN TO DANCE 

Get fit and active, meet new friends and have fun learning 
to dance the 

Waltz, Quickstep, Foxtrot and Tango 
Plus 

The exciting Latin Rhythms 
Cha Cha Cha, Rumba, Samba, Jive and many more. 

New Beginners Class 

Starting Friday 29th January 
7.30 p.m. - 8.30 p.m. 

At 

All Saints Church Hall 
Walsall Road, Darlaston 


* 


% 


If you can already dance, then there is a class 
for the intermediate dancer. 

8.30 p.m. - 9.30 p.m. 

Social & Practice session 

9.30 p.m. - 11.00 p.m. 

The cost for the evening is £3.00 per person 

Qualified I.D.T.A. Instructor 


Best Value 

HOTELS & FLIGHTS 



2 ; 


3 

Tm 


I'HilTl 


- Majorca*Tenerife•Benidorm - 
Pineda • Lloret • Calella • Malfirat 
- Santa Susanna «Salou - 


FREE & 
Discounted 
Child Places 


HOTEL ACCOM ONLY 
All Inclusive Hotels From £20 
Full/Half Board Hotels From £15 
Price based on per person per night 
single supplements apply 


■ HOTELS 
HAVE 
POOLS 
AHE NEAH 
IHE BEACH 
SHOPS, 
ANO 
BARS 


GETYOUR FREE BROCHURE ij ,||.LJW 

TEL: 01443 844222 iMl 

wwwJ@rriscoachholidafs.co.uk 
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travel 



More like a cruise ship than a ferry, Brittany Ferries sail to and from Saint Malo The beach at Santander, northern Spain’s city by the sea Enjoy a delicious seafood dinner beside the harbour in beautiful Honfleur 



A street market in the bustling Norman city of Caen 


Relax and make the ferry journey 
part of your holiday experience 


BRITTANY Ferries is riding a 
wave of success after announc¬ 
ing its most successful year in 
more than a decade. 

More passengers are using Brittany Fer¬ 
ries as the gateway to western France and 
northern Spain, and the company is also be¬ 
coming a major one-stop holiday provider. 

The 20 per cent discount on holidays 
booked before February 9 and a modest de¬ 
posit of £40 per person is proving popular 
with families, especially as they can further 
spread the cost with the balance payable six 
weeks before departure. 

Holidays in France, Spain and Portugal 
range from hotels and campsites to self-ca¬ 
tering gites, cottages, paradors, apartments 
and villas. 

Departures from Portsmouth, Poole and 
Plymouth, as opposed to negotiating the 


By Leon Burakowski 

chock-a-block M25-M20 to Dover, and the 
lure of often empty roads in Normandy and 
Brittany, instead of Calais and its problems, 
have won over families keen to avoid stress. 

The holiday starts once aboard the cruise 
ferries with day and evening cabins availa¬ 
ble, or comfortable reserved seats, to ensure 
a relaxing experience — plus live entertain¬ 
ment, cinemas, shops, fine French dining or 
self-service restaurants. 

Or from May to September there is a 
high speed service with the catamaran Nor¬ 
mandie Express getting from Portsmouth 
to Cherbourg in as little as three hours. 

Don’t rush to your resort as soon as you 
reach the port because these coastal towns 
and cities are worth exploring, maybe on a 
short break or as a touring base. Favour¬ 
ites include Caen, a short distance from the 


ferry port at Ouistreham, which is dom¬ 
inated by William the Conquerer’s huge 
castle and has the lively buzz of a univer¬ 
sity city. It is also only a short distance 
from here to Bayeux with its museum based 
around the famous tapestry. 

Le Havre was rebuilt after the destruc¬ 
tion of the Second World War and is now a 
World Heritage site, a Maritime Metropolis 
famed for its 1950s architecture, Reached 
from Portsmouth via the ‘Economie’ ser¬ 
vice, this gateway to the Alabaster Coast is 
just a short drive — via the breathtaking 
Normandy Bridge over the Seine — to the 
picturesque harbour town of Honfleur, fa¬ 
mous for art and seafood. 

If food is high on the agenda, there is a 
quite amazing range of restaurants in the 
walled port city of Saint Malo in Brittany. 
The former haunt of infamous pirates is the 
place to sample the famous Breton crepes 


and cider, and it also has lots of chic shops. 
Not far from Saint Malo is the magnificent 
and mystical Mont Saint Michel, another 
Unesco World Heritage site. The 24 to 32 
hour services to Spain from Portsmouth 
link the UK with the bustling Basque city of 
Bilbao famed for the Frank Gehry-designed 
Guggenheim Museum Bilbao and the beach 
city of Santander. 

Brittany Ferries operates routes to five 
destinations in Normandy and Brittany. 
Book online at www.brittanyferries.com or 
call 0330 159 7000. Brittany Ferries also 
has money-saving sail-and-stay offers - visit 
www.brittanyferries.com/offers. Brittany 
Ferries offers up to seven weekly return 
crossings from Portsmouth or Plymouth to 
Spain. Visit www.brittanyferries.com/holi- 
days or call 0330 159 4700. 

Pictures courtesy of www.calvados-tour 
isme.com and Brittany Ferries. 




GRAND OPENING 

20th January 2016 

Beijing House 

A la Carte Chinese Restaurant 

Beijing House offers a sumptuous feast of authentic Chinese and Cantonese 
recipes all freshly prepared using the very best ingredients. 



With over 20 years experience including 5 star hotels our chef offers 
exclusive dining experience. Our management and staff look forward 
welcoming you and we can ensure high levels of service. 


COME AND CELEBRATE 
CHINESE NEW YEAR 
YEAR OF THE MONKEY 

Monday 8th February 2016 


20 


%OFF 

Dine in (bookings only) 

Takeaway (collection only) 
Present voucher on arrival 


The management reserve the right to withdraw this offer at any time | Valid 20.1.16 -13.2.16 


Open 6 days a week Closed Tuesday | 113 Bloxwich Road South, Willenhall 

Call to book 01902 630075 I 078307 14795 


Hf ^ ' Delivery available within a 3 mile radius 


£10 INTRODUCTORY OFFER 

Sign up to an Express & Star PLUS+ subscription today 



The benefits of joining Express & Star PLUS+ 


Express & Star delivered, six nights a week 
Digital editon of the Express & Star 
Mobile apps for iPhone and Android 
Tablet apps for iPad, Android & Kindle Fire 
7 day searchable archive 
Holiday stop/start ^ 

Interactive features 
Online subscription manager 
Accessible worldwide 


SUBSCRIBE TODAY: Freephone 0800146 540 
or E-mail: starservice@expressandstar.co.uk 






Express & Star liium 

PRINT | MOBILE | TABLET | ONLINE 
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SATURDAY’S TV JANUARY 16 25 


CHOICE 



Dermot O'Leary 


The Getaway Car 
(BBC1, 6.50pm) 

Dermot O’Leary takes five pairs 
of contestants to the South 
African countryside, where he 
puts their nerves, driving and 
communication skills - and their 
relationships - to the test in a 
series of high-octane car-based 
challenges. The most successful 
duo receive a chance to pit their 
talents behind the wheel against 
those of Top Gear’s resident 
stunt-driver the Stig. Should they 
triumph, the winners will claim a 
£10,000 cash prize and the title 
of Getaway Champions. The 
contest gets under way as 
firefighter Matt and his wife 
Nicola, studio recording duo Sas 
and Grant, railway workers 
Wayne and Illy, long-term couple 
Vicki and Lindsey and newly 
engaged pair Manuella and 
Jamie take a spin on the show’s 
circuit. 


BBC1 

6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 
Live. 11.30 James Martin: Home 
Comforts. 12.00 BBC News; Weather. 
12.10 Football Focus. 12.50 Saturday 
Sportsday. 1.00 Live Snooker: The 
Masters. The opening semi-final from 
Alexandra Palace, London. 4.30 Final 
Score. 5.10 Now You See It. 5.40 BBC 
News. 5.50 Regional Programme. 

6.00 Pointless Celebrities. Lizzie 
Webb, Chris Steele, Robin 
Cousins, Rosemary Conley, Iwan 
Thomas, Katharine Merry, Dr 
Dawn Harper and Dr Pixie 
McKenna compete in a “health and 
fitness” edition of the quiz. 

6.50 The Getaway Car. New series. Five 
pairs of contestants head to South 
Africa to test their nerves, driving 
and communication skills in a 
series of car-based challenges. 
Presented by Dermot O’Leary. 

7.45 The Voice UK. The BBC’s flagship 
singing contest continues as 
Paloma Faith, Boy George, 
Will.i.am and Ricky Wilson preside 
over the second of seven “blind 
auditions”, in which they must 
select their teams by assessing 
contestants’ vocal abilities alone. 
This time, the coaches hear from 
professional cage fighter Chase 
Morton, who sings on his way to 
bouts, and violinist-turned- 
vocalist Charley Blue. Plus, drag 
queen Divina DeCampo displays a 
unique voice and Liverpudlian 
Stevie Calrow shows off the 
talents that once gave him a 
chance to sing with the Beatles. 
9.05 Casualty. Ethan desperately 
searches a stretched-to-capacity 
ED for a bed to accommodate a 
critically ill elderly woman, and a 
young couple’s plans to go 
travelling are halted by a car crash. 
9.55 The National Lottery Live. Gaby 
Roslin presents as the all- 
important winning numbers are 
revealed. 

10.05 BBC News; Weather. 

10.25 Match of the Day. Gary Lineker 
presents highlights of the latest 
Premier League matches, 
including Manchester City v 
Crystal Palace at the Etihad 
Stadium and Chelsea v Everton at 
Stamford Bridge; National Lottery 
Update. 

11.50 Snooker: The Masters - Extra. 

Hazel Irvine presents. 

1.50 Weather for the Week Ahead. 1.55 
BBC News. 


BBC2 

6.05 Race to Super Bowl 50. (R) 6.55 
Film: Wonder Man. (1945) Comedy 
musical, starring Danny Kaye and 
Virginia Mayo. 8.30 Film: The Prisoner 
of Zenda. (1952) Adventure, starring 
Stewart Granger. 10.10 Homes Under 
the Hammer. (R) 11.10 Natural World. 

(R) 12.00 James Martin: Home 
Comforts. (R) 12.45 James Martin: 

Home Comforts. (R) 1.30 Bargain Hunt. 
(R) 2.15 Escape to the Country. (R) 3.00 
For What It’s Worth. (R) 3.45 Flog It! (R) 

4.30 Live Snooker: The Masters. The 
concluding frames of the opening semi¬ 
final. 5.30 Victorian Bakers. (R) 

6.30 Dad’s Army. Captain Mainwaring 
and his platoon are challenged to a 
cricket match by Warden Hodges, 
who has signed up a professional 
for his side. Featuring a guest 
appearance by former England and 
Yorkshire fast bowler Fred 
Trueman. Vintage comedy first 
shown in 1970, starring Arthur 
Lowe and Bill Pertwee. (R) 

7.00 Live Snooker: The Masters. Hazel 
Irvine presents coverage of the 
second semi-final from Alexandra 
Palace, London, where the line-up 
for the final will be confirmed over 
the best of 11 frames. Shaun 
Murphy prevailed against Mark 
Allen with a 6-2 victory in last 
year’s concluding semi-final, 
earning him a chance to claim the 
title in a contest against Neil 
Robertson. With commentary by 
Dennis Taylor, Ken Doherty, 
Stephen Hendry, John Virgo, Steve 
Davis and John Parrott. 
Subsequent programmes subject 
to change. 

10.30 Ql XL. Panellists Sue Perkins, 
Romesh Ranganathan, Bill Bailey 
and Alan Davies compete, as 
Stephen Fry hosts an extended 
edition of the irreverent quiz show. 

11.15 Insert Name Here. Hugh Dennis, 
Omid Djalili, Roisin Conaty and 
Alice Roberts join captains Richard 
Osman and Josh Widdicombe to 
answer questions about famous 
people who share a name. (R) 

11.45 Dragons’ Den. The panel of 
entrepreneurs casts an eye over 
more business ideas, including an 
innovative camping stove and a 
scheme involving hard-boiled 
eggs. Evan Davis presents. (R) 

12.45 Film: Spider. (2002) David 
Cronenberg’s psychological thriller, 
starring Ralph Fiennes. 2.20 This Is BBC 
Two. Preview of upcoming programmes 
from BBC Two. 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: Fort Boyard Ultimate 
Challenge. 6.25 Pat & Stan. (R) 6.35 
Dino Dan. (R) 6.45 Dino Dan. (R) 7.00 
Signed Stories: Share a Story. (R) 7.05 
Sooty. (R) 7.15 Super 4. (R) 7.30 
Scrambled!: Scrambled! 7.35 
Scrambled!: Mr Bean: The Animated 
Series. (R) 7.50 Scrambled!: Horrid 
Henry. (R) 8.10 Scrambled!: Nerds & 
Monsters. 8.30 Scrambled!: 
Thunderbirds Are Go. 9.05 Scrambled!: 
The Tom & Jerry Show. (R) 9.25 Murder, 
She Wrote. (R) 10.15 The Jeremy Kyle 
Show. (R) 11.20 The Jeremy Kyle Show. 
(R) 12.20 ITV News; Weather. 12.30 The 
Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 1.30 Judge 
Rinder. (R) 2.35 Tipping Point. (R) 3.35 
Doc Martin. (R) 4.30 The Martin Lewis 
Money Show. (R) 5.00 The Saturday 
Night Story. (R) 

6.05 Regional Programme; Weather. 
6.15 ITV News; Weather. 

6.30 New You’ve Been Framed! Harry 
Hill narrates more viewer- 
submitted comical mishaps, 
including an unusual take on Ninja 
Warrior UK and a fine example of 
why bicycle selfies are a bad idea. 
7.00 Ninja Warrior UK. Ben Shephard, 
Rochelle Humes and Chris Kamara 
host the fourth heat, as 
competitors from across the UK 
test their strength, speed and 
courage in the obstacle-course 
challenge. 

8.00 Take Me Out. Paddy McGuinness 
lines up another selection of 
potential sweethearts for his 30 
single women. This time, the love 
lift delivers Irish dancer Mitch 
from Bristol, diamond consultant 
Adam from Essex, Salisbury- 
based musician Nathan, and Rick, 
an ice hockey player from 
Blackburn. Each man sets out to to 
impress the ladies, hoping they 
keep their lights on as a sign of 
approval, and Paddy provides an 
update from last week’s couples 
on the Isle of Fernandos. 

9.20 The Jonathan Ross Show. Veteran 
actor Michael Caine visits the 
studio for his first British chat 
show appearance in nearly 10 
years, along with Creed stars 
Michael B Johnson and Sylvester 
Stallone. 

10.20 ITV News; Weather. 

10.35 Film: Lethal Weapon 4. (1998) 
Action adventure, starring Mel 
Gibson. 

12.50 Jackpot247. 3.00 Murder, She 
Wrote. (R) 3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 

6.15 How I Met Your Mother. (R) 6.40 
The King of Queens. (R) 7.05 The King of 
Queens. (R) 7.30 Ironman Switzerland. 
8.00 Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 

8.30 Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 
9.00 The Morning Line. 10.00 Film: 

Flash Gordon. (1980) 12.10 The Big 
Bang Theory. (R) 12.35 Marvel’s Agents 
of SHIELD. 1.30 Channel 4 Racing. Live 
coverage from Warwick, Wetherby and 
Chelmsford City. 4.00 Come Dine with 
Me. (R) 4.35 Come Dine with Me. (R) 
5.05 Come Dine with Me. (R) 5.35 Come 
Dine with Me. (R) 

6.05 Channel 4 News. 

6.35 Location, Location, Location. 
Kirstie Allsopp comes to the aid of 
two friends who want to move to 
East London, and are pooling their 
resources in the hope of getting a 
shared house together. Phil 
Spencer helps a local woman 
hoping to make an investment that 
will help her with her long-term 
goal of quitting her job and making 
a living as a yoga teacher. (R) 

7.30 World’s Weirdest Homes. Charlie 
Luxton presents a guide to 20 of 
the most unusual residences ever 
built, before revealing what he 
considers the weirdest house on 
Earth. Residences featured include 
a skip that provides living space 
for an artist, a rotating house, a 
plane in the middle of a forest, a 
converted nuclear missile silo, a 
perfect replica of the family home 
from The Munsters, a house 
shaped like a giant beagle, a 
summerhouse by a frequently 
flooding river and an apartment 
block that looks like a giant snake. 
(R) 

9.00 Film: Fast & Furious 6. (2013) 
Premiere. A gang of fugitives is 
reunited by an FBI manhunter, who 
offers the criminals pardons in 
return for their help. They must go 
to Europe and bring down a 
criminal syndicate led by a 
ruthless London gangster, whose 
right-hand woman is an old friend 
of theirs assumed to be dead. 
Action thriller sequel, with Vin 
Diesel, Dwayne Johnson and 
Michelle Rodriguez. 

11.40 Film: The Running Man. (1987)A 
convict takes part in a brutal TV 
game show in which he is hunted 
by a series of gadget-wielding 
killers. Sci-fi action adventure, 
with Arnold Schwarzenegger. 

1.30 Hollyoaks. (R) 3.30 Phil Spencer: 
Secret Agent. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake! 8.55 Teenage Mutant 

Ninja Turtles. (R) 9.30 The Saturday 

Show. 11.35 Police Interceptors. (R) 

12.30 Police Interceptors. (R) 1.30 Film: 

Columbo: A Matter of Honour. (1976) 

Crime drama, starring Peter Falk. 3.00 

Nightmare Tenants, Slum Landlords. (R) 

4.00 Ben Fogle: New Lives in the Wild. 

(R) 5.00 Ice Road Truckers. (R) 

6.00 5 News Weekend. 

6.05 World War II in Colour. How 
Britain remained defiant after the 
retreat from Dunkirk, the 
development of radar and a 
breakthrough in cracking German 
codes that helped it win the Battle 
of Britain. (R) 

7.00 World War II Battlefield 

Recovery. A four-man team of 
excavation experts sets out to 
retrieve Second World War relics 
from the battlefields of the Eastern 
Front, telling the stories of fallen 
soldiers by examining their 
remains. 

8.00 Chasing Monsters. Adventurer 
Cyril Chauquet visits remote 
waters to seek out the colossal 
goliath grouper, the world’s largest 
marine fish, which can grow to 
more than 800 pounds. 

9.00 The Championship: Football 
League Tonight. Kelly Cates and 
George Riley present extended 
highlights of the weekend’s 
second-tier matches, including a 
Yorkshire derby as Sheffield 
Wednesday met Leeds United at 
Hillsborough. 

10.00 Goal Rush: Football League 
Tonight. Kelly Cates and George 
Riley present all the goals from 
League One and League Two, 
where fixtures included Bradford 
City v Oldham Athletic and 
Accrington Stanley v Portsmouth. 

10.30 Celebrity Big Brother. Highlights 
of the famous housemates’ past 
24 hours under the all-seeing eye 
of Big Brother, as they try to get 
used to living alongside one 
another. 

11.30 Lip Sync Battle UK: Jason 
Manford v Michelle Keegan. 

Melanie Brown and Professor 
Green present the musical game 
show as comedian Jason Manford 
and actress Michelle Keegan go 
head to head lip-synching to a hit 
song.(R) 

12.00 SuperCasino. 3.10 Celebrity Big 

Brother. (R) 4.00 Celebrity Big Brother: 

Heroes and Villains. (R) 


DIGITAL 

BBC Three 

7.00 Don’t Tell the Bride 8.00 Top Gear 
9.00 Live at the Apollo 9.30 Film: Drive 
(2011) 11.05 Family Guy 12.55 Russell 
Howard’s Good News 1.25 Live at the 
Apollo 1.55 Siblings 2.25 Film: Bedtime 
Stories (2008) 4.00 Close 
BBC Four 

7.00 Stories from the Dark Earth: Meet 
the Ancestors Revisited 8.00 Castles - 
Britain’s Fortified History 9.00 The Young 
Montalbano 10.40 Music Moguls: 
Masters of Pop 11.40 One-Hit Wonders 
at the BBC 12.40 Danny Baker’s Great 
Album Showdown 1.45 Top of the Pops 
3.05 Sounds of the Eighties 3.30 Close 
ITV2 

11.20 Ninja Warrior UK 12.20 You’ve 
Been Framed! Gold 1.50 Film: What a 
Girl Wants (2003) 4.00 Film: Bean 
(1997) 5.45 Film: The Lost World: 
Jurassic Park (1997) 8.15 Beowulf: 
Return to the Shieldlands 9.20 Take Me 
Out -The Gossip 10.20 Film: American 
Pie 2 (2001) 12.25 The Keith Lemon 
Sketch Show 1.20 Reality Bites 1.55 Viral 
Tap 2.30 Totally Bonkers Guinness World 
Records 2.55 Teleshopping 5.55 ITV2 
Nightscreen 
ITV3 

11.50 A Touch of Frost 1.50 The 
Adventures of Sherlock Holmes 4.05 
Film: Columbo: Butterfly in Shades of 
Grey (1993) 6.05 Lewis 8.00 Foyle’s War 
10.00 Agatha Christie’s Marple 12.00 
Marchlands 1.00 The Adventures of 
Sherlock Holmes 2.00 Man About the 
House 2.30 Teleshopping 

ITV4 

I. 1 5 Film: Captain Newman MD (1964) 

3.50 Film: Tobruk (1 967) 6.00 Storage 
Wars: Texas 8.00 Storage Wars 9.00 
Film: Assassins (1 995) 11.40 Film: The 
Glimmer Man (1 996) 1.35 Nitro Circus 
2.00 The Professionals 2.55 ITV4 
Nightscreen 3.00 Teleshopping 

E4 

II. 00 How I Met Your Mother 12.00 
Couples Come Dine with Me 2.00 The 
Goldbergs 3.00 Brooklyn Nine-Nine 4.00 
The Big Bang Theory 9.00 Film: Role 
Models (2008) 11.00 Gogglebox 12.40 
The Inbetweeners 1.50 The IT Crowd 
2.45 How I Met Your Mother 3.30 Don’t 
Trust the b**** in Apartment 23 4.15 
Revenge 

Film4 

11.00 The Frogmen (1951) 1.00 The 
Three Musketeers (1993) 3.05 Carry On 
Up the Khyber (1968) 5.00 Fast Girls 
(2012) 6.45 Tootsie (1982)9.00 
Contraband (2012) 11.10 Alleluia (2014) 

1.00 The Wolfman (2010) 3.20 Close 


CO 

z 

0 

0 

al 

X 

<c 

GO 

P? 

>-U 


“Our company is owned and run by local tradesmen 
meaning the work is carried out properly and on time. 
We strive to keep our prices as low as possible in order to 
keep within the budget of retired, disabled and working 
families which make up 95% of our customers. ” 


THIS WEEK’S 

DISABLED SPECIAL 



Recession Busting 
Fitted Prices 


39 Lichfield Road, Wednesfield, 
Wolverhampton WV11 1TW 01902 861908 
Showroom also at 
Unit 4, Charterfield Shopping Centre, 
Charterfield Drive, Kingswinford DY6 7SH 
01384 287222 
SHOWROOMS OPEN 9am-5pm 6 Days a Week 


# PARRYS 

INTERNATIONAL 



• British Holidays 

• European Tours 

• London Theatre 


NEW 2016 BROCHURES NOW AVAILABLE 

Or view online at parrys-international.co.uk 
Landywood Green, Cheslyn Hay WS6 7QX 
CALL ©01922 414576 
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SUNDAY’S TV JANUARY 17 


CHOICE 



Liz White 

Call the Midwife 
(BBC1,8pm) 

Hot on the heels of the 
Christmas special comes the 
start of the period drama’s fifth 
series. It’s now 1961 and the 
winds of social change are 
starting to blow into Poplar - 
but that’s not the only matter 
that’s about to alter. The 
nurses’ uniforms have had a 
tweak, enabling them to ditch 
their ill-fitting dresses for 
something with a more 
flattering cut. It’s Easter when 
we catch up with the ladies, and 
Patsy’s attention is taken by 
local mother Rhoda Mullucks 
who, along with her husband, 
struggles to cope after giving 
birth to a baby with severe 
deformities. Meanwhile, Trixie 
launches an exercise class that 
highlights how little Poplar’s 
womenfolk know about their 
own bodies. 


BBC1 


6.00 Breakfast. 7.35 Match of the Day. 
(R) 9.00 The Andrew Marr Show. 10.00 
The Big Questions. 11.00 Regional 
Programme. 12.15 Bargain Hunt. (R) 

I. 00 BBC News; Weather. 1.15 Homes 
Under the Hammer. (R) 2.15 Eat Well for 
Less? (R) 3.15 Escape to the Country. 
4.15 Lifeline. 4.25 Songs of Praise. 5.00 
Great Barrier Reef with David 
Attenborough. (R) 

6.00 BBC News. 

6.20 Regional Programme. 

6.30 Countryfile. Matt Baker and Ellie 
Harrison explore Gloucestershire, 
visiting Batsford Arboretum, 
where the trees are being given a 
health check, and the International 
Centre for Birds of Prey, where 
Californian Condors are being bred 
in captivity. Plus, Josh 
Widdicombe visits a Welsh 
campsite and beach that holds 
special memories for him and his 
family, Adam Henson meets one of 
the finalist from last year’s Food 
and Farming Awards and Tom 
Heap reports on neglected and 
abandoned horses. Including 
Weather for the Week Ahead. 

7.30 Still Open All Hours. A 
bridegroom has cold feet, and it 
falls to Granville to ensure he 
makes it to the wedding. Mrs 
Featherstone continues her search 
for a husband, and spies two likely 
candidates. 

8.00 Call the Midwife. New series. 
Patsy helps to deliver a severely 
deformed baby, and the sisters 
rally round to give the parents the 
support they need. A keep fit class 
leads to a medical emergency. 

9.00 War & Peace. Pierre fights a duel 
with Dolokhov, Natasha and Sonya 
both receive unexpected marriage 
proposals, and Nikolai makes the 
mistake of placing his trust in a 
dangerous friend. 

10.00 BBC News. 

10.20 Regional Programme. 

10.30 Match of the Day 2. Mark 
Chapman reviews the latest 
Premier League action, featuring 
Liverpool v Manchester United. 

II. 30 Film: The Devil’s Double. (2011) 

An Iraqi soldier is plunged into a 
world of murder and violence 
when he becomes a body double 
for Saddam Hussein’s son. Fact- 
based drama, with Dominic 
Cooperand Ludivine Sagnier. 

1.10 Weather for the Week Ahead. 1.15 
BBC News. 


BBC2 

6.30 The A to Z of TV Gardening. (R) 

7.15 Monty Don’s Italian Gardens. (R) 

8.15 Countryfile. (R) 9.15 Saturday 
Kitchen Best Bites. 10.45 James Martin: 
Home Comforts. (R) 11.30 James 
Martin: Home Comforts. (R) 12.15 
MOTD2 Extra. 1.00 Live Snooker: The 
Masters. Hazel Irvine presents coverage 
of the opening eight frames of the final 
from Alexandra Palace, London, where 
the best-of-19-frames match takes place. 
Subsequent programmes subject to 
change. 5.15 Ski Sunday. 

6.00 World’s Sneakiest Animals. Chris 
Packham features animals that 
utilise devious tactics to win a 
mate and raise a family, such as 
bower birds and fiddler crabs, who 
use optical illusions to impress a 
female, and male topi antelope, 
who fake danger to give them an 
edge. He also looks at family life, 
including the chicks that blackmail 
their parents, and the honeyguide 
bird that dupes another species 
into raising its young. Last in the 
series. (R) 

7.00 Live Snooker: The Masters. Hazel 
Irvine presents concluding 
coverage of the final from 
Alexandra Palace, London, where 
a maximum of 11 frames will be 
played to decide this year’s 
champion. Shaun Murphy claimed 
his first Masters title with a 10-2 
victory over Neil Robertson in 
2015, winning all four frames in 
the second session to avenge a 
defeat suffered at the hands of “the 
Thunder” in this match three years 
earlier. With commentary by 
Dennis Taylor, Ken Doherty, 
Stephen Hendry, John Virgo, Steve 
Davis and John Parrott. 
Subsequent programmes subject 
to change. 

11.00 Film: Jo Nesbo’s Headhunters. 

(2011) A corporate headhunter 
moonlights as a thief, but his latest 
robbery leads him to uncover a 
dangerous secret. Crime thriller, 
starring Aksel Hennie and Nikolaj 
Coster-Waldau. 

12.35 Sign Zone: Countryfile. Matt Baker 
learns about oilseed-rape farming in 
Hertfordshire with chef Jean-Christophe 
Novelli, and Adam Henson meets the 
winner of last year’s Countryfile Farming 
Hero award. (R) 1.35 Holby City. Essie 
allows her personal life to affect her work 
when she has to deal with a difficult 
mother-and-son relationship, while Guy’s 
career goes from strength to strength. 

(R) 2.35 This Is BBC Two. Preview of 
upcoming programmes from BBC Two. 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: Fort Boyard Ultimate 
Challenge. 6.25 Pat & Stan. (R) 6.35 
Dino Dan. (R) 6.45 Dino Dan. (R) 7.00 
Signed Stories: Share a Story. (R) 7.15 
Super 4. (R) 7.30 Scrambled!: 
Scrambled! 7.35 Scrambled!: Mr Bean: 
The Animated Series. (R) 7.50 
Scrambled!: Horrid Henry. (R) 8.10 
Scrambled!: Nerds & Monsters. 8.30 
Scrambled!: Bear Grylls Survival Story. 
9.05 Scrambled!: The Tom & Jerry 
Show. (R) 9.25 Murder, She Wrote. (R) 
10.20 The Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 11.20 
The Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 12.25 The 
Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 1.30 ITV News; 
Weather. 1.35 Catchphrase. (R) 2.20 
Ninja Warrior UK. (R) 3.20 Film: You 
Only Live Twice. (1967) 5.35 Regional 
Programme; Weather.5.45 ITV News; 
Weather. 

6.00 Unbelievable Moments Caught 
on Camera. Part two of two. 
Alastair Stewart presents footage 
of extraordinary animal rescues, 
including a couple who came to 
the aid of a humpback whale that 
had got caught in fishing nets. 

7.00 Beowulf: Return to the 
Shieldlands. Rheda leads a 
search for Slean, who has 
disappeared without trace - but is 
also under increasing pressure to 
identify the traitor before her 
people turn against her. 

8.00 Endeavour. The detective 

investigates the disappearance of 
a Dutch au pair, which seems 
connected to rivalry amid the city’s 
academics. His search leads him 
to a family estate in the 
Oxfordshire countryside where he 
meets three siblings divided by 
personal demons and shared loss. 
Endeavour suspects there is a link 
between the disappearance and an 
unsolved case from years before, 
but as the investigation continues, 
conflict erupts between his fellow 
officers. When a group of 
teenagers makes a horrifying 
discovery, he suspects someone is 
manipulating events from afar. 
10.00 ITV News; Weather. 

10.20 Joanna Lumley’s Trans-Siberian 
Adventure. Joanna concludes her 
journey, visiting the city where the 
Russian royal family was killed, 
before returning to the place 
where she was photographed in 
1966. Last in the series. (R) 

11.20 Perspectives: Eddie Redmayne 
on War Art. (R) 

12.15 Jackpot247.3.00 The Jeremy Kyle 
Show USA. (R) 


CHANNEL 4 


6.15 How I Met Your Mother. (R) 6.40 
The King of Queens. (R) 7.05 The King of 
Queens. (R) 7.30 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 7.55 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.30 Frasier. (R) 9.00 
Frasier. (R) 9.30 Sunday Brunch. 12.30 
George Clarke’s Amazing Spaces. (R) 

1.30 Location, Location, Location. (R) 
2.35 The Big Bang Theory. (R) 3.05 The 
Big Bang Theory. (R) 3.30 The Big Bang 
Theory. (R) 3.55 The Simpsons. (R) 

4.25 The Simpsons. (R) 4.55 The 
Simpsons. (R) 5.30 Film: Epic. (2013) 
Premiere. Animated adventure, with the 
voice of Amanda Seyfried. 

7.30 Channel 4 News. 

8.00 Walking the Himalayas. Levison 
Wood returns to the site of his car 
crash to resume the journey, and 
is reunited with the people who 
saved his life. He keeps a promise 
to Binod by accompanying him on 
a trek to his family home in 
Pokhara, before continuing their 
travels with members of the 
Gurung tribe, who risk their lives 
to collect honey from wild bees 
living on high cliffs. They visit the 
site of an earthquake in 2014 and 
visit Kathmandu, before crossing 
the border into Bhutan. 

9.00 Deutschland 83. While at a Nato 
conference in Brussels, Moritz 
gets an assignment to seduce a 
security analyst’s secretary so he 
can install a microphone in their 
office. He receives word that his 
mother is on the shortlist for a 
kidney transplant, and provides a 
sample of his blood to see if he is a 
suitable donor. Meanwhile in the 
East, Annett discovers her mother 
is hiding something from her. In 
German. 

10.008 Out of 10 Cats Does Countdown. 

Jimmy Carr hosts the comedy 
panel show, with guests Jason 
Manford and Roisin Conaty joining 
forces with team captains Sean 
Lock and Jon Richardson. (R) 

11.05 Film: The Final Destination. 
(2009) Four teenagers escape 
being killed in a tragedy at a 
racetrack-only to start 
dying in a series of gruesome 
accidents. Horror sequel, starring 
Bobby Campo and Shantel 
VanSanten. 

12.35 15 Kids and Counting. (R) 1.30 
Come Dine with Me. (R) 3.55 The 
Fabulous Baker Brothers. 4.50 Kirstie’s 
Vintage Gems. (R) 5.00 The Restoration 
Man. Revisiting a builder who converted 
a former 18th-century folly. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake!: Peppa Pig. 6.05 
Bananas in Pyjamas. (R) 6.15 Angelina 
Ballerina. (R) 6.30 Bob the Builder. (R) 
6.45 Tickety Toe. (R) 6.55 Zack and 
Quack. (R) 7.05 Roobarb and Custard 
Too. (R) 7.15 Make Way for Noddy. (R) 
7.25 Paw Patrol. (R) 7.40 Little Princess. 
(R) 7.50 Pip Ahoy! (R) 8.00 Blaze and 
the Monster Machines. (R) 8.25 Ben and 
Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 8.40 Wanda 
and the Alien. (R) 8.55 Toby’s Travelling 
Circus. (R) 9.10 Jelly Jamm. (R) 9.30 
LazyTown. (R) 9.55 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. (R) 10.30 The 
Championship: Football League Tonight. 
(R) 11.30 Goal Rush: Football League 
Tonight. (R) 11.55 Police Interceptors. 
(R) 12.55 Police Interceptors. (R) 1.55 
Film: Blue Streak. (1999) Comedy, 
starring Martin Lawrence. 3.40 Film: 
Cheaper By the Dozen 2. (2005) Comedy 
sequel, starring Steve Martin. 5.25 Film: 
George of the Jungle. (1997) Comedy, 
starring Brendan Fraser. 

7.10 Film: Ace Ventura: When Nature 
Calls. (1995) The eccentric pet 
detective is coaxed out of self- 
imposed exile in a Buddhist 
monastery to visit Africa and help 
search for a sacred white bat. 
However, his unique investigative 
talents are tested to the limits as 
he faces a race against time to find 
the missing creature and prevent a 
tribal war. Comedy sequel, starring 
Jim Carrey, Simon Callow and Bob 
Gunton. Edited for language and 
sexual content. 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Celebrity Big Brother. A chance to 
catch up with the latest events 
inside the house as the celebrities 
cope with living under constant 
surveillance, with all the 
arguments and alliances, as well 
as the revelations in the diary 
room. 

10.00 Film: Eat Pray Love. (2010) 

Premiere. A divorced woman goes 
on a journey around the world, 
hoping to find the inner peace she 
feels she has always lacked. 
Drama, starring Julia Roberts and 
James Franco. 

12.40 Tattoo Disasters UK. A drunken 
man who used a tattoo gun to etch 
names on his arms. (R) 1.05 
SuperCasino. Viewers get the chance to 
take part in live interactive gaming, with a 
mix of roulette-wheel spins and lively 
chat from the presenting team. 3.10 
Bargain-Loving Brits in the Sun. Cameras 
follow magician Barry, who tries to forge 
anewlifeinBenidorm.(R) 


DIGITAL 

BBC Three 

7.00 Great TV Mistakes 7.10 Pop’s 
Greatest Dance Crazes 7.40 The Voice UK 
9.00 Film: Looper (2012) 10.50 Russell 
Howard’s Good News 11.20 Family Guy 
12.05 American Dad! 12.45 Russell 
Howard’s Good News 1.15 Siblings 1.45 
Pop’s Greatest Dance Crazes 2.15 Great 
TV Mistakes 2.25 Film: 102 Dalmatians 
(2000) 4.00 Close 
BBC Four 

7.00 India’s Frontier Railways 8.00 
Empire of the Tsars: Romanov Russia 
with Lucy Worsley 9.00 Storyville: The 
Golden Age of Circus - Show of Shows 
10.15 Timeshift: A Day at the Zoo 11.15 
Lost Horizons: The Big Bang 12.15 Alex 
Higgins: The People’s Champion 1.15 
20th Century Battlefields 2.15 American 
Nomads 3.45 Close 
ITV2 

11.40 Take Me Out 12.55 Take Me Out- 
The Gossip 2.00 You’ve Been Framed! 

2.55 Film: Nanny McPhee and the Big 
Bang (2010) 5.05 Film: Jurassic Park III 
(2001) 6.55 Minion Madness 7.10 Film: 
Hotel Transylvania (2012) 9.00 Film: 
Quantum of Solace (2008) 11.10 Film: 
Not Another Teen Movie (2001) 1.15 
Reality Bites 1.50 Planet’s Funniest 
Animals 2.15 Teleshopping 5.45 ITV2 
Nightscreen 

ITV3 

11.45 Film: Columbo: Butterfly in 
Shades of Grey (1993) 1.40 The 
Adventures of Sherlock Holmes 3.55 
Agatha Christie’s Marple 5.55 Midsomer 
Murders 8.00 Me and My Guide Dog 
9.00 Neil Diamond: One Night Only 10.15 
Film: Captain Corelli’s Mandolin (2001) 

12.45 Film: Ooh, You Are Awful (1972) 
2.30 On the Buses 3.50 Heartbeat 
ITV4 

2.05 Film: The Hanging Tree (1959) 4.15 
Film: Apache (1954) 6.05 Film: Smokey 
and the Bandit (1977) 8.00 The Chase: 
Celebrity Special 9.00 Film: The Client 
(1994) 11.30 Film: 30 Days of Night 
(2007) 1.45 Alias Smith and Jones 2.40 
Movies Now 2.50 ITV4 Nightscreen 
E4 

5.10 The Big Bang Theory: Superheroes 
9.00 Marvel’s Agents of SHIELD 10.00 
Tattoo Fixers 11.00 Rude Tube 12.05 The 
Inbetweeners 1.15 The IT Crowd 2.20 
Marvel’s Agents of SHIELD 3.15 Don’t 
Trust the b**** in Apartment 23 
Film4 

11.00 13 Rue Madeleine (1946) 1.00 
Clueless (1995) 2.50 Napoleon Dynamite 
(2004) 4.40 The Princess Diaries (2001) 

6.55 America’s Sweethearts (2001) 9.00 
Taken (2008) 10.45 Mr Nice (2010) 




Chase Bedrooms and Kitchens Ltd, Unit 1 Toll Point, Chase Road, Brownhills, Walsall, West Midlands WS8 6JT 

www.chasebedroomsandkitchens.co.uk • Tel: 01543 379666 


Fitting Service Available 

Family Business 
Established Over 30 Years 


Chase Bedrooms & 
Kitchens Ltd 

Unit I Toll Point, Chase Road, 
Brownhills, Walsall WS8 6]P 

Tel: OI543 379 666 
cbkltd@aol.com 


15 Displays On Show, 
Custom Size Fitted 
Furniture Available, 
3D Design Available 

No Hassle Quotation 


Family business established 20 years with large showroom 

► KITCHENS 

► BEDROOMS 

► BATHROOMS 

► HOME OFFICES 

* High Quality 

* Low Prices 

Call 01543 379666 for a 
FREE No Obligation Quote 

Bedrooms and Home Offices from over 300 designs 
No deposit and balance on completion 


I HTTTTT 


FOR GREAT 2016 SAVINGS 
VISIT THE FACTORY SHOWROOM 


We don’t 
guarantee to 
beat any 
‘LIKE FOR LIKE’ 
price - but we’ll 
be surprised if 
we don’t I! r. 


NEW SHOWROOM REF T 
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PICK OF THE WEEK 


FILM CHOICES 

MONDAY 

Crimes of the Mind, Channel 5,3.15pm 

Carolyn Raeburn signs her 16-year-old daughter 
Laura up for a few weeks of horse-riding lessons at a 
remote ranch, but the teenager ends up being 
brainwashed by a woman who grooms her to take the 
place of her own murdered child. Fact-based thriller, 
starring Christina Cox and Paula Trickey. (2014) 

TUESDAY 

The Heist, BBC1,11.45pm 

Roger, a security guard working at an American 
museum, discovers several pieces from a collection 
he has defended for more than a Determined to stop 
the sale from taking place, he enlists the aid of two 
like-minded guards in a desperate mission to steal the 
artworks. Crime comedy, starring Christopher Walken, 
Morgan Freeman and William H Macy. (2009 

WEDNESDAY 
Good, BBC1,11.45pm 

A literary professor in 1930s Germany finds his work 
praised by the fast-rising Nazi party, and begins to 
enjoy the privileges conferred by their acclaim. Drama, 
with Viggo Mortensen and Jason Isaacs. (2008) 



THURSDAY 

Virtual Lies, Channel 5,3.15pm 

A woman discovers her husband is having an affair 
over the internet. He is shamed into giving up the 
relationship and trying to save their troubled marriage, 
but the concerned wife soon discovers her online rival 
is dangerously obsessed with him and will stop at 
nothing to drive them apart. Thriller, starring Christina 
Cox and Marc Menard. (2012) 

FRIDAY 

You Only Live Twice, ITV, 11.10pm 

James Bond is sent on a mission to uncover the truth 
behind the disappearances of Soviet and American 
space capsules before the mutually suspicious 
superpowers go to war. The trail leads to Japan, 
where Bond finally comes face to face with his arch¬ 
enemy Blofeld. Spy thriller, starring Sean Connery, 
Donald Pleasence, Akiko Wakabayashi and Bernard 
Lee. (1967) 


Joyce is still managing 
to have fun in the sun 


W ith the departure of the 

Garveys at the end of the last 
season, many thought that 
ITV’s sun-kissed comedy may have 
finally reached the end of it’s shelf life. 

However, last week’s hilarious 
series eight opener proved that there 
are still plenty of laughs to be had with 
the holidaymakers at the Solana. 

Replacing the Garveys as the main 
family in the show are the Dawsons - 
Sheron (Julie Graham) and Eddie 
(Steve Edge) - hoping for a relaxing 
holiday with their children Rob (Josh 
Bolt) and Jodie (Honor Kneafsey). 

However, in true Benidorm style, a 
peaceful time is not what they get, 
especially as Grandad ‘Eddie’ Dawson 
(Bobby Knutt) tags along. 

In tonight’s episode, Eddie attempts 
to make amends with his daughter in 
law Sheron, which is not easy. Julie 
Graham who plays the matriarch says: 

“She’s got a temper! She’s not very 
pleased that Billy’s father Eddie has 
gatecrashed the family holiday. It’s 
putting her marriage under a huge 
strain. She feels like she’s being made 
to hang out with a really annoying child. 


‘The theme running through the 
series with them is that Billy is trying 
to find the right moment to tell Sheron 
that Eddie is going to move in with 
them back home. He’s obviously 
putting it off because he knows how 
she’s going to react!” 

Another former Solana resident, 
Tiger Dyke (Danny Walters), is back 
for a lads holiday and has brought his 
pal Joey Ellis (Nathan Bryon) along. 

Tonight, the lads take a liking to new 
staff girl Amber, but do they stand a 
chance and are they simply in Spain 
for the sun, sea and sex? 

‘There’s a bit of that, but the 
comedy comes from them being such 
fools,” Walters explains. 

‘They are so innocent, it’s not all 
about drinking and ladies. It’s about 
two mates having fun and they get 
things wrong all the time.” 

Newcomer to the show, Bryon, 
agrees. 

‘They are both utterly useless to be 
honest,” he says. 

So there are few new characters on 
the Costa Blanca, but one old face 


who has returned is Jake Canuso, 
who plays Mateo, the show’s wannabe 
Lothario who is back, fresh from a 
short stint in Madrid. 

In this episode, Mateo becomes the 
odd choice to run a staff first aid 
course. And stalwart Canuso is in no 
doubt that there is plenty of life left in 
the show, eight years down the line. 

“It has real heart, it has craziness, 
jokes and the campness, but 
underneath all that there is a realness 
to the characters,” he says. 

‘They all have their flaws and you 
get a glimmer of that every now and 
again. 

“I also think the time of year that the 
show is on is perfect, as it’s cold and 
dark outside and you switch on your 
telly and see sunshine and blue skies.” 

Of course, having great guest stars 
who are eager to frequent the Solana 
does hurt either. The likes of Shane 
Ritchie, John Challis, Michael Fenton 
Stevens, Frances Barber and Angus 
Deayton all cropping up in future 
weeks, while tonight’s guest star is 
none other than legendary comedian 
and actor Roy Hudd. 



Sherrie Hewson stars in Benidorm, Monday, ITV, 9pm 


BEST OF THE REST 


MONDAY 
Silent Witness 
BBC1,9pm 

Part one of two. An ex-convict is found murdered in 
his home and suspicion immediately lands on a 
recently released child killer. Nikki and the Lyell 
team are introduced to forensic psychologist Sasha 
Blackburn, who works closely with those released 
from prison on licence, as both the victim and one 
of the suspects are clients of hers. The investigators 
soon learn that it is not just the minds of these 
young men that are fragile, but their freedom is too. 
Forensic crime drama, guest starring Lyndsey 
Marshal and Niamh Cusack. 

TUESDAY 
Phone Shop Idol 
BBC2,10pm 

New series. Britain’s mobile phone sales force battle 
it out in ‘Shop Idol’, an annual industry competition, 
in a test of their technical knowledge, customer 
service and sales skills. Over six months, the 
salespeople will take part in competitive heats 
presided over by three judges, with the winner 
receiving a fast-tracked career. In the first edition, 
the most ambitious phone shop staff are selected to 
represent their company. Their customer approach 
is then tested in a secretly filmed visit. 


WEDNESDAY 

The National Television Awards 
ITV, 7.30pm 

The nation’s most popular shows and stars gather 
at The 02, London for the ceremony celebrating 
the best of British TV over the past year. Viewers 
choose the winners via a nationwide poll, with TV 
talking points such as Poldark, Doctor Foster, 
Humans, Downton Abbey, Gogglebox, The Great 
British Bake Off, X Factor, and Strictly Come 
Dancing competing for honours. Includes special 
guest performers, plus Billy Connolly receiving 
the NTAs Special Recognition Award from 
Dustin Hoffman. Presented by Dermot O’Leary. 

Bodyshockers: Nips, Tucks and 
Tattoos 

Channel 4,10pm 

A new year makes many want to try 
new things, such as get a tattoo or 
transform our bodies and faces in an 
attempt to stand out. But some folks 
like to take such things to the extreme 
as this show proves. There’s a growing 
trend of irreversible tattoos, alarming 
sub dermals and huge breast 
enhancements, as Katie Piper 
reveals. She’ll be chatting to 


folks using ever more extreme ways to make their 
faces and bodies stand out. They include Amy, an 
animal lover who had her eyes tattooed black to 
look like a horse and her tongue split to look like a 
snake. We also meet Andrea, a party girl tired of 
her giant double-F boob job. 

THURSDAY 
Death in Paradise 
BBC1, 9pm 

There’s rarely a dull moment for the 
models at a local fashion show, 
whether it’s the pressure of quick 
changes between parading up and 
down the catwalk or the perils of 
tearing the odd dress. However, 
when Zoe McKay is strangled a 
few moments after leaving the 
i catwalk, Dl Humphrey 
■* Goodman and his team are 
called in to investigate. As 
always the investigation 
proves to be far from easy. 
There are no apparent 
witnesses and a lack of 
DNA evidence. Kris Marshall and 
Danny John 
Jules star. 


The Story of China 
BBC2, 9pm 

New series. Michael Wood tells the story of the 
world’s newest superpower, exploring the stories, 
people, culture and landscapes that have helped 
create its character over 4,000 years. He begins by 
looking at ancestry, one of the great themes of 
Chinese history. He joins a 300-strong family as 
they reunite to carry out rituals for an ancestor who 
died in 1049, witnesses a million pilgrims at the 
shrine of the goddess Nu Wa, and hears about 
China’s greatest archaeological discovery, the 
Oracle Bones, which reveal fascinating clues about 
the first great dynasty - the Shang. 

FRIDAY 
Shetland 
BBC1,9pm 

Perez quickly establishes that Robbie’s body was 
retrieved from inside a shipping container. As such a 
thing can only be locked externally, the team now 
seeks a murderer - with Michael Maguire the prime 
suspect. A search of the ferry reveals that someone 
forced entry into the deck where the container was 
parked. Craig is implicated when Robbie’s recovered 
phone reveals several missed calls from him, but 
Maguire remains heavily in the frame after the team 
discovers he recently made a sizable cash withdrawal. 






Visit two of England’s finest cities on this super value break - buy one place and 
get another free. 

Bath is a beautiful city built around its hot springs which were discovered by the Romans over 
2,000 years ago and still remain today. Take the opportunity to experience one and head to the 
Thermae Bath Spa (fee not included, advisable to 
book in advance). 


Other architectural wonders include the Royal 
Crescent, the Circus and Pulteney Bridge which 
crosses the River Avon. And fans of Jane Austen can 
visit the centre dedicated to the writer. If shopping is 
high on the agenda then be sure to explore the array 
of shops the city has to offer. 

Oxford has some of the most breathtaking 
architecture in the country, such as the Bodleian 
library, Sir Christopher Wren’s Sheldonian theatre 
and the Radcliffe Camera. 

Christ Church is also well worth a visit, with its huge 
quadrangle, the largest in the city and its cathedral, 
the smallest in the country. With a variety of galleries 
and museums including The Ashmolean, there is 
plenty to see in this historic place. 


FROM £159* 

Two days departing March 20 

Price includes: 

• Return coach travel 

• Overnight bed and breakfast 
accommodation 

• Visits to Bath and Oxford 

• Single rooms subject to availability 
- supplement applies 

• Price is for two people sharing a room 


Organised by Diamond Holidays 
(ABTA W0552) 


For a brochure call (01902) 319999 (Monday to Friday, 9am-5pm), 
or go to expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

Please read brochure/web page for full information plus terms and conditions 


USE YOUR LOFT! 




kV3950\ 

£ 2?9 


A* 


f Over > 

(10,000 

^Installations J 


Bison* 

Loft Ladders \ 


Access your loft safely and 
easily with Bison loft stairs. 

A “gas” strut mechanism 
requiring just fingertip control 
makes opening and closing your 
loft stairs exceptionally easy. 

• Fully manufactured by us 
in the Midlands 

• Free Survey 

• ‘Bison’ loft ladders, 
only available from us 

• Full 4 year parts 

& labour guarantee 

• The only product available 
with a safety handle in 
the loft 

• Fitted in approx 2 hours 
(including making the 
opening larger) 

• NEW: Now available in white 
no painting required* 

• f: Now complete with 
“comfort” feet to protect 

V carpets and wooden floors. 


: Long Safety Side Handles* 


We also fit loft flooring, lighting 
and roof windows. 


theloftJ^stairs company 

The Loft Stairs Company, Unit 60, Atcham Industrial Estate, Shrewsbury SY4 4UG 

Visit our website www.theloftstairscompany.co.uk 

Freephone 0800 389 1281 
or mobile friendly 01743 761499 



Kitchens 


UP TO 50% OFF 


154 Green Lane, Walsall, WS2 8LE 
Tel: 01922 632 888 (OLD FLOORS 2 GO) 
Email: info@greenlaneinteriors.co.uk 
www.greenlaneinteriors.co.uk 
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PUZZLES 


BRAIN GYM No.360 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of the 
alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use the 
given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you off. 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 


M 

2 

G 

3 

L 

U 

5 

X 

6 1 

7 

A 

8 

F 

9 T 

10 

N 

W 

12 

P 

13 

o 

14 

B 

15 

E 

16 

D 

17 

z 

18 

Q 

19 

K 

20 

R 

21 

c 

22 

J 

23 

H 

24 

V 

25 

Y 

26 

s 


Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 

fit the same grid. 

Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

6. Reading about a 
description of a 
wood, perhaps (7) 

7. Maurice has a heart 
of gold (5) 

9. An expert well 
served (3) 

10. It’s horrible fighting 


government (9) 

12. Martin hopes to 
mix, the very thing 
he hates (11) 

15. The sort of food 
people won’t stand 
for (3-4,4) 

17. Happen to finish in 
the first three (4,5) 
19. Spot a little girl (3) 
21. Less than pleased 


Down 

1. A boring couple (5) 

2. Service gratuity (3) 

3. Apportion food, 
say? (4) 

4. Killer who gives one 
a close shave (3-6) 

5. Steals the child 
while it sleeps? (7) 

8. Base 

Shakespearean 
character (6) 

11. It’s bawled out - and 
is unlikely to react 
tamely (4,5) 

13. Les gets mixed up 
with the law, too 
(2,4) 

14. Possibly a term in a 
tower (7) 

16. He gave people 
the law and doctors 
directions (5) 


with the contract (5) 8 . Overcook fish (4) 


22. Has to r< 

(7) 


20. Enclosure in the 
post you open (3) 



Quick Clues: 

Across 

6. Hide (7) 

7. Tantalise (5) 

9. Charge (3) 

10. Melancholy (9) 

12. Changes of fortune (3-3-5) 
15. Tropical disease (6,5) 

17. Residing in (9) 

19. Moose (3) 

21. Beneath (5) 

22. Clumsy (7) 


Down 

1. Lid (5) 

2. Perform (3) 

3. Ignoble (4) 

4. Warship (9) 

5. Amaze (7) 

8. Interfere (6) 

11. Clapped (9) 

13. Ever (6) 

14. Dismount (7) 
16. Vigilant (5) 

18. Information (4) 

(3) 


Sudoku 
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LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 7 Railway ticket; 8 Chair¬ 
man; 9 Owls; 10 Steers; 12 Inline; 14 Scared; 

16 Glance; 18 Tomb; 20 Leap year; 22 Prefer 
a charge. Down: 1 Pathetic; 2 Plaice; 3 Palm; 

4 Standing; 5 School; 6 Deal; 11 Saddlers; 13 
No change; 15 Rebuff; 17 Anyway; 19 Oars; 

21 Arch. QUICK - Across: 7 Heterogeneous; 

8 Contempt; 9 Asks; 10 Attend; 12 Clench; 14 
Propel; 16 Elapse; 18 Brat; 20 Cock-crow; 22 
Disinterested. Down: 1 Reporter; 2 Settle; 3 
Form; 4 Tentacle; 5 Rebate; 6 Dusk; 11 Delicate; 
13 Customer; 15 Putrid; 17 Access; 19 Raid; 

21 Care. 


1. Who was the Roman goddess of 
peace? 

2. In which book by Dickens does 
Nathaniel Winkle appear? 

3. When is the first day of the grouse¬ 
shooting season? 

4. Who wrote the light opera Tales of 
Hoffmann? 

5. What, in communications, does the 
abbreviation STD stand for? 


6. Who directed the film Orphee? 

7. What is a Buff Orpington? 

8. Which composer wrote the symphonic 
poem Finlandia? 

9. From which country do the Ainu people 
come? 

10. In which ocean is the Banda Sea? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 Saturn; 2 In the North Atlantic 
between the Azores and the West Indies; 3 
New York State; 4 Woodpecker; 

5 In an air crash; 6 Soh; 7 The art of 
decorating or carving shells and ivory; 

8 Sir Joseph Paxton; 9 True or reliable facts 
and information; 10 A collapsible opera hat. 
Niner: VERACIOUS 


Niner 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 

874 gives an animal, 

219 gives a child, 

37564 gives a holy man. 


i 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 


Thinking space 


2 


MOTORSHOW 


REVIEW YOUR NEW 

REFORE 

YOU TEST DRIVE! 



























































































































Preparing for a sale in winter 



During the winter, the housing market is 
renowned for being slower, with many people 
holding off on selling their property until the 
spring. 

However, by incorporating a few simple tips, 
sellers can make their properties look and 
feel more attractive, increasing the chance of 
receiving an offer during the winter, says the 
National Association of Estate Agents (NAEA) 
Martyn Baum, president of National Association 
of Estate Agents, says: “Traditionally, properties 
are harder to sell during the winter. 

“It’s dark and cold and while homes don’t look 
as attractive, we’re less inclined to be proactive 
and search for a property - and this can leave 
sellers feeling in a stalemate position, waiting 
for the spring to kick in. 

“Your estate agent should be well equipped to 
adapt to selling homes in these quieter periods 
but you can start by making changes as small 
as turning on a light or clearing out clutter.” 

The NAEA’s top tips for those looking to sell 
their property during winter are as follows: 

First impressions count: 

The first seconds upon arriving at a property 
really impact the buyer’s decisions, so clear 
your front entrance of any winter weather 
damage. 

Winter can make the front garden and paths 
look dull and dirty, so ensuring these are 
clean and clear of leaves will improve the 
attractiveness of the property. 

Bright and beautiful: 

Ensure your home is well lit, this means simply 
checking all the bulbs are working prior to a 
viewing and switching them on, including any 


outdoor lighting. 

You’ll know which lighting looks best in your 
home so work with this, especially when 
viewings run into the evening. 

During the day you can make the most of 
natural light by ensuring all blinds and curtains 
are fully open and clutter is moved out of the 
way. 

Warm and friendly: 

It’s important to make your house feel warm 
and homely; it will encourage potential 
buyers to stay longer and to be able to vision 
themselves living at home. 

Smell is also important and each home smells 


different, so in order to not risk putting buyers 
off, freshen up your home. 

Open the windows prior to the viewing to let 
some fresh air circulate - unless it’s freezing 
- and display some freshly cut flowers... the 
old cliche of fresh bread or roasting coffee 
really does work as well. It is also advisable to 
accentuate any features that are particularly 
important in the winter such as a fireplace, 
which can be a real selling point of a home. 

In the Garden: 

A messy garden can signal the need for too 
much work and thus detract buyers; the winter 
weather can also tire garden furniture, which 


looks quite unsightly. 

If possible, clear patio furniture away, if not, 
ensure they are securely covered. It is also 
advisable to trim back overhanging branches, 
particularly those blocking the windows in 
order to encourage as much light into the 
property as possible. 

Be flexible: 

With less daylight hours available for potential 
buyers to view your house, you should be as 
available as possible, for prospective buyers 
to view it when it’s convenient for them. Your 
estate agent should help you work around 
these tricky daylight hours. 

Tackle any winter damage: 

Make sure any problems with the property 
that are more prominent in the winter - such 
as damp or a faulty boiler - are fixed prior to 
putting the house on the market. 

Increased rainfall over the winter does take its 
toll on guttering, so check the gutters and drain 
covers are properly cleared of dead leaves and 
other debris, as leaky gutters and down pipes 
cause damage and are unsightly. 

Flying off for the winter: 

If you are going away for any period over the 
winter, the heating should be left on at a low 
temperature (minimum of 15°c), in order to 
prevent the pipes from freezing. If you are away 
for a long period and don’t want to keep the 
heating on 24/7, make sure it is on a timer. 
Longer spells at a lower temperature can be 
more economical than shorter blasts at higher 
temperatures. This will ensure that there are 
no problems upon your return to be dealt with 
before showing to prospective buyers. 


Benefits 
of using 
an NAEA 
member 

The National Association of Estate 
Agents (NAEA) is the UK’s leading 
professional body for estate agency 
personnel, being part of a group 
representing 16,000 members who 
practice across all aspects of property 
services both in the UK. 

These include residential and commercial 
sales and lettings, property management, 
business transfer, auctioneering and 
land. NAEA is dedicated to the goal of 
professionalism within all aspects of 
property, estate agency and land. Its 
aim is to reassure the general public 
that by appointing an NAEA member 
to represent them they will receive the 
highest level of integrity and service 
for all property matters. The NAEA is a 
sister organisation to the Association of 
Residential Letting Agents (ARLA). 

What makes NAEA members different? 
They are united in their drive to uphold 
professional standards within the industry 
and deliver an unrivalled service to 
their clients. With over 7,000 members, 
NAEA is the largest professional body 
of estate agents, which brings with it 
a responsibility of leading the way in 
making the industry safer and fairer for 
everyone. 

By using a NAEA agent you are 
guaranteed: 

That the agency has professional 
indemnity insurance 
To be consulting with an agent who is 
either experienced or qualified who can 
give you up-to-date advice and guidance 
That you are dealing with an agent 
who voluntarily follows the conduct 
and membership rules laid out by 
NFoPP (National Federation of Property 
Professionals) regulation 
That you have a route to independent 
redress. 



He's sold 

Turn to your local estate agent to sell your property and you will be SOLD ON: 

• Professional accredited local agent service 

• Free valuation 

• Local area knowledge 

• Adverts in local newspapers, online and office window display 

• Registered house hunters 

• Solid marketing advice to help you sell fast 

If you are thinking of selling, look no further than the estate agents in these pages for the best local advice available. 


Publishers of Express & Star and Shropshire Star 


MNA Media 
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LETTINGS&MORE 

lettingsandmore.com I 01902 608 608 

UNBEATABLE 
SAI FS PACKAGE 

ONLY 



COMMISSION FOR LIMITED TIME ONLY 
OFFER ENDS 31ST MARCH 2016 

NO SALE - NO FEE 


PROPERTY 


Refurbished mid terrace 

FULLY upgraded and refurbished, 
this three-bedroomed mid terrace 
home in Bloxwich Road, Walsall has a 
refitted kitchen and bathroom,is new¬ 
ly decorated, has new carpets, double 
glazing and gas central heating. 

It is for sale through Redstones at 
£105,000 with no chain. 

It has a lounge with a bay window, 
with French doors to the garden, a 
refitted kitchen, refitted ground floor 
bathroom, three bedrooms. For details 
contact Redstones on 01922 235350 or 
visit www.redstones.co.uk 



BK3WOOD 


t 


Midlands’ Leading Auctioneers 


Next Auction Coming Soon 


Why Sell With Us? 

• Award Winning Auction House 

• 88% Success Rate* 

• Sold 558 Properties* 

• Raised £77m in Sales* 



* Auction Results 2015 


Contact us for a FREE no obligation appraisal 


Birmingham & The South 

T: 0121 233 5046 


an 

tv... : 

Black Country & The North 



f 

T: 07830 375 823 


W: cpbigwood.com 

@CPBigwood 


[Skier 


more sbjit , greater 
specification from 
just £79,960* 

through Help to Buy (full purchase price £99,995). 


Stunning 1 and 2 bedroom apartments available with an impressive 
specification fitted as standard including carpets and appliances. 

Come see our show apartment and discover more. 

Three 2 bedroom homes also available from only £103,996* 
through Help to Buy (full purchase price £129,995). 


www.kierliving.co.uk 



The Courtyard 

Off Lindon Drive, Brownhills, 

Walsall WS8 6DD 


Showhomes open: Thurs-Mon 10am-5pm 

call: 01543 373592 

email: kph.thecourtyardsales@kier.co.uk 




WhatHouse? 

AWARDS 

2014 


CGI shows the apartment block at The Courtyard. Elevations and finishes may vary. Interior Photographs of a typical Kier showhome.*Help to Buy is available upon request subject to terms and conditions. 
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SWITCH AGENT 


One call & switch to REDSTONES 


■■ 

REDSTONES 

The Property Experts 

T: 01922 235 350 • www.redstones.co.uk 


THINKING OF SELLING A PROPERTY IN 2016? 

WE HAVE BUYERS WAITING? 

SPECIAL REDUCED COMMISSION RATE, ONLY PAID ON COMPLETION OF 
A SUCCESSFUL SALE 

NO SALE NO FEE 

RECOMMEND A FRIEND TO REDSTONES SALES TEAM AND RECEIVE £100 
ON COMPLETION OF A SUCCESSFUL SALE 

CHANGE THAT ‘FOR SALE’ BOARD TO A ‘SOLD’ BOARD 

BUYERS & TENANTS WAITING IN ALL AREAS SPECIAL OFFERS FOR NEW 
LANDLORDS CALL REDSTONES NOW 01922 235350 


Oxford Place Merton Way 



• ••IDEAL FOR LANDLORD AS CURRENTLY LET OUT FOR A£475PCM««» A superb 
two bedroom second floor modern apartment having the benefit of UPVC double glazing, 
gas central heating and no upward chain. This lovely apartment further comprises, recep¬ 
tion hall, lounge, fitted modern kitchen with integrated appliances, two bedrooms (master 
with en suite shower room), family bathroom with shower from taps and allocated parking. 
Energy rating C. 


Cope Street Walsall 

L. I_1 


'm 

umim m 


* 

*8 


k 

Offers around £90,000 



A very well presented, improved and upgraded 
2/3 bedroom middle terrace family home having 
the benefit of majority UPVC double glazing, 
gas central heating and no upward chain. The 
well maintained family home further comprises, 
lounge, dining room, refitted kitchen, ground floor 
refitted bathroom, 3 bedrooms (3rd bedroom ac¬ 
cessed through bedroom one) and attractive rear 
garden. Energy rating D. 


Bloxwich Road Walsall 



A fully refurbished and upgraded 3 bedroom middle terrace having the benefit of fresh 
decoration, new carpets, UPVC double glazing, gas central heating and no upward chain. 
This well presented family home further comprises lounge, dining room, re-fitted kitchen 
with built in oven and hob, re-fitted ground floor bathroom, three bedrooms, Refitted W.C 
(on first floor) and rear garden. Energy rating E. 



• •Suit landlord or first time buyer (Previously let out for A£450pcm)®« A well presented 
one bedroom modern City centre apartment located on the fourth floor and being in the 
heart of Wolverhampton City Centre with the benefit of no upward chain, security intercom 
and lift to the first floor, double glazing and electric central heating. The property further 
comprises, lounge, double bedroom, luxury bathroom with shower, fitted kitchen and 
secure allocated parking. EPC rating of C. 


The Hayes Willenhall 



A two bedroom semi-detached bungalow having 
the benefit of no upward chain, UPVC double 
glazing and gas central heating. The property 
further comprises, reception hall, lounge, refitted 
kitchen, garage, two bedrooms, family bathroom, 
good sized attractive rear garden and off road 
parking to the front. Energy rating D. 


Smiths Flour Mill, Wolverhampton Street, Walsall 



Ideal for landlord or first time buyer is this luxury second floor two bedroom apartment in 
the sought after ‘Smiths Flour Mill’, approximately one mile from the M6 and within walking 
distance to Walsall town centre. The property further comprises, open plan modern living 
room/kitchen area with integrated appliances and a balcony, luxury appointed bathroom, 
two bedrooms, electric central heating, double glazing, video entry phone, allocated park¬ 
ing space and no upward chain. Energy rating C. 


Lincoln Road Walsall 



A very well presented two bedroom end of terrace family home having the benefit of UPVC 
double glazing, gas central heating. This lovely property further comprises, reception hall, 
spacious open plan through lounge/diner, fitted breakfast kitchen, 2 double bedrooms, 
good size family bathroom and rear garden. Energy rating E. 


12-18 Marsh Street Walsall 



Located within the heart of Walsall and offering 
easy access to the bus and train station is this 
large one double bedroom top floor duplex apart¬ 
ment. The property has a spacious living room, 
galleried bedroom, modern fitted kitchen with 
integrated appliances and a shower room. The 
apartment also benefits from double glazing, entry 
phone and a lift within the block. Energy rating B. 


Aldis Road Walsall 



A recently refurbished two bedroom semi detached property having the benefit of UPVC 
double glazing and gas central heating and no upward chain. This lovely property further 
comprises, reception hall, through lounge, fitted kitchen, two double bedrooms, family 
bathroom and front and rear garden. Energy rating D. 


Blackbrook Way Wolverhampton 



A three bedroom detached family home in a pleasant cul-de-sac location having the ben¬ 
efit of UPVC double glazing, warm air central heating, no upward chain and fitted intruder 
alarm. This lovely family home further comprises porch, reception hall, lounge, fitted 
kitchen diner, three bedrooms, family bathroom, rear garden with verandah, block paved 
driveway and garage. Energy rating E. 


Falcondale Road Willenhall 



* I* 

k 

Offers around £130,000 


Offers are invited on this lovely two bedroom semi 
detached property having the benefit of UPVC 
double glazing, gas central heating and fitted 
intruder alarm, located in the sought after ‘Sneyd 
Park’ estate the property further comprises, 
porch, lounge, fitted kitchen/diner, conservatory, 
two double bedrooms, family bathroom, front and 
rear gardens, detached garage and off road park¬ 
ing for several vehicles. Awaiting energy rating 



Head Office 

75 George street, Walsall 
Weat Midlands WS1 IRA 

Company No 05164020 VAT Registration No 945 2601 28 


T: 01922 235 350 E: info@redstones.co.uk 

F: 0845 226 2844 www.redstones.co.uk 
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auction 

HOUSE 


Birmingham & 
Black Country 


Estate House, Darwall Street, 
Walsall WS1 1 DA 




0121 289 3838 


Victor Street 
Pelsall 


Friday 15th January 10am, Saturday 23rd January 10am 



This two bedroom end terraced property which is in need of some modernisation I 
would make an ideal purchase for a first time buyer or investor. The property is I 
situated in a popular residential area a short distance from Pelsall village centre. 
With all amenities close at hand the property comprises: Ground Floor Front door I 
leads to Front reception room with window to front, Rear reception room with I 
window overlooking the rear garden, Modernised Kitchen with stainless steel sink I 
as well as a door providing access to the garden. First Floor Bedroom One with I 
window to front, Bedroom two with window overlooking the rear garden and I 
Bathroom Outside To the side of the property there is a small driveway giving I 
access to a garage. At the rear of the property there is a garden. 

•Guide Price £75,000 PLUS 


15th January 9:30am, 23rd January 9:30am 



Pelsall Lane 
Rushall 

This gas centrally heated and double glazed three bedroom semi detached I 

\ property is in need of modernisation. The property is situated in a popular I 

residential area and would make an ideal purchase for an investor. With all I 
amenities close at hand the property comprises: Ground Floor Entrance Lobby I 

leads to Lounge with double glazed window to front and wooden fire with wall I 
!■ ... | 
mounted gas fire. Dining Room with wall mounted gas fire, Kitchen with stainless I 

steel sink and windows to side and rear elevations. First Floor Bedroom One with I 
double glazed window to front. Bedroom Two with double glazed window to rear. 
Bedroom Three with double glazed window side. Bathroom with double glazed | 
window to side, bath with pedestal hand basin and flush fit W.C. Outside Fore I 
garden with concrete stamped paved driveway a well as a gravel drive for off I 
road parking. Enclosed rear garden with concrete path and lawned area. Garage. I 

•Guide Price £78,000 PLUS 

Liskeard Road 
Walsall 


Thursday 14th 11am, Monday 18th 11am, Saturday 23rd 11am, 



This three bedroom Semi Detached property is in need of total modernisation. 
The property is situated in a popular residential area with an assortment of 
schools and shops in the local area. This property is ideally suited towards 
investors or potential home owners; with all amenities close at hand the property 
comprises: Ground Floor Porch leads to entrance hall giving access to Lounge 
with glass sliding doors opening out onto the garden and Kitchen with window 
overlooking the driveway. First Floor Landing gives access to Bedroom with 
window overlooking the garden, Bedroom, Bedroom with window to front Outside 
At the front of the property there is a shared driveway giving access to the garage 
at the rear as well as a patch of grass. At the rear of the property 

•Guide Price £140,000 PLUS 


Exchange 

of 

contracts 
on the day 


Buyer 
pays 10% 
deposit 


We provide 
a legal 
pack on 
every 
property 


Auction 

Thursday 11th 
February 2016 
at 6.00pm Precisely 


Banks’s Stadium, Walsall 
Football Club, Bescot 
Crescent. Walsall. WS1 4SA 


Bentley Lane 
Walsall 


14th Jan 10am, 18th Jan 10am, 23rd Jan 10am 



This two bedroom end terraced property I 
is in need of some modernisation. The | 
property is situated in a popular residential I 
area which makes it an ideal purchase for I 
an investor. With all amenities close at I 
hand the property comprises: Ground Floor | 
Lounge with window to front, Reception | 
Room, Kitchen with back door providing | 
access to garden. First Floor Bedroom One I 
with window to front, Bedroom Two with I 
window to rear and Bathroom. 


•Guide Price £59,000 PLUS 


Manor Road 
Walsall 


14th Jan 10:30am, 18th Jan 10:30am, 



This two bedroom end terraced property I 
is situated in a popular residential an 
short walk from Walsall Manor Hospital. 
The property is in need of modernisation I 
and therefore offers great potential for ar 
investor. With all amenities close at hand I 
the property comprises: Ground Floor Front I 
reception room, Understair cupboard, Rear | 
Reception Room, Kitchen, Bathroom First I 
Floor Bedroom One with window to front, 
Bedroom Two with window overlooking the 
garden Outside At the front of the property I 
there is a small paved area as well ; 
small patch of grass and to the rear there | 
is an overgrown garden. 


Do you 
have a 
vacant 
property? 


If you are 
interested 
in selling at 
auction then 
give us a call 
on 0121 289 
3838 for a free 
valuation 


We are 
collecting 
properties for 
our upcoming 
auction on the 
11th February 
2016. 


•Guides are provided as an 
indication of each seller’s 
minimum expectation. They 
are not necessarily figures 
which a property will sell for 
and may change at any time 
prior to the auction. Each 
property will be offered subject 
to a Reserve (a figure below 
which the Auctioneer cannot 
sell the property during the 
auction) which we expect will 
be set within the Guide Range 
or no more than 10% above a 
single figure Guide 


fbc Piopnty 
Ombudsman 


www.auctionhouse.uk.net 

birmingham@auctionhouse.uk.net 




















pauldubberley 

Ithe estate 

www. pau Id u bberleyCco?ui<P^ 




Wednesbury 
0121 222 1301 


Bilston 

01902 505974 


Tipton 

0121 222 1304 


West Bromwich 
0121 222 1307 


Willenhall 
01902 505971 


Walsall 
01922 460781 


Cresswell Crescent 


Banks Street 


Moseley Road 


Tarn Close 


Bloxwich 



FIRST FLOOR APARTMENT IN OVER 55’S POPULAR 
DEVELOPMENT IN BLOXWICH, COMPRISING OF LOUNGE, 
OPEN PLAN KITCHEN, TWO DOUBLE BEDROOMS AND WET 
ROOM. OFFERED ON A 75% SHARED OWNERSHIP BASIS. 
NO CHAIN! 


OFFERS AROUND £75,000 



An EXECUTIVE SIX/SEVEN BEDROOM DETACHED FAMILY 
RESIDENCE SITUATED IN THE POPULAR VILLAGE OF GREAT 
WYRLEY. THREE RECEPTION ROOMS, LARGE BREAKFAST 
KITCHEN, FOUR EN SUITES. 

VIEWING HIGHLY RECCOMENDED! 

OFFERS AROUND: £480,000 



A Superbly Presented Contemporary 5 bedroom Family 
Home, Situated In A Secluded Cul De Sac Location in The 
Popular Willenhall Area. 

Three Reception Rooms, Large Kitchen Diner, Five 
Bedrooms, Ensuite, Family Bathroom, Family Shower Room, 
Large Rear Garden. Viewings Highly Recommended. 

OFFERS AROUND: £399,995 


LOVELY Traditional 3 bedroom detached house, entrance 
porch and hallway, dining room, lounge/diner, kitchen, 
bathroom, driveway and garage, front and rear gardens, 
central heating and double glazing (where specified) call 
Paul Dubberley to view. EPC - D 

OFFERS AROUND: £170,000 


Mid Terrace in a popular location close to all local amenities 
and transport links. Reception Hall, Lounge, Breakfast 
Kitchen with Integrated White Goods, Guest WC, Three 
Bedrooms, En suite shower room to master, Family 
Bathroom, Front & Rear Gardens • Secure Rear Parking. 

OFFERS AROUND: £155,000 


New build 3 bedroom end terrace currently under 
construction and ready for completion February next 
year, entrance hall, lounge/diner, kitchen, downstairs wc, 
en-suite to main bedroom, bathroom, driveway providing 
off road parking, front and rear gardens, double glazing and 
central heating, buy and reserve now ! 

OFFERS AROUND: £150,000 



Fantastic 3 bed extended detached house with gas central 
heating & double glazing. The property is within walking 
distance of Bilston town, the metro and main bus routes. The 
property briefly comprises, porch, hallway, lounge, lounge 
/ dining room, kitchen, utility room, guest cloakroom, 3 
bedrooms, bathroom, rear garden, off road parking and garage. 

OFFERS AROUND: £165,000 




A well presented 2 bedroom first floor flat. The property, 
which benefits UPVc double glazing, is located in a 
quiet cul-de-sac location. The property property briefly 
comprises; reception hall, lounge, fitted kitchen, 2 
bedrooms, bathroom and enclosed rear garden. Communal 
parking is available with the dwelling. 

OFFERS AROUND: £70,000 



Immaculate Detached Bungalow in a popular location close to all 
local amenities and transport links. Double Glazing & Gas Central 
Heating Briefly Comprising: Porch, Reception Hall, Lounge, 

Large Conservatory, Cottage Style Fitted Kitchen, Three Double 
Bedrooms, Modern Bathroom suite with separate Shower 
Cubicle, Off Road Parking to Front & Extensive Rear Garden. 

OFFERS AROUND: £180,000 



A Two bedroom mid terraced house situated just off Mount 
Pleasant benefits from being located a short walk away 
from the Bilston Town centre briefly comprises, lounge, 
dining room, kitchen, bathroom, two bedrooms, gas central 
heating, double glazing and rear garden. 

OFFERS AROUND: £82,950 


K wr dnn’t scl ynur pmpcrty you cb not 
pay us one penny We only get pad fry* 
suecessfuly selling your home. 




3 Bedroom semi detached house, entrance porch and 
hallway, dining room, lounge, sunroom, kitchen, bathroom, 
central heating and double glazing, block paved driveway, 
rear garden with garage and parking access to rear, call 
Paul Dubberley to view. 

OFFERS AROUND: £100,000 


Upper Ettingshall Road 


Hartland Avenue 


Bilston Bilston 



3 Bedroom Detached Residence with No Upward 
Chain. Double Glazing & Gas Central Heating, briefly 
comprises: Reception Hall, Guest WC, Lounge, Dining Area, 
Conservatory, Kitchen, Utility Room, 3 Bedrooms, Bathroom 
with separate shower cubicle, Front Driveway, Rear Garden 
& Garage. 

OFFERS AROUND: £155,000 


Well Presented Modern End of Terrace close to all local 
amenities and transport links. Benefiting from UPVC Double 
Glazing and Gas Central Heating and briefly comprising: 
Reception Hall, Lounge, Breakfast Kitchen, Two Bedrooms, 
Bathroom with shower, Front Driveway providing off road 
parking for two cars and Rear Garden. 

OFFERS AROUND: £100,000 


This Modern Detached property which has been recently 
updated to a very good standard is located on the 
Sedgemoor Park Estate. The property briefly comprises, 
Hall, Lounge, Dining room, Kitchen, Downstairs Cloakroom, 
Four Bedrooms, Bathroom, Garage and Rear Garden. 

OFFERS AROUND: £225,000 


Shepherd Drive 

Willenhall 



3 Bedroom semi detached house on a corner plot with 
potential to extend stpp, lounge, breakfast kitchen, modern 
bathroom, central heating and double glazing, block paved 
driveway and corner rear garden, call Paul Dubberley to 
view. 


OFFERS AROUND: £125,000 



REDUCED Lovely traditional 3 bedroom semi detached 
home, lounge, dining room, kitchen, modern bathroom, 
central heating and double glazing, good size rear garden, 
no upward chain, call Paul Dubberley to view. 


OFFERS AROUND: £115,000 




OFFERS OVER £63,000 3 Bedroom semi detached 
house available as a 50% shared ownership scheme, 
lounge, downstairs wc, modern kitchen/diner, modern 
bathroom, double glazing and central heating, driveway 
and rear garden, also available as 100% ownership call for 
details 01902 633323 Paul Dubberley Estate Agents. 

OFFERS AROUND: £63,000 




www.pauldubberley.co.uktv.pauldubberley.co.uk 

Over 400 properties available to view online, on mobile or on tablet, 
most with fully voiced video walkthroughs. 
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• One,Two, Three Bed Apartments 

• Family Bathroom 


• New Build 

• Master Bedroom With En-Suite 


• Communal Hallway with Lift 

• Gas Central Heating 


• Lounge with Balcony 

• Off Road Parking 


• Fitted Kitchen Area 

• Sorry No DHSS 


V 

Monthly Rental Of £725 

_y 


Monthly Rental Of £575 



Pelsall, 

Two Bedroom Apartment 

Ground Floor 

Secure Intercom Access 

Communal Entrance 

Hallway 

Fitted Kitchen 

Lounge 

Bathroom 



LETTING AGENT 

OF THE YEAR 

2015... 


...IT S NOT LUCK WHEN 
YOU WIN EVERY YEAR 



"\ r 


Broad Lane,Walsall 




CD 

a arli 


First Floor One Bedroom Maisonette 
Private Entrance Hall 
Lounge with Gas Fire 
Kitchen 

Bathroom with Shower o\ 

Shared Rear Garden 
Double Glazing 
DHSS Accepted 


?r Bath 





Monthly Rental Of £325 


Glastonbury Crescent,Walsall 

• Three Bedroom Terraced Property 

• Entrance Hallway 

• Lounge 

• Fitted Kitchen 

• Family Bathroom 

• Front & Rear Gardens 

^ Monthly Rental Of £495 


Bridge Street,Walsall 

• One Bedroom First Floor Apartment 

• DHSS Accepted 


• Entrance Hallway 


• Town Centre Location 


• Open Plan Lounge / Kitchen 


• Secondary Glazing 


• Bathroom 


• Electric Heating 


• Double Bedroom 


• Walking Distance to all Amenities 


V_ 

Monthly Rental Of £425 

/ 


View properties online www.goodchilds-uk.com 


Offices located in 

• Birmingham 

• Burntwood 

• Brownhills 

• Cannock 


» Erdington 
> Lichfield 
• Milton Keynes 
» Stafford 


» Stoke-on-Trent 
» Sutton Coldfield 
* Tamworth 
» Telford 


• Walsall 

• Wednesbury 

• Wednesfield 

• Wolverhampton 





Find us on Facebook, Follow us on Twitter 


Call 01922 711444 today for 
your Free Market Appraisal 
or text GOODCHILDS to 60607 







































































































Brownhills 
01543 226655 

High Street,Brownhills, Walsall, WS8 6ED 


Goodchilds 

Estate Agents & Lettings 


Oak Crescent, Leamore 


Essington Road.Willenhall 

• Immaculate Two Bedroom First Floor 
Apartment 

• Lounge/Diner 

• Fitted Kitchen 

• Newly Fitted Shower Room 

• Master Bedroom with Wardrobes 

• Secure Gated Entrance 

• Allocated Parking 


Monthly Rental Of £525 





Green Lane,Walsall 

• Two Bedroom Terraced Flouse 

• Recently Refurbished 

• Two Reception Rooms 

• Newly Fitted Kitchen & Bathroom 

• Rear Garden 

• DHSS Accepted. Sorry No Pets 


y Monthly Rental Of £475 j 





Leamore Lane,Walsall 

• Two Bedroom Terraced Flouse 

• Two Reception Rooms 

• Fitted Kitchen 

• Family Bathroom 

• Rear Garden 

• DFHSS Accepted 


y Monthly Rental Of £425 j 



Walker Road,Walsall 


• Two Bedroom Ground Floor Apartment 

• Lounge/Diner 

• Fitted Kitchen 

• Family Bathroom 

• Allocated Parking 


• Double Glazing 

• Gas Central Pleating 

• DHSS Accepted 

• NO REFERENCING FEES 

• Close to Bloxwich High Street 


Monthly Rental Of £450 





Terret Close,Walsall 


• One Bedroom 2nd Floor Apartment 

• Open Plan Lounge / Kitchen 

• Bathroom with Shower over Bath 

• Hallway with Storage 

• Allocated Parking 

• Sorry No DHSS, Pets or Smokers 


y Monthly Rental Of £425 



High Street,Walsall 

• Two Bedroom 2nd Floor Apartment 

• Secure Communal Entrance 

• Open Plan Lounge/Kitchen 

• Bathroom with Shower 

• Allocated Parking 

• DHSS Accepted, Sorry No Pets. 


y Monthly Rental Of £375 


• One Bedroom First Floor Apartment 

• Open Plan Lounge/Kitchen 

• Shower Room 

• Town Centre Location 

• Close to all Transport Links 

• Sorry No DHSS, Pets or Smokers 


V Monthly Rental Of £400 


• Three Bedroom Semi Detached 

• Lounge 

• Kitchen 

• Conservatory 

• Off Road Parking 

• DHSS Accepted 


V Monthly Rental Of £550 y 




Harrison Street,Walsall 

• One & Two Bed Flats 

• Double Glazing 


• Lounge 

• DHSS Accepted 


• Kitchen 

• Bathroom 

• Electric Heating 

• Close to Bloxwich High Street 


V 

Monthly Rental From Of £325 

J 


View properties online www.goodchilds-uk.com 


Offices located in 


• Birmingham 

• Burntwood 

• Brownhills 

• Cannock 


• Erdington 

• Lichfield 

• Milton Keynes 

• Stafford 


• Stoke-on-Trent 

• Sutton Coldfield 

• Tamworth 

• Telford 




Find us on Facebook, Follow us on Twitter 


• Walsall 

• Wednesbury 

• Wednesfield 

• Wolverhampton 


Call 01543 226655 today for 
your Free Market Appraisal 
or text GOODCHILDS to 60607 
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View properties online www.goodchilds-uk.com 


Offices located in 

• Birmingham 

• Burntwood 

• Brownhills 

• Cannock 


» Erdington 
> Lichfield 
• Milton Keynes 
» Stafford 


» Stoke-on-Trent 
» Sutton Coldfield 
* Tamworth 
» Telford 


• Walsall 

• Wednesbury 

• Wednesfield 

• Wolverhampton 




Find us on Facebook, Follow us on Twitter 


Call 01922 711444 today for 


your Free Market Appraisal 
or text GOODCHILDS to 60607 
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46 High Road, Lane Head, Willenhall, WV12 4JQ 




W WILLENHALL 'l 

T WOLVERHAMPTON "1 

T LANE HEAD "1 

NEW INVENTION J 



SLATER ST, 
WILLENHALL 

Three Bed End 
Town House Having 
Lounge, Modern 
Fitted Kitchen 
■■ With Appliances, 
II Downstairs W.C, 
Conservatory, 
Family Bathroom 
With Shower, D/ 
Glazing, C/Heating, 
Off Road Parking. 



POND GROVE, 
PARKFIELDS 

Two Bed End Town 
House Having 
Lounge, Modern 
Kitchen Diner, 
Refitted Kitchen, 
Family Bathroom, 
D/Glazing & C/ 
Heating, Off Road 
Parking, Great F.T.B 
Or B.T.L 


B ijLi 


MILL LANE, 
WILLENHALL 

Two Bed End 
Terrace Having Hall, 
Lounge, Kitchen/ 
Diner And Refitted 
Family Bathroom. 
The Property Also 
Benefits From 
G/C/H, UP VC D/G, 
Rear Garden And 
Parking. Ideal FTB 
Or BTL. 



SQUIRES GROVE, 
W-HALL 

Modern Two 
Bed First Floor 
Apartment 
Comprises Of 
Entrance Hall, 
Lounge With Juliette 
Balcony, Modern 
Fitted Kitchen, 
Master Bedroom 
With En-Suite, 

Family Bathroom, D/ 
Glazed & E/Heating. 


£84,995 

£85,000 

k £87,500 

£87,995 


WILLENHALL 

WILLENHALL 

SHORT HEATH 

NEW INVENTION 



BRERETON ROAD, 
NEW INVENTION 

Two Bed Mid Town 


House Having 
Through Lounge, 
Fitted Kitchen, 
Modern Refitted 
Shower Room C/ 
Heating & D/Glazing, 
Ideal FTB or Buy 
To Let. 



HARPER ST, 
WILLENHALL 

Two Bed Town 
House Comprises 
Of Entrance Hall, 
Fitted Kitchen 
With Integrated 
Appliances, Ground 
Floor W/C, Good 
Sized Lounge, 
Family Bathroom, 
D/G, C/H. 



COLTHAM ROAD, 
WILLENHALL 

Three Bed Town 




«'Sj oee ° 


House Having 
Porch, Entrance 
Hall, Lounge, Dining 
Room, Extended 
Kitchen And Modern 
Shower Room. The 
Property Benefits 
From UPVC D/G, 
G/C/H And Garden. 
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SQUIRES GROVE, 
W-HALL 

Show Home 
Condition, Two 
Bed Second Floor 
Apartment, Entrance 
Hall, Lounge, 

Modern Fitted 
Kitchen, Family 
Bathroom And 
En-suite Shower 
Room, UPVC D/G 
And Electric Heated 
Allocated Parking. 


SHORT HEATH 


HERBERTS PARK 


DARLASTON 



EDINBURGH AVE, 
WALSALL 

Two Bed Semi. 
Comprises Of 
Entrance Hall, 
Lounge/Diner, 
Kitchen & Ground 
Floor W.C. 1st Floor 
Bathroom. D/G & 
G/C/H. Off Road 
Parking To The Front 
& Enclosed Garden 
To The Rear. 



RIDING WAY, 
WILLENHALL 

Extended Three Bed 
Semi Comprises Of 
Porch, Hall, Lounge, 
Kitchen, Dining 
Area, G/Floor WC, 
Study/Utility Room, 
Family Bathroom,G/ 
C/H, Majority D/G 
And Garage.**CASH 
OFFERS ONLY** 



STANBURY AVE, 
DARLASTON 

Three Bed Town 
House Comprises 
Of Entrance Hall, 
Two Reception 
Rooms, Fitted 
Kitchen And Family 
Shower Room. 

The Property Also 
Benefits From UPVC 
D/G And G/C/H. 


*SOLD IN 3 DAYS** 



PINFOLD STREET 
EXT, DARLASTON 

Two Bed Semi 
Comprises Of 
Entrance Hall, 
Lounge, Kitchen/ 
Diner, Ground Floor 
W.C And Modern 
f Family Bathroom. 
The Property Also 
Benefits From UPVC 
D/G And G/C/H, 
Generous Rear 
Garden. 


£100,000 

OIEO £100,000 

£100,000 

£109,995 


NEW INVENTION J 


r INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY 'l 

r BRACKENDALE ESTATE 



CONWAY CRES, 
WILLENHALL 

Three Bed Semi 
Having Entrance 
Porch, Inner 
Hallway, Through 
Lounge/Diner, Play 
Room/Study, Fitted 
Kitchen, Ground 
Floor W.C, Family 
Bathroom, UPVC 
D/G, Gas C/H, 
Garage. 






SHEPHERDS DR, 
WILLENHALL 

Three Bed Semi 
Detached Having 
Lounge, Kitchen 
Diner, Ground 
Floor W.C, Family 
Bathroom, UPVC 
Double Glazing, Gas 
Central Heating, 
Driveway & Private 
Rear Garden. 



THE CRESCENT, 
WILLENHALL 

B Two, One Bedroom 
Flats Comprises Of 
Front Entrance Door, 
Double Bedroom, 
Lounge, Modern 
Fitted Kitchen, 
Modern Fitted 
Bathroom With 
Shower. Both Flats 
Also Benefits From 
UPVC D/G And 
G/C/H Throughout. 



STROUD AVENUE, 
WILLENHALL 

Three Bed Mid Town 
House Comprises 
Of Entrance 
Hall, Refitted 
Kitchen, Lounge, 
Conservatory And 
Ground Floor WC, 
Family Bathrrom. 
UPVC Double 
Glazing And Gas 
Central Heating. 
Garage To The Rear. 


OIEO £120,000 

£124.995 

£120.000 

£124.995 


KINGFISHER ESTATE 

FURZEBANK 

WILLENHALL 

ESSINGTON 



WELLAND 
GROVE, W-HALL 

Three Bedroom 
Detached 
Comprises Of 
Entrance Hall, 
Lounge, Dining 
Room, Fitted 
Kitchen, Family 
Bathroom. D/ 
Glazed, G/C/H. 
Gardens To Front 
& Rear, Driveway & 
Garage. 



PINENEEDLE 
CROFT, W-HALL 

Extended Three 


Bed Semi Detached 
Bungalow Having 
Entrance Hallway, 
Lounge/Dining Area, 
Fitted Kitchen And 
Shower Room, D/ 
Glazing, C/Heating, 
Driveway And 
Private Rear Garden. 



BILSTON LANE, 
WILLENHALL 

Three Bed 
Detached. 
Comprises Of 
Porch, Hall, Guest 
W.C, Lounge, 
Spacious Kitchen/ 
Diner, Veranda & 
Family Bathroom. 
Maj D/G. G/C/H. 
Garden To Fore. 
O/R/P. Extensive 
Gardens To Rear. 



ASHMORE 
LODGE, W-TON 

**CHOICE OF 
TWO NEW 
BUNGALOWS** 


Comprises Of 
Lounge/Diner, 

Fitted Kitchen, 

Two Bedrooms, 
Bathroom With Bath 
& Shower Cubicle. 
The Property Also 
Benefits From UPVC 
D/G & G/C/H. 


£145,995 

£160,000 

£185,000 

£189,995 


SHORT HEATH 

PERTON 

COPPICE FARM 

ESSINGTON 



EZEKIEL LANE, 
WILLENHALL 

Semi Detached 
Bungalow 
Comprises Of Hall, 
Fitted Kitchen, 
Lounge, D/Room, 
Family Bathroom, 
Two Ground Floor 
And One First 
Floor Bedrooms. 
The Property Also 
Benefits From D/G 
And G/C/H. 



ST MAWES ROAD, 
W-HAMPTON 

Four Bed Detached 
Property Comprises 
Of Entrance Hall, 
Lounge, Dining 
Room, Fitted 
Kitchen And Utility 
Room. En-suite 
Along With A Family 
Bathroom. The 
Property Benefits 
From Part D/G And 
G/C/H. 



NIGHTINGALE 
CRES, W-HALL 

Four Bed Detached 
Comprises Of 
Entrance Porch, 
Entrance Hallway, 
Lounge, Spacious 
Breakfast Kitchen, 
Utility, Family Room, 
Ground Floor W.C 
And Sun Room, 
Master Having An 
En-Suite And Family 
Bathroom. 



SNEYD LANE, 
ESSINGTON 

Substantial Three 
Bed Detached 
Bungalow Having 
Imposing Entrance 
Hall, 38ft Through 
Lounge, Impressive 
Kitchen/Diner, 
Conservatory, Utility, 
Study/Playroom, 
Two Bathrooms, 

D/G, C/H, Garage, 
Generous Plot. 


Willenhall 01902 606595 


Zoopfci 


www.prestige-estatesuk. com 

|rightmove C ou^j * 


The Chronicle Thursday, January 14, 2016 



































































































The Chronicle Thursday, January 14, 2016 


38DRIVETIME 


Astras playing role in FI 


Top FI driver coach, Rob Wil¬ 
son, isn’t the most sympathetic 
driver you’ll meet. Since Vauxhall 
loaned him two ex-press Astras 
last April in which to train some 
of the world’s leading race driv¬ 
ers, the cars have covered the 
equivalent of five Le Mans 24- 
Hour races, all completely flat- 
out at Bruntingthorpe Proving 
Ground in Leicestershire. 

Rob Wilson is possibly one of the 
most important players in Formula One 
that you’ve never heard of, and is in¬ 
strumental in carving split seconds 
from the lap times of at least 12 driv¬ 
ers who’ve been on the grid in 2015. 
Their skills are honed in two standard 
production Astras - a 1.6 CDTi 136PS 
diesel Sports Tourer and a 1.6T 200PS 
petrol GTC. 


“The Vauxhalls will do everything that an 
FI car does dynamically, just at a far lower 
speed,” said Rob. This allows me to explain 
the physics behind what the car is doing on 
the track in real time.’ 

But as Rob swapped his beloved Astras 
for three models from the all-new generation 
range, it wasn’t without some regret. The 
Astras have been as tough as old boots. 
Between them, they’ve covered over 16,000 
track miles at Bruntingthorpe in the hands 
of successive FI, GP2, WRC, DTM and In- 
dycar drivers, and they haven’t missed a 
beat. They’ve chewed through 400 tyres and 
40 sets of brake pads, but despite nearly 
100,000 gearshifts and 43,000 severe brak¬ 
ing manoeuvres, the cars are as nice to drive 
as they were on Day One. 

“I often have a driver’s race engineer in 
the back seat and everyone has comment¬ 
ed how comfortable the cars are, and how 
predictable and stable their handling is. The 
cars have an unbelievably hard time out on 
our track, so I need to know that they’re not 




Rob Wilson is possibly 
one of the most 
important players in 
Formula One that 
you’ve never heard of 


going to break. I have tried other makes of 
car, but they’ve always suffered some kind 
of breakdown. I’m really looking forward to 
spending next year in the new Astras.” 

Rob has taken delivery of three new As¬ 
tras this month - all SRi models, two 1.6 
CDTi 136PSs and one 1.4T 150PS - and 
has already sampled one on track, taking 
three seconds off his best lap time in the 
outgoing car. “You can feel the benefits that 
up to 200kgs of weight-loss has brought 
straight away. My drivers are going to en¬ 
joy their training even more in 2016.” 


So what have Rob’s Astras had to en¬ 
dure this year? 

• 16,000 track miles at full race speed 

• 7,250 laps of Bruntingthorpe Proving 
Ground 

• 2,250 corners on the limit 

• 43,000 hard braking areas driven 
through 

• 95,000 manual gearshifts 

• 400 replacement tyres 

• 30 sets of front brake pads 

• 10 sets of rear brake pads 

• 10 front brake discs 



& 


VAUXHALL 


We’ll give you up to £2,000* scrappage 
for your old car to put towards a brand new 
Vauxhall, on top of all our other great offers. 

This offer is available across the ranged 

Find out more today. 



Brindley Cannock 

01543 406745 

www.brindleyvauxhall.co.uk 


Watling Street (A5) 
Cannock 
Staffordshire 
WS111SH 



VAUXHALL 


Official Government Test Environmental Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/IOOkm) and C0 2 emissions (g/km). Vauxhall range: Urban: 12.7 (22.3) - 76.3 (3.7), Extra- 
urban: 23.9 (11.8) - 94.2 (3.0), Combined: 18.0 (15.7) - 88.3 (3.2). C0 2 emissions: 373 - 85g/km. # 

*Up to £2000 Scrappage Allowance towards a new car is offered on condition that the traded-in car must have been registered in your name as the owner for at least 90 days and the registration document must be in your name and address. Offer available to private individuals and small businesses 1-24 units (purchase only). All other sales 
categories are excluded. Offer applies to selected new vehicles ordered from 1 January 2016 and registered by 31 March 2016 and is subject to terms and conditions. A Excludes VIVA, ADAM JAM, Corsa Sting, Corsa Sting R. Ts&Cs apply. Offer available at participating Retailers only on limited stock. UK supplied vehicles only. Offer may be 
withdrawn at any time.#0fficial EU-regulated test data are provided for comparison purposes and actual performance will depend on driving style, road conditions and other non-technical factors. Correct at time of going to press. 
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Blue is the 
new green 
for sporty 
hatchback 

By John Griffiths 


Blue is the new green, it seems, in the world 
of the sporty hatchback. 

Bluemotion is the name of Volkswagen’s economy 
models but the technology behind it has now found 
its way across a wider range of vehicles, including 
the latest GT. 

This is the 1.4 litre Polo Blue GT, perhaps better described 
as a ‘warm hatch’ rather than a hot hatch because that 
designation truly belongs to the full-blown GT with its bigger 
1.8 engine, more power and more pace. But it may well ap¬ 
peal to a wider range of drivers, being somewhat easier on 
the pocket and indeed on other parts of the anatomy with its 
more forgiving ride. 

The direct injection, turbocharged petrol engine is a little 
cracker, providing 0 to 62mph acceleration in 7.8 seconds 
yet it’s also capable of averaging more than 50mpg. 

The Polo, as cars tend to do, have grown with successive 
generations so it’s no longer the tiddler of the VW range and 
is easily capable of accommodating four adults in comfort, 
five at a pinch. It also comes with a trendy interior and high 
specification as befits a car which costs £18,485. 

The 1.4 TSI engine isn’t entirely new, and is pretty impres¬ 
sive in larger, heavier VW models so it’s no real surprise that 
it makes the Polo a lively, fun drive that’s also refined, as 
it’s never really under strain. It has 147bhp and 250Nm of 
torque. 

With its six-speed gearbox, 70mph in top equates to 
around 2,400rpm which gives it a more relaxed, refined feel 
than most small cars, and in fact more akin to bigger, more 
expensive metal. The extra torque imparted by the turbo 
means plenty of mid-range punch, too. 

The theory of using a smaller engine fitted with a turbo¬ 
charger is pretty sound, and is being adopted by more and 
more car makers. Essentially you have extra economy under 
light loads, but then power when necessary you need some¬ 
thing rather more dynamic, for example, a quick overtake. 

The Blue GT has a couple of extra cards up its sleeve, 
including the aforementioned Bluemotion technology which 
includes improved aerodynamics to help it slice more clean¬ 
ly through the air, with less drag. 

There’s also an automatic stop/start system and its Active 
Cylinder Technology, or ACT, which cuts off fuel to two of the 
four cylinders when the engine is under light load, such as 
when you’re cruising on a light throttle. 

The switch between two and four cylinders is entirely 
seamless: you’d never know if it wasn’t for the ‘2-cylinder 
mode’ message which pops up in the driver’s information 
display.lt doesn’t just happen on steep downhill stretches 
of road, it even runs on two cylinders on level stretches of 
motorway which makes me wonder how much money I’ve 
wasted over the years by having four cylinders running con¬ 
stantly. 

The Blue GT’s official fuel average is 58.9mpg (C02 rating 
a low 110g/km) while my own test figure was a fraction over 
50mpg, which included a couple of long motorway runs and 
two pretty awful traffic jams. Few, if any, drivers reach the 
dizzy heights of the official laboratory test so I found my re¬ 
turns pretty impressive in ‘real world’ driving. That’s particu¬ 
larly so with a car which has real performance potential, but 
clearly being seduced into the traffic lights grand prix will 
have a direct impact on your pocket. 

The GT’s lowered, sports suspension is firmer than the 
standard Polo, or perhaps that’s emphasised the fat, low 
profile 215/40 tyres but it is sufficiently well damped to avoid 
any real discomfort over a typical British b-road. 

The steering is perfectly weighted and positive, with con¬ 
fidence-inspiring neutral handling through bends and an 
electro-mechanical difference for added traction and stabil¬ 
ity in slippery conditions. There are also, as you’d expect 
these days, a range of electronic systems including stability 
and traffic controls, hill hold assist and brake assist, 

Inside, the VW continues the ‘blue’ theme with blue al- 
cantara panels in the grey leather and fabric sports-style 
seats. The rest of the cabin screams quality, too, with soft 
to the touch materials and clear instruments and secondary 
controls. 

The centre console is dominated by the colour touch 
screen, which in the test car included satellite navigation (a 
£700 extra). It’s an impressive system, as it also manages to 
warn of roadworks and queueing traffic on the road ahead. 

It also, of course, functions as the control centre for the 
DAB radio and CD system, driver information and settings, 
and connectivity (it is full compatible with the latest genera¬ 
tion of smart phones). Other standard equipment includes 
air conditioning, electric windows and mirrors, heat insulat¬ 
ed tinted glass and front fog lamps. 

Bearing in mind the Blue GT’s high standard of finish, 
plus its impressive balance of performance and economy, 
the £18,485 looks more competitive than you might imagine 
against rival ‘warm’ hatchbacks.lt will also prove cheaper to 
run, too, with its fuel economy, low C02 rating and its group 
23E (out of 50) insurance rating. 



, .... I NEW THINKING. 

HYUnDHI I NEW POSSIBILITIES. 


• Motability 

The leading car scheme for disabled people * 


ALL FROM NIL ADVANCE 




BRINDLEY HYUNDAI 

WITH BRANCHES AT: 

• 55 Penn Road, Wolverhampton WV2 4WW Tel. 01902 690617 www.brindleyhyundai-wolverhampton.co.uk 

• Millennium Park, Swan Lane, West Bromwich B70 0NR Tel. 0121 695 9971 www.brindleyhyundai-westbromwich.co.uk 


Fuel consumption in MPG (1/100km) for Hyundai range: Urban 252 (11.2) - 78.5 (3.6), Extra Urban 38.7 (7.3) - 80.7 (3.5), Combined 32.1 (8.8) - 76.3 (3.7), C0z Emissions 231 -84 g/km. 
Fuel consumption: figures shown are based on official EU test figures. These are to be used as a guide for comparative purposes and may not reflect all driving results. 

To qualify for the Motability offer you must be in receipt of the Higher Rate Mobility Component of the Disability Living Allowance or War Pensioners' Mobility Supplement. Offers available until 31 st March 2016. Offers are subject to acceptance 
of Motability application. The Motability Contract Hire Scheme is administered by Motability Operations Limited (Registered Company No. 1373876), City Gate House, 22 Southwark Bridge Road, London, SE1 9HB. Full written details, including 
terms and conditions, of the Motability Scheme are available on request from Motability. Please note 60,000 miles over 3 years are allowed on the Motability Contract Hire Scheme. 
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Trendy Evoque to 
stay at top of tree 


By John Griffiths 

It was a bit of a surprise for some, 
but the trendy Evoque soon 
proved its critics wrong by selling 
80,000 in the first year. 

So perhaps the convertible version - 
which again divides opinion - will prove 
another big success when it appears in 
dealer showrooms in the spring. 

The new version, with what is claimed to 
be the longest folding roof in the business 
but which still has room for four adults, will 
start at £47,500 - near the price of a fully 
stacked hard top Evoque. 

Like the coupe, the convertible is Land 
Rover going boldly where it’s never been 
before. So it’s likely there will be plenty of 
interest in what is billed as the world’s first 
luxury compact SUV convertible, which will 
come with four wheel drive and the option of 
manual and automatic gearboxes. 

But it will also share something with the 
newly upgraded Evoque coupes - probably 
the lowest running costs in the sector, with 
fuel economy, C02 emissions and running 
costs that would leave even some small fam¬ 
ily hatchbacks green with envy. 

For, as part of its makeover, the Evoque 
gets the lightweight and highly efficientl 2.0 
litre Ingenium turbo diesel built at Jaguar 
Land Rover’s Wolverhampton plant. 

It is 18 per cent more efficient than the 
2.2 litre Ford engine it replaces, helping the 
Evoque to trounce the opposition on run¬ 
ning costs - it isn’t only its fuel economy but 
also the advanced Ingenium engine allows 
for much longer intervals between service - 
now two years. 

The 150bhp, two wheel drive version with 
manual gearbox is capable of up to 68mpg 
and a mere 109g’m of C02 - making it the 
most efficient Land Rover ever, and a class 
leader.The more powerful 180PS version is 
equally impressive, with figures of 59mpg 
and 125g/km of C02. There is still a two litre, 
240PS petrol option for those who value ulti¬ 
mate performance over economy. 



The test car was the £32,200 entry level 

with 150bhp, two wheel drive and a manu¬ 
al gearbox. It is well equipped as standard, 
but start adding some of the many option 
packs and the costs soon build up. This car, 
for example, had an upgraded navigation kit 
(£600), a panoramic sunroof £900), a premi¬ 
um sound and connectivity system (£2,250) 
and a convenience pack (£1,800). 

The fully stacked, all singing, all dancing 
version comes in at £51,500. 

Bearing in mind that this was still the entry 
level model, the Evoque instantly felt liveli¬ 
er, quieter and even more refined than its 
predecessor, perhaps because of the signif¬ 
icantly lower weight and lower noise levels 
from the Ingenium engine. 

It doesn’t feel big or heavy on the road, 
more like a family hatchback in fact, and 
feels equally at home on busy streets, the 
motorway or country lanes. 

Style and status (that Range Rover badge) 
are undoubtedly big factors in the Evoque’s 
success, but it is also very capable. Even two 
wheel drive versions have a raft of electronic 
helpers to keep you safe and on the move 
in bad weather, but all wheel drive versions 


have serious off-roadability which might sur- 

prise those who haven’t experienced it. 

New models now have the ‘All-Terrain 
Progress Control’ seen on bigger, more ex¬ 
pensive Land Rover and Range Rover cars. 
Just press the appropriate button (mud and 
ruts, snow and so on) and the car does the 
rest, constantly adjusting vehicle settings to 
maintain traction and make progress. 

From the outside, the new car is still in¬ 
stantly recognisable as an Evoque: it would 
be a brave man who changed too much on 
a car like this. But it does have a new front 
bumper with wider air intakes, a choice of 
grille designs and a new rear roof spoiler 
with built-in stop lamp. 

But it’s inside the Evoque where you’ll see 
most changes, including new seats, new 
instrument binnacle and the new ‘InControl 
Touch’ screen. It’s a computer in the car 
which comes with a range of capabilities 
(and of course prices). The top of the range 
option fitted to the test car doesn’t only con¬ 
trol functions such as hands free phone, CD 
and DVD play, radio and navigation. You can 
also pair it up with a standard smart phone 
and use any ‘apps’ you have. 


While the Evoque has always been a lux¬ 

ury SUV, it seems to have gone up a grade 
with improvements to the interior. You get 
an Oxford leather steering wheel with au¬ 
dio and cruise control buttons,electric, 
multi-adjustable front seats, rear seats with 
a centre armrest, grained leather and satin 
brushed aluminium trip, and interior mood 
lighting. Driver aids include a heated front 
windscreen, electric windows and mirrors, 
heated front seats, front and rear parking 
sensors, lane departure warning and auton¬ 
omous emergency braking. 

The compact SUV sector of the car mar¬ 
ket is where manufacturers are currently do¬ 
ing battle for sales and that shows little, if 
any, sign of waning as barely a month goes 
by without a new model being launched. 

But the Evoque, Land Rover’s fastest sell¬ 
ing model ever, has established itself at the 
top of the tree and this revamp will help to 
keep it there. 

More luxury, more equipment and tech¬ 
nology, more refinement and a better driving 
experienc - yet with some of the lowest run¬ 
ning costs. It has to be a formula for contin¬ 
ued success. 


Should we limit size 
on urban vehicles? 

As UK towns become more crowded with 
cars, should we introduce a size limit on ve¬ 
hicles for urban areas and higher taxes for 
larger cars, as in Japan? 

Towns and roads in the UK are becoming more 
clogged with traffic every year. While some meas¬ 
ures to reduce congestion have been introduced, 
the numbers are still going up. 

If we cannot reduce the number of cars, should we look 
to reduce the size of them instead? 

In Japan, there is a whole section of cars for sale called 
Kei cars. 

They are compact cars that, by law, cannot be longer 
than 3.4m and no wider than 1,48m, and they can only 
be fitted with an engine of up to 660cc to encourage low 
emissions and high economy. 

An example of a Kei car made in Europe is the Smart 
Fortwo, which shows the sort of fun car that can be built 
within tight regulations. 

In Japan, there is a raft of Kei cars, from five-seater 
family estates to two-seater sports cars. 

While the Kei model may not be ideal for our clogged- 
up roads, it does pose an interesting alternative to trying 
to regulate traffic or creating more space for it. It has been 
shown in a number of studies that building new roads is 
not a solution to traffic congestion. 

Emissions 

Simply put, the more space you create for traffic, the 
more it will expand to fill that space, so the problem just 
becomes worse. 

At present, all cars pay Vehicle Excise Duty, better 
known as road tax, based on each car’s carbon dioxide 
emissions. 

This has prompted most car buyers to opt for a car with 
lower emissions, which has helped cut the UK’s carbon 
footprint significantly. 

Using this type of tax system to penalise those who 
choose cars with high C02 outputs and reward those who 
drive a low emissions car, it is surely possible to come 
up with a system that also prompts drivers to choose a 
smaller car? 

A smaller car is likely to be cheaper to buy or lease and 
cost less to run, so the incentive is already there for many. 
If legislation makes it attractive for car drivers to choose 
this type of vehicle, car makers will quickly follow with cars 
to suit this market. If you don’t think that’s likely, look at the 
way the market in 

the UK has swung towards diesel-powered cars since 
the mid-1990s when it became tax-efficient for company 
drivers to choose this type of engine. 

As smaller cars occupy less road space, you can fit 
more into the same amount of road space or car parking. 
This means shorter traffic queues, more easily available 
parking and, perhaps, even cheaper parking as more cars 
can be fitted into a given space. 

While some drivers will always need a larger car for 
practical purposes, incentivising most drivers to choose 
a smaller car could help unclog our towns and cities. It’s 
better that we, as drivers, have a say in this rather it being 
forced upon us. 



CAR SALES Specialist in Low Mileage Vehicles 

83 LEAM0RE LANE BL0XWICH WALSALL WS2 7BU 

01922 473 308 07855 735824 

Check out our new website at www.usedcanswalsallmsgtmotors.co.uk 



| 57 HYUNDAI 
AMICA ATLANTIC 

5-dr, 

Red, 2 Owners, 
Good Condition 

£2195 


08 PEUGEOT 308 
SPORT. 

Silver, 45k, FSH 
Low Mileage 

£4695 


57 RENAULT SCENIC MPV Light Blue, 

very low milage, FSH, 12mths MOT.£2995 

06 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.6 TWINPORT Silver, 

72,000 miles, Alloys, Mint Condition, FSH.£2995 

57 KIA PICANT01.0 5-dr Hatch, Blue Metallic, 

Full Service History.£2995 

07 FIAT STIL0 ACTIVE SPORT Hatch, Grey, 

Low Mileage.£1995 

07 FIAT PUNT0 DYNAMIC Silver, 5-dr. 

Alloy Wheels, Full Service History.£2995 

54 HYUNDAI MATRIX GSi TD, MPV DIESEL 

Silver, Alloys, Good Condition.£1495 

55 NISSAN MICRA SE Blue, Low Mileage, 

Good Condition.£2195 



57 RENAULT 
SCENIC MPV 

Light Blue, very low 
milage, FSH, 

12mths MOT 

£2995 


07 HYUNDAI 

MATRIX GSi, 

DIESEL, MPV 

Black, 1 Owner, FSH 

£2995 


06 CITROEN C2SX Silver, Low Mileage, 

Good Condition.£2295 


55 CHEVROLET LACETTI SE UP. 5-door. 

Silver.£1495 


04 ROVER STREETWISE 1.4 Silver, fully loaded, 


alloys, leather, etc.£1495 

08 PEUGEOT 107 KISS, Black, Full MOT, 

A1 condition, £20 Car Tax.£2495 

05 SUZUKI IGNIS GL 5-dr Hatchback. Grey, 

Low Mileage, 2 Owners.£1995 


51 ROVER SE 1.4,12 Months MOT, A1 Condition..£700 
07 RENAULT MEGANE DYNAMIQUE EST, gold, 
panaromic roof, low milage, service history.£2495 



DRIVING EXPERIENCE - COST OF OWNERSHIP - DESIGN & BUILD - RANGE 


0 -2- © vj> ^ i H ® <M r H -5- 


expressandstar.com/drivetime 


STOCK CHANGING DAILY RING FOR DETAILS. OPEN 7 DAYS. 
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SIMPLY CLEVER 


SKODA 




THE SKODA 


big Evt^ 








IT'S A NO BRAINER 


*At the end of the agreement there are three options: i) own the vehicle: pay the optional final payment; ii) return the 
vehicle: subject to fair wear and tear, charges may apply; or iii) replace: part-exchange the vehicle. 

Finance available with Solutions Personal Contract Plan. Terms and conditions apply. 18s and over. Subject to availability. 
Finance subject to status. This offer may be varied or withdrawn at any time. Exclusions apply to Superb, SE Business 
range, Citigo S Trim and Octavia vRS 230. Accurate at time of publication. Finance offer available for vehicles ordered 
before 31 March 2016 from participating retailers. Freepost SKODA Financial Services. **No cash alternative. Private retail 
customers only. Available in conjunction with existing finance offers while stocks last. £500 free fuel must be claimed 
within 3 months of vehicle handover. Free fuel offer terms and conditions apply, see skodafreefuel.co.uk for full details. 
Offer available for new cars ordered between 15 January and 25 January 2016 from participating retailers. Models shown: 
SKODA Fabia Hatch Monte Carlo 1.0 MPI, SKODA Octavia SE 1.2 TSI110 PS and SKODA Yeti Outdoor SE L 1.2 TSI110 PS. We 
can introduce you to a limited number of lenders to assist with your purchase, who may pay us for introducing you to them. 


<■ 


<3> Autosales Burntwood 

Unit 1 Attwood Road, Zone 1, 

Burntwood Business Park, 

W57 3GJ (near Cannock) 

01543 450000 

@ www.autosalesgroup.co.uk 


Official fuel consumption for the SKODA range for this offer in mpg (Iitres/100km): Urban 33.6 (8.4) to 72.4 (3.9); Extra Urban 50.4 (5.6) to 91.1 
(3.1); Combined 43.5 (6.5) to 83.1 (3.4). C0 2 emissions for the SKODA range for this offer are 147 to 88 g/km. Standard EU test figures for 
comparative purposes and may not reflect real driving results. 
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Local Specialists 



Accountancy 


Bathrooms 


Carpentry 


ACCOUNTANCY AND TAXATION 


Self Assessment and all accountancy services 
for the self employed, partnerships 
and limited companies. 

A prompt and reliable service at a sensible cost 

For a free appointment please call: 

Robert Ollerenshaw on:Shenstone 

01543 481329 

Email:ollerenshaws@btinternet.com www.ollerenshaws.co.uk 

Evening appointments not a problem 


YOUR LOCAL WALSALL 
BASED ACCOUNTANT 

ALL ACCOUNTANCY WORK UNDERTAKEN INCLUDING: 

Self employed Rental property’s CIS contractors 
Limited companies New start up’s 

16 LEIGHSWOOD ROAD. ALDRIDGE 
FORA INITIAL CONSULTATION 

CALL: 

bakshohayer@taxa$sist.co,uk www.taxasslst.co.uk/walsall 



CW Joinery 

DOOR SUPPLIERS AND FITTERS' 


PVC NOW AVAILABLE 


• External doors supplied and fitted from £210 
•Fit only, Paint or Stain available 

•Fire doors fitted 

• Pine, oak, hardwood doors available 

Freephone 0800 019 3376 
01922 709543 



Jay's Carpentry 

& Home Improvements 


NEED EXTRA SPACE? 
GARAGE CONVERSIONS 


DNS 


Fitted Wardrobes 
• Floors • Tiling 
► Doors • Decking 

FREE QUOTES 



Gardening 








MATT WALTERS 
DIGITAL AERIALS 

Aerials - Satellite Dishes Fitted From £65 




x - ANY LIKE FOR LIKE 

QUOTATION BEATEN ^ 
Senior Citizen Discounts 
2 Year Guarantee 
Digital Aerials/Freeview/Freesat 
SKY HD/ SKY+/MULTIROOM 

• Free Quotation • Repairs • Free Call Out 

• Same Day service • Freeview Specialist 


£10 OFF ON PRODUCTION OF THIS ADVERT 


Aldridge Based 
Mobile: 07853 253176 


Blinds4Less 

Leaving a good impression! 
Choose From a fantastic range! 
-Pleated -Venetians 
-Romans -Curtains 
-Verticals -Awnings 
-Rollers -Shutters 
New 3 Year Guarantee on Blinds 
and up to 10 Year Guarantee 
on Shutters 

Give us a try before you buy! 

Contact us on 
01902 500204 and 
07989 588728 
Blinds4lessdirect.com 


J.P. CLEANING 


minium 

Carpets, Upholstery, 
Curtains 

SPECIAL HALF PRICE OFFERS 

Normal Price Special Price 
£21 
£15 
£17 


Lounge 12ft x 21ft £42 
Carpets 12ft x 15ft £30 
Stairs and Landing £34 

Upholstery 

Chair £18 

2 seater sofa £28 

3 seater sofa £36 



£9 
£14 
£18 

0800511 8454 Freephone 
07932766162 Mobile 
Working hard to cut 
(C^)| the cost of Est. 
your cleaning 1994 


MB&electric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality 
local service call: 


Quality Painting 
and Decorating 

at competitive prices, 
discounts for OAP’s 


for a Free Quote call 
Tom Webster 

07940 292858 

T.W Services 


rw i* • Tin 8>m 

» >• Jl U RdlMimM 1 




0154J B7707 i OPT* 


l*>TC I 



It J. 

| Extend the 
J life of your 
I windows! 


Woodman Tree Services 

Domestic & Commercial 
County Council Approved 
Over 30 yrs Experience 
Fully insured 

Qualified, all work to BS 3998 standards 

* Felling * Re-shaping * Pruning 

* Reduction * Hedge Tr immin g 
* Stump Removal * Landlord Contracts 

24 hour Emergency Call Out 
Logs and wood chip for sale 

R.G. Wood ARB 

Home: 01543 258108 
Mobile: 07947 352960 


Quality Assured 
Ready Mixed Concrete, 
Concrete Pumping & Grab Hire 



We hove over 16 years experience within the window industry, we con repair, 
replace or reiurbish any type oi window, UPVC, Wooden or Aluminium. 




Fencing 


SSL7* k,,b, *““'“ ,lh “” , ' k ' ww».ecoglazepropertysohitions.co.uk 


ECO Q LAZE 


24 Lambert Drive, Burntwood WS7 2DR 
T: 01543 686946 M: 07412 488623 
E: sales@ecoglaze.pro 


Digital Rapid Aerials 

& 


-Aerials, Plasma Brackets & CCTV 
Cameras supplied & fitted 
-Repairs -Tuning -Multirooms 

digital© DISCOUNTS 

23 frwwt sky quo f t ^[ ons 


£10 off 
^ with this ^ 
advert 



A LOCAL BUSINESS YOU CAN TRUST 

01922 693047 
07960 173589 

www.digitalrapidaerials.co.uk 


BSI Accredited Concrete Supplies 

01543 897979 

email: info@kcgconcrete.co.uk 

M: 07914 353321 • www.kingscroftconcreteandgrabhire.co.uk 

Unit 33a, Martindale Industrial Estate, Hawkes Green, Cannock, WS11 7XN 


Driveways 


WINDOW DOCTOR 


GLAZING REPAIRS & LOCKSMITHS. 
SERVICE & REPAIR FOR ALL COORS 8 WINCOWS. 

MISTY & BROKEN GLASS REPLACED. 

WE REPAIR HANDLES,HINGES,SEALS,PATIO”S,WINDOW & DOOR LOCKS. 
CONSERVATORY & GUTTERING LEAKS REPAIRED. 

10 YR GUARANTEE 

K 01 5 ^50490024Hrs Est30 

■>) 07748 108035 „ pa , Q 

1 a WELLINGTON DRIVE, CANNOCK WS11 1PU yCdlb 



WESTCOT 

CONTRACTORS LTD 

38 Years Experience 

TARMACADAM CONCRETE BLOCK PAVING 
LEADING DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL CONTRACTORS COVERING 
LICHFIELD AND STAFFORDSHIRE 

• Domestic Drives • Patios • Tennis Courts construction 
• Commercial car parks and roads • Vehicle access crossing highway approved 

Free quotations - All work guaranteed 

Call for enquiries 07985 233112 

Office 01543 251416 

email: westcot.eontractors.ltd@gmail.eom 



P J BROADHURST FENCING 

Top Quality Fencing Supplied & Fitted 

All types offence panels • Gravel boards 

FREE QUOTES 

You will be blown away by our prices! 

01922 611681 
07770 954073 

www.pjbroadhurstfencing.co.uk 



To advertise your business and reach more than 72,000 potential customers... 

10 

Call us on... 

01543 465341 M 

0 

E-mail us af... 

sarah.winfield@expressandstar.co.uk M 
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Posffo... ^ 

Sarah Jones, Walsall Chronicle, J 

Queen Square, Cannock. WS111ES ML 


















































































































































Fencing 


Roofing 


Plastering 


B.J. FENCING SUPPLIES $ 

Members of Guild of Mastercraftsmen 

WINTER SALE OF FEATHEREDGE 
PANELS + GATES - WHILE STOCKS LAST 

Up to 30% lower prices than most other 
major suppliers, Builders Merchants etc. 


Sizes 

6’ x 6’ 

6’ x 5’ 

6’ x 4’ 

6’x3’ 

6’ x 2’ 

Gates 

Each 

£23 

£21 

£19 

£16 

£13 

6’ x 3’ £25 

20+ 

£21 

£19 

£17 

£14 

£11 

6’ x 2’ £22 


Arch Bow Tops Available at £1.50 extra 

Individual Boards @ 12p per ft. Prices include VAT. 


Also available at lowest winter prices include overlap, 
trellis, picket panels, gravel boards etc. 

HUGE DISCOUNTS ON SUPPLY *ERECT PRICES* 
Call us for free, no obligation quotation. 

MASSIVE SAVINGS ON SPRING/SUMMER PRICES. 

Tel: 01543 821213.07886 369958 or 07828 693442 

UNIT 7E, ZONE 4, BURNTWOOD BUSINESS PARK WS7 3XD 


Household Appliances 


D & D DOMESTICS 

Your Local Repair Engineers 
All makes of Electric Cookers, Washing Machines 
and Tumble Dryers 

Free call out 

Factory trained Engineers , 

Call anytime on: 

01922 746886 
07958 746758 


LOFT SERVICES 

• Loft Ladders supplied & 
fitted from £99 

• New or enlarged loft access 
• Loft Flooring fitted 
• Loft Insulation 


UPVC drop down hatch with 
easy stow aluminium ladder 

£185 fully fitted 


For advice call Carl on 
0121 556 1761 
Mobile: 07502 103997 

14 years’ experience 



P & S Spares & Repairs Ltd 

(Vauxhall Specialists) 

Second hand spares off the shelf 

3 Servicing and Mechanical Repairs 
Q Electronic Engine Management and Airbag Fault Diagnostic Service 

WANTED 

LATE VAUXHALLS: Scrap, MOT failures or 
accident damaged - Anything considered 
VAUXHALL PARTS ALSO WANTED 

Tel: 01543 370077 

Mobile: 07956 911287 

Unit 15, Yates’s Boat Yard, Lime Lane, Pelsall, WS3 5AS 




TECH ROOFING 

ALL ROOFING SPECIALISTS 

All aspects of Roofing Undertaken including 




C. 1. Plastering 

| For competitive quotes on all your refurbishment needs on 
plastering, boarding, overboarding, partitions, re-skimming 
' and artex covering. Quality rendering and terrolining. 


7538 718264 


» Dry verge systems 

• Ridge Tiles 

• Repointing 

• Fascias, Soffits & Guttering 


► Roof cleaning 

► Chimney repairs 

► All roof repairs 

► new roof 


EDMP Roofing System - Single Garage from 

Reboarded with 18mm smart ply 
Further reductions on larger areas 
Fully insured, No Call Out Charge 
NO DEPOSIT TO PAY - only pay when satisfied 

0800 696 5408 - 0777 5519417 


Plumbing & Heating 


WORCESTER BOSCH SPECIALIST WORCESTER BOSCH SPECIALIST 



■■ i i i ifiiT ii ma 




TILING - FELTING - PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 

Slate & Tile Repairs - Flat Roofs EPDM - Rubber Roofing 
UPVC Fascias, Soffits & Guttering Fibre Glass Roofing 
Chimney & Pointing Work Insurance Work 
Dry ridge, dry hip, dry valleys, dry verge 
Maintenance Free, no mortar needed Roof Cleaning 
OVER 30 YEARS’ EXPERIENCE 
All types of roofing work undertaken 
FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTES 
Tel: 01922 510193 
or 07754 088538 




★ Insurance Work ★ Lead Work 

★ Ridge Tiles Replaced 

★ Flat Roofs* Pointing 
★ Rubber Roofing (E.P.D.M.) 

★ Chimney Repairs ★ Fascias & Gutters 
25 years in the business 
FAMILY RUN - FREE QUOTES 


Slate and Tile RepairsPl20 Year Guarantee 


Flat Roofs, EPDM m o Dry Ridge Systems 


25jYears Experience 


uPVC Soffits^"^ o Re-Roofs 




> Boiler Services 

> Landlord Checks 

» Full Central Heating 
Systems 

> Boiler Swaps and 
Conversions 




Call: 01922 711150 
07722 533247 


•Fascias • Sofits • Dry Verge 
•Pointing • Gutter Cleaning And Repair 
Premium Products Expertly Fitted 
With Full Manufacture Guarantee. 

For A Free Quote call 
□1384 468831 / 07885 575865 

www.eliteplasticsupvc.co.uk 



ROOFING SAFE 

LTD 


Tiling, Slating, Repair, Care and Maintenance. 
Flat roof refurbishment and repairs 
Fascias, Soffits and Roof Gutter, 
Chimney refurbisments and repairs 
Skylights and roofing light packages. 

ALL ASPECTS OF ROOFING COVERED 
NO CALL OUT CHARGE, FREE QUOTATIONS 
OVER 10 YEARS EXPERIENCE AND QUALITY GUARANTEE 


Telephone: 01922 254025 

Mobile: 07403 380136 

86 . Lumlev Road . Walsall. West Midlands WS1 2LJ 


NEW GASTEK HOME SAFE PLAN 
BRONZE - £14.99 
SILVER-£16.99 
GOLD - £18.99 
PLATINUM-£21.99 
LANDLORD PLATINUM - £24.99 
(All prices are per month-t/c apply) 

• Bathroom Installations 

• Power Flushing 

• Gas Appliance 
Installations 

• All Domestic Plumbing 
Work 

• LPG Gas Appliance Service and Installations 

NEW SHOWROOM NOW OPEN 

Unit B15 Anchor Business Park, Dudley BY2 9AF 

Office Open 8am-6pm Monday-Friday 8am-4pm Saturday 

01543 887334 

info@Gasteksolutions.co.uk • www.gasteksolutions.co.uk 

(Ail prices are plus vat) Worcester m|ei 
- ~ ThTHH visa SB S5ST, l ™! 

■ 


Pauls Home Services LTD 

Condensing Boilers 
Radiators • Upgrades 
Gas Work • Full Heating 
Breakdowns 

Bathrooms • Cloakrooms 

• Kitchens • Plumbing 
• Tiling • Showers 

• Electrics • Plastering 

• Decorating • Lighting 

FREE QUOTATIONS 
ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

07790 873567 / 
01922 417062 4. f e 

NO CALL OUT CHARGE ' register 





ANDY’S 
CERAMIC 
WALL & FLOOR 
TILING 

• Kitchen and bathroom 
fitting service 

• General home 
improvements 

FREE QUOTES 

Tel: 01922 494193 
Mobile: 0782 1837399 


To advertise your business and reach more than 72,000 potential customers... 
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Call us on... 

01543 465341 MW A 

E-mail us at... 
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Sarah Jones, Walsall Chronicle, 1 
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“ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


funeral directors 


Turn To Us For 
Help and Support 


In your time of need 
we’ll take care of all the 
funeral arrangements. 

• Est. 1907 
• 24 hour service 

G. Gibbs 

Funeral Directors 

44 All Saints Way 
West Bromwich B71 1PZ 

0121 553 0442 

IP Dignity' 

Part of Dignity pic. A British Company. 


Family 


WREKIN STAIRLIFTS recondi¬ 
tioned lifts from £799. New avail¬ 
able. 01952 405397/07897 273617 


Leisure 

Time 


Telephone 01922 4 321 



JACKSON-HATELEY 
CYCLES 


www.jac kso n hate ley eye les.co.uk 


CHRISTMAS BONANZA 

Massive Discounts on ATB’s 
All cycles reduced across the range 
All cycles built and guaranteed 
with a 24 hour repair service 
All spares and accessories at 
discount price 

YOU BEAT OUR PRICE WE BEAT YOURS 
Book Your Cycle For Christmas 
Now At Sale Price! 

HATELEY’S 

Simply the best 

Ring Dave on 
01902 782344 

458 Stafford Road, Oxley, 
Wolverhampton 


* SATURDAY 
BOOT SALE 

NOW on A454, Hilton, WV15 5NR 
By Wheel Pub. Between 
Wolverhampton & Bridgenorth 

WEDNESDAY 
BOOT SALE 


07890 267041 

★ ★ 


BLUE CROSS SALE starts Boxing 
Day, caravans from £9995 inc 2016 
fees,12mth season amazing facili¬ 
ties close Borth beach, pet friendly. 
Save £££’s Text/call 07494 396264 

CARAVANS & CHALETS For sale 
with seaviews. Clarach Bay near 
Aberystwyth from £4995 includes 
2015 site fees. Call Phil on: 01970 
820579. sales@clarachbay.com 

FOR SALE 2 BED CARAVAN, stun¬ 
ning park, 12 month season. Lots of 
family facilities, dog friendly, 
immaculate condition, quiet pitch. 
Paul 07960 944721 for more info. 

MOTORHOME WANTED and 

touring caravan, anything consid¬ 
ered, cash waiting. Telephone Sam 
07971 307903. 


3 BED CARAVAN for sale in Borth. 
Stunning condition throughout with 
all fees/contents inc, poof, bars and 
nightly entertainment with 12 month 
season. Call Cari 07837 489013. 


Free 


IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 



SEA SIDE SOMERSET HOLIDAY 

caravans to let. Half price OAPs, all 
caravans overlook the sea 01984 
631 781 www.helwellbay.com 


^ caravan sales | 

TINGDENE MACKWORTH 42ft x 
20ft twin unit. Furnished holiday 
home, double glazed, centrally 
heated, private parking on beautiful 
park nr. Ludlow, fantastic facilities, 
rent inc, £49,000. 01584 823 433 



clairvoyance 


PSYCHIC TAROT READINGS Live 
1 to 1.0906 757 0900 75p per min, 
calls recorded. Credit/Debit card 
0141 427 7003 (£25 - 30 mins). 



antique fairs 


VINTAGE ANTIQUE / Collectables 
Fair, Coven Memorial Hall, WV9 
5DL. Sunday 17 Jan, 10-3. Karen. 
01384 277373 / 07938 123040. 


HARVEYS AUCTIONS - Wednes¬ 
days @ Bilston Sports and Social 

Oli iH ”71 \A//"■»!I+/"■%»-» Dnorl \A/\/i A 


Home & 
Services 


AT C B SHEDS & FENCING We 

supply/fit. Free quotes. Supply 
sleepers & decking 01922 720270. 

SAND, TOPSOIL, DECORATIVE 

gravels, 11 Tonne direct loads at 
cheap rates. D. Gill Building & 
Garden Supplies 01922 452221/ 
452266 7 days. 

SHEDS AND FENCING AT KNC. 

See our new showroom at Willen- 
hall Rd, WV1 3DZ, 01902 450137. 

SLABS 450mm x 450mm Riven 
faced, only £1.76 inc. VAT. 
Ranton Building Supplies: 
01543 276006. 


CANNOCK EXCHANGE 

We buy & sell quality used goods: 

Car audio, Air Rifles, TVs & Laptops, Bikes, 
Gold, Guitars & Amps, Group/Disco Gear 
etc. Try us! No Furniture. 

186 Stafford Rd, Cannock, WS11 4AH 
Open Tues to Sat 10:30am-6pm 
01543 570990 Closed Sun & Mon 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 

ASH RECLAMATION new and 

used building materials, upvc doors 
and windows 01543 453222. 

CHEAP INDIAN SANDSTONE 

paving from £15.50 per square 
metre including vat. Choice of 
colours. Ranton Building Supplies 
LTD 01543 276006 


AIR RIFLES, SHOT GUNS, Antique 
guns, taxidermy- big bore guns, 
traps etc wanted. 07968 624202 


All gold 9ct up to £300 per ounce 

CASH PAID TODAY 

A GENUINE LADY BUYER 

All Beswick • Doulton • Worcester 
Moorcroft •Lladro • Old coins 

• WATCHES • COSTUME JEWELLERY 

• Old toys • Clocks • Paintings 
• ALL SILVER • All Oriental Items 

Pre‘47 silver coins All war medals etc 
ANYTHING OLD & INTERESTING 
HOUSE CLEARANCES 

01922 495066 or 
07971 783206 


READERS ARE ADVISED to care 
fully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any of 
their items. 


VINTAGE TOYS 

What’s in your loft???? 

Star Wars/Action Man/Diecast/ 
Lego/Subbuteo/Action Figures/ 
Model Kits, etc. 

Top prices paid!!! 

07794 875323. 


WANTED FOR CASH three piece 
suites, up to £100 paid 
Call 01785 815925/07947 627142. 


CLIENT 

COMPUTERS 


Certified technician & 
Microsoft partner. 
Repair & maintain laptops 
and PCs. In West Midlands. 
Virus removal, broken 
screens, wifi. 
Windows problems etc. 
Home visits or bring to me. 
Long established. 
Laptops available. 

0121 556 9481 



AERIAL & TV SPECIALISTS 

Free Estimates on any TV Repairs, 
Plasma, LCD, 3D, LED, Projection. 
All areas covered 8 till late. 7 days. 
Digital aerials, Sky installation. 
Wall mounts & TV setups. 

07350 330251 



aerials 



1 


A1 RAPID AERIALS Plasma fitting, 
Sky repairs, same day service, free 
call out, 3 yr g’tee, oap discounts 
07960 173589 or 0800 633 5899. 


alarms/security 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £195 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


blinds 


Made-to-measure 

BLINDS SALE 

50% OFF 

selected blinds & shutters 


MEASURING & FITTING INCLUDED 


ROMANS • ROLLERS • VENETIANS • VERTICALS • CURTAINS 
SHUTTERS • AWNINGS • CONSERVATORY BLINDS 

TO BOOK A FREE APPOINTMENT WITH YOUR 
LOCAL ADVISOR CALL 0800 111 4919 
orvisitHILLARYS.CO.uk 


HILLARYS 


Amanda 


7 Vertical Blinds from £195 

Also Great Deals On.. 

Rollers : Venetians : Wood Venetians : Romans 
Plantation Shutters : Made to Measure Curtains 

Free Quotes : Free Fitting 
TEL: 0845 667 4179 

www.amandaforblinds.co.uk 


appliance repairs 


A SAME DAY REPAIR - Cookers 
Autos Fridges Vacs and Micros. 
Call 07900 578897/07801 746853. 


bathrooms 


JP Builders 

Over 20 years 
experience in bathroom & 
kitchen installations. 
TILING/PLASTERING/FREE 
QUOT^ 


07883 339818 or 01543 458664 


building services 


DAVIES & SON BUILDERS 

Over 35 years experience in the industry. 

All aspects of building work including: 
Extensions, loft conversions, roofing, 
driveways & landscaping. 
Discounts offered. See us on Rated 
People. 

01902 579592 / 07837 994465 


building supplies 


RECLAIMED BRICKS, Tiles, 
Slates, Oakbeams, Flooring, York 
Stone. Cawarden 01889 574066. 
sales@cawardenreclaim.co.uk 


carpentry & ^ 

joinery 


• Kitchen and fitted wardrobe Specialists 

• Doors, floors and staircases 

111 plastering projects catered for 


w.collinscarpentryandjoinery.co.uk 

0121 537 2437 / 
07903 234 137 


} & S JOINERY Six internal pre¬ 
primed doors fully fitted from £350. 
07958 552625, 07950 867972, 


carpet & upholstery 
_ cleaning _ 


A CLASS CARPET & 
UPHOLSTERY CLEANING 

OAP discount. Recession Prices. 
Unbeatable Value: Rooms cleaned from £10 

Call Paul 07870 341089 




carpet fitters 


3 suppl 

just fitted, quality samples brought 
to your home, no job too small, free 

§ uotes call Mark 01543 
20598/07941 619694. 


cctv 


RAPID SECURITY CCTV & alarms 
cameras, supplied and fitted, 
domestic and commercial, same 
day service, free call out. Call Robbi 
on 07960 173589/ 0800 633 5899. 


double glazing 


UPVC BACK DOORS from £299, 
front doors from £389 fitted. 
Windows/Fascia’s, 01922 442720. 

double glazing ^ 
v repairs 

MISTED/BROKEN UNITS, energy 
save upgrades, faulty locks/hinges, 
5 year guarantee. 07983 704889. 

electrical ^ 

^ services 

ALL ELECTRICAL work from a 
switch to a rewire. Insured, free qu¬ 
ote 01902 575570 / 07958 627434. 

ALL HOME ELECTRICS NAPIT 
registered. Fully insured. For a free 
quote call 07583 320318. 

CTI ELECTRICAL NIC Registered 
Electrician. All aspects of electrical 
work undertaken. 07794 818622 

MB ELECTRIC.CO.UK Home re¬ 
wiring from £800. NICEIC.High 
quality local service call freephone 
0800 211 8398 / 07939 503905 

SERTRONICS LTD Broken Electri¬ 
cal equipment Fixed. We repair 
most things with a plug. At home or 
bring it in to us. All major Brands 30 
years experience 01922 624412 

\ 

fencing 

PORTWAY FENCING Special Offer 
on 10 Bays £695. 07866 137656/ 
0121 5315250portwayfencing.com 

fitted bedrooms 

V 

AFFORDABLE BESPOKE FITTED 

Sliding Wardrobes. 07813 675526 
www .mteriorsbyrobertstokes.com 

\ 

gas fitting 

GAS 1 
SERVICES 

• Boilers 

• Cookers 

• Fires 

• Gas Checks 

• Landlord Certificates 

• Gas Leaks Traced 

Fitted, Serviced and Repaired 
Same Day Service 

Free Quotes 

DISCOUNTS FOR OAPs 

Call: 01902 366855/ 
07761 973975 

AA Heating & Plumbing. Install/ 
Service/ Repair all gas work. 
Kitchen/ Bathrooms:01922 660410 

READERS ARE ADVISED 
To check that anyone 
carrying out any Gas work 
is Gas Safe Registered. 

It is an offence under the Gas 
Safety (Installation and Use) 
Regulations 1998 to carry out 
gas work in the UK without 
being on the Gas Safe Register. 

^ gates | 


ALL GATES,RAILINGS, etc. Free 
quotes, also repairs & fitting. 07903 
500642 24 hours. 


ALL GATES,RAILINGS, etc. Free 

§ uotes, also repairs & fitting. 07903 
00642 24 hours. 


handyman 
y services 


DAVIES INSTALLATIONS All 

.Jing, 

and 


house clearances 


A ABSOLUTE BEST 
CASH PRICE PAID 

for house clearances and bereavements. 
Also removals undertaken. 

All rubbish removed 
Carriers licence held 

07852 172641 / 07710 360327 


HARVEYS HOUSE CLEARANCES 

Quick, discreet and professional. 
07939 421862 / 01902 410433 

YMCA REQUIRE FURNITURE Free 
Collection. Call: 01922 629562, 
01384 231714, 01902 715249. 


kitchen fitters 


THE KITCHEN FITTER Over 15 
years experience. Call 07881 
654757 or 01543 373233. 


painters / 
decorators 


ADMJ Decorating & Maintenance. 

City and Guilds. No Job Too Small. 
07855 957935 - 01902 630028 

C I PAINTING & DECORATING 

Over 30 yrs experience.City & 
Guilds approved. Free Quotes. 
07890 879 892 01902 838521 . 

C&D DECORATING Coving/ dado/ 
laminated flooring. Free quotes/ 
OAP discount. 07973 286288 


HIGHFELL 

DECORATORS 

30 years experience. 

All aspects of painting and 
decorating. 

Call Michael on 
07912 261129 

for more details and quotes. 


MFR DECORATORS. Internal/exte¬ 
rior. No job too small. Sensible 
prices. Free quotes. 07837 826372. 


plans prepared 


ADAM DESIGN, Building Plans. 
Drawn and submitted to council. 
Tel: 01902 620200/07841 654037. 
Email: adamdesign@sky.com 

BUILDING Plans: Prepared/submit¬ 
ted. K J Bradley 01902 373248 
07792 165767. www.plans4u.co.uk 


plastering 


MINT PLASTERING 

For the very best in plastering and rendering, 
full rooms inc materials from 110. Halls, 
stairs and landings from 200 

28 years experience. 

Free quotes. All work guaranteed 

01922 606503 / 07519 6945161 


plumbing & 
heating 


A 


BLUE SWIFT GAS 

Heating & Plumbing Services 

GREAT OFFER!! 

BOILER/APPLIANCE SERVICE 
AND CO ALARM DEAL 

BE WISE-BE GAS SAFE 
Full details at 

www.blueswiftgas.com 

HHUi 


A RELIABLE PLUMBER No job too 

small. No call out fee. Call Lee: 
07713 149278 / 01902 330351. 

PLUMBING WORK UNDERTAKEN 

No job too small or large. Call Will 
for a quote on: 07521 411108. 


removals 


A & M CHEAP 
REMOVALS 

Local 

Careful Firm 
Full or Part loads 

Call Don: 
07749 941319 


A MAN WITH A VAN Single items, 
flat/house removals/clearances, 
local/nationwide. Call Steve 0121 
422 2999 or 07815 043724 

A2B REMOVALS Cheap and reli¬ 
able removal service. Insured. 
07817 842980 or 01902 744829. 

ALL REMOVALS We beat any 

S uote, full or part loads, all areas, 
all Keith on 07867 862227 

CALL DEAN NOW: For all your 
Removal needs. 07429 453209/ 
01902 830870 / 01384 940260. 


DJ REMOVALS house or one item. 
Affordable rates, reliable. Call: 
01902 652346 or 07912 980177. 


roofing 


A ROOFING 

main, flat, felt, firestone 
rubber, fibreglass, all 
repointing, fascias, soffits, 
gutters. Free quotes. All 
quotes beaten. 8am-8pm. 
01902 722447 . 


I CLIFF NICHOLLSI 

All Roofing and Scaffolding 
Work carried out. 

35 years experience 

Freephone 

(0800) 220 -729 


MG ROOFING Flat roofs, tiling, roof 
repairs, fascias and gutters. Call 
01902 238989 / 07580 465449. 


rubbish removal 


ALL RUBBISH REMOVED We load, 
no skips. House, garden or com¬ 
mercial. Call 01902 827599 or 
07497 487892. 


skip hire 


I 

skips 


AFFORDABLE SKIPS 
2-50 YARD SKIPS 
AVAILABLE 
PUNJABI SPEAKERS 
MONDAY-SATURDAY 
7AM-6PM 


MMuriim 


QUICKA SKIPS 

Mini, Midi, 6 Yard with 
doors and Builders. 

7 days - Prompt Service 
01902 404800/ 
07983 580884 
www.quickaskips.co.uk 


plumbers 


Who do you contact for all your Gas Servicing? 

• Boilers & Central Heating • Annual Services • Fires • Cookers • Landlord Certficates 


Miller Contracts Grp Ltd 
Plumbing Heating and Property Solutions 
In association with NJ Plumbing and Heating 

GAS PLUMBING & HEATING 

SAVE UP TO 30% ON ENERGY BILLS 

A-Rated condensing Combi Boiler, Digital Stat, Horizontal Flue, up to 7 Radiators. 
Supplied and fitted from £2,495 with up to 10 year warranty (subject to annual servicing). 


Mob: 07770652915 or 07774543335 or Tel: 01922 682552 

Email: info@millercontracts.co.uk Web: www.millercontracts.co.uk 


A absolute affordable skip 

RUSSELL 

SKIPSO 

Mini, midi skips 
Prompt delivery / collection 
(0121) 520 3388 / 07721 387990 


WOLVERHAMPTON 

SKIP HIRE 

MINI, MIDI 

& 

BUILDERS SKIPS 
WITH DOORS 

Established 26 years 

Call: 

01902 722876 



60LDSHILL SKIPS 


Bring your own waste 
cheaper than skips. General, 
Green, Wood waste any size 
vehicle. Phone for prices: 

0121 557 3346 


GRINSELLS SKIP HIRE LTD. 

Mini, midi, maxi, large skips. Fast, 
friendly & reliable service. Monday 
to Saturday, 6 day service. Call: 
0121 555 6060. 


upholstery 


MR B’S UPHOLSTERY 


Re-Upholstering of Sofas, Dining Furniture, 
Caravans, Car Retrims and more. 

www.mrbsupholstery.co.uk 


§§?§ST 


MOORES UPHOLSTERY, new 

foams, re-covering, leather colour¬ 
ing etc. Free quotes. 07581 719054 
UPHOLSTERY SERVICES 3pcs/ 
springs/caravans/pubs/club/antiqu 
es. 01902 689844 / 07817 842980. 





Pets & 
Animals 


ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses have the required 
Passport information. 

LAURAS TACK BOX: Closing 
Down Sale. ‘Bargains’. Everything 
must go by the end of January. 
WS11 9PU. 07949 943933. 


NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and 
using guns. 


GREYHOUNDS MAKE 
WONDERFUL PETS 

All neutered, innoculated 
and chipped. 

Call Greyhound Trust 
01922 412212 or 
www.rgtwolverhampton.co.uk 


M Him 




FOR DOGS AND CATS 
Open Mon to Sun 
Call 01922 476208 
Red Lane off Crab Lane 
Essington WV11 2DZ 
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NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland News 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


BEAUTIFUL Pedigree Cocker 
Spaniels 3 girls/2 boys. Unusual tri¬ 
coloured. Mom/Dad can be seen. 
Home reared with children. £425 
bitches, £400 dogs. Ready now, 
wormed and flead. 01543 422321 


GIANT FRENCH LOP rabbits, 5 
months old, ready for breeding. 
Sale due to health reasons. £30. 
07805 727471/ 01543 360943. 


TOY POODLE Pup male, ready now, 
KC applied, older female available, 
genuine sale. 07801 659239. 



Express & Star 

ThTT^ce] 

couud be! 

YOUR 

BUSINESS 


Every day our 
customers get a 
great response 
from Classified 
Advertising. 


So could you by 
calling our friendly 
experienced Sales 
Advisors on 
01902 319191. 



Business & 
L Farming 



READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering any obli¬ 
gations. 


6 

Property 


FOR SALE: 

BRAND NEW PARK HOME 


Two bedrooms, quiet residential 
site in Coven. £88,500. 
Telephone 01902 791177 


properties wanted 


CASH NOW 


WE CAN BEAT ANY PRICE 

■ Legal fees paid ■ Guaranteed offer WB C3fl 

■ No fees ■ Repossessions stopped u,, lf tmiiv 

■ Any condition HUy yUUl 

house in 

land and commercial enquiries welcome 

0800 389 6788 

or 01902 628060 24/7 


Wolverhampton properties 


WE PAY 100% 

of purchase price 



We buy any house 


We are a family run local business. 
Buying properties for over 30 years. 

A fair offer from people you can trust. 
No fees - Free solicitors. 

30 Years experience 


BLACK 

c SSSi? v <3>«cS*~ 


WE ALSO BUY LAND 

commercial and industrial premises, shops, 
factories, building plots... We will even buy yc 



Home Cash Buyer 

Sell today, sign today, complete when u wish 

Houses/Land Required 

Ring Paul 24/7local on 

07870 341 089 

Sandwell Area Call 0121 696 4154 
Walsall & Cannock Area Call 01922 432049 
Wolverhampton Call 01902 489901 
www.homecashbuyer.co.uk 


■T'-i.UJ.i.Ulff* 


NOTICE TO READERS It is an 

offence under the Accommodation 
Agencies Act 1953, for an Agency 
to charge a fee simply for the regis¬ 
tration of your requirements and/or 
supplying particulars of premises to 
let. 

BEDSIT V 2 mile from Rugeley town 
centre, single person only, over 
30’s only. 07932 904898. 

HIGH STREET Shop to let, Gornal 
Wood Dudley, £650pcm. Currently 
used as Salon. 07852 225618. 

LARGE 3 BED HOUSE DUNSTALL 

Newly decorated an carpeted, DSS 
families welcome, walking distance 
to town 07791 476943 

ONE BED FLAT Wednesbury, off 
treet parking, DG, no DSS/pets, 
450pcm. 07758 816458. 



D.S.S. 

All Black Country 
31902 21 31 21 



IT'S FREE 
IT'S EASY 

‘Advertise any item FREE up to 
the value of £250 go to: 
bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk 


Simply click the FreeAds icon 




*Private advertisers only, no guns, pets, or livestock. 
Free adverts are published within 7 days of receipt, in-paper 
and online and are limited to 3 lines maximum. 


Jobs 


7.5 DRIVER WANTED37.5 hours 
per week, £8.50 per hour. CPC 
Required. All relevant licenses 
essential Must be over 30 for insur¬ 
ance purposes 

Email jaime@elcuk.com or 
01922 459004. 


SEMI SENIOR ACCOUNTS 
Assistant - full time for chartered 
Accountants in Darlaston & Great 
Barr. Driver essential. CV/details: 
tabdarlaston @ outlook.com 


TRAINEE 

ACCCOUNTSCLERK 

needed for a busy office 
in the Wednesbury area. 

Send CV’s to 
Box Number P20183, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


full time - general 



RAYBURN 

precision engineering 
^ in pins tics and metnls 

EXPERIENCED CNC ROUTER / OPERATOR 

required for a progressive precision engineering company 
based in Walsall.The ideal applicant would be fully conversant 
in the setting and operating of CNC routers. Experience 
of beam saws and other production equipment would be 
a distinct advantage but not absolutely necessary. Also 
required would be the ability to read and interpret drawings 
and set up tooling and programmes to operate the same. 
The applicant would need to be a team player with pride in 
the quality of their work and their work place. A competitive 
package is available for the right person. 

EXPERIENCED 

MANUAL MILLING SETTER OPERATOR 

required for a progressive precision engineering company 
based in Walsall. The ideal applicant would be fully 
conversant with the setting and operating of manual milling 
machines and also have experience of working in a CNC 
led environment. They would need the ability to read and 
interpret drawings, be able to check their own work. The 
applicant would need to be a team player with pride in the 
quality of their work and their work place. A competitive 
package is available for the right person. 

For the above positions please apply with a full C.V. 
in the first instance to: 

RAYBURN PLASTICS LIMITED 
Whitehouse Street, Walsall, West Midlands, WS2 8HR. 


ALPHA CARE HOMES 

CARE YOU CAN DEPEND ON 

Are looking to recruit a 

HR/PAYROLL ADMINISTRATOR 

To work 37.5 hours per week (Monday - Friday, 9am-5pm) 

(based at our Care Homes in Great Wyrley) 

You will be required to support the Payroll and HR Services in the day to day running 
of a very busy office. The successful candidate must have: 

• Experience of running payroll. 

• HR administration experience 

• Knowledge of up to date employment and payroll legislation. 

• Excellent IT skills especially Excel. 

CLOSING DATE: Friday 15th January, 2016 
If you would like more information on this position 
or you would like to apply, please contact Louise Stefan on 
01922 409898 or louise.stefan@alphacarehomes.com 


Experienced Laser CAD Programming 
Engineer required 


To join our existing strong CAD design team at 

METAL PROCESSES (1959) LIMITED (BLOXWICH) 
Good hourly rate on offer, and after 3 months 
an additional 5% pension + twice Basic salary 
life insurance + BUPA Healthcare cover 

We have new Fiber & C02 laser machines 
For application form phone Trevor at 
07872 014991 or the works 01922 492229 


STOKE-ON-TRENT: 6-7 Feb. BIRMINGHAM: 14-15 March i 
WORCESTER-DROITWICH: 19-20 March sx; 


Learn how to take blood 

TRAIN AS A PHLEBOTOMIST 


NATIONALLY RECOGNISED AND ACCREDITED 

Introduction to Phlebotomy 

TWO DAY COURSE 

NO PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE REQUIRED 


Telephone: 

01525713377 www.geopace.c< 


DISTRIBUTORS REQUIRED 


To deliver the BT Phone Book in and around: 

WALSALL LICHFIELD 
BROWNHILLS BLOXWICH 
SHENSTONE STONNALL 
AND SURROUNDING AREAS 

Good rates of pay and flexible working hours. 


If interested in delivering, call 01424 884177 or 
TEXT WALS to 07480 635477 
Or visit www.bookyourroute.com 


Award winning 
West Midlands Practice 
seeks friendly Dynamic 
PRACTICE MANAGER. 



■aaiiBiii 


Due to retirement an 
opportunity has arisen for a 
forward thinking Manager for 
our GP training practice. 

We are looking for an 
organised individual with the 
necessary management and 
IT skills. 

Hours and salary negotiable. 

Please send CV and 
covering letter to 
jsdhal@gmail.com. 
Closing date 
25 January 2016 


H.H Plastics, a leading manufacturer of Polythene and Polypropylene 
packaging have a vacancy for an 

EXPERIENCED SETTER/OPERATOR 

in our conversion department. It would be preferable to have experience 
of setting and operating Woodbank side welding bag machines and/or 
Mamata mixed seal machines and ancillary equipment 
Hours-6am -2.15pm Monday to Thursday & 6am -1.45pm Fridays 
Wages dependant on experience 

Please apply, with your C.V to Peter Hampshire, either by post or by email to: 

H H Plastics 

12 Navigation Street, Walsall, West Midlands WS2 9NE 
email - production@hhplastics.com 
NO AGENCIES 


MECHANIC required, minimum 
5 years experience. To work on 
cars and light commercials. 
MOT tester preferred. Tel Peter 
Ward on 01922 627850 


MEDICAL RECEPTIONIST 

Part-time positions available. 
22 hours / week, All positions 
are for a busy General 
Practice in North Walsall. 
For an application pack please 
contact 

Mrs A J Pritchard, 

St. Peter’s Surgery, 

51 Leckie Road, 
Walsall, WS2 8DA. 
or Tel (01922)700758. 



^S29 


SELLING 


YOUR CAR? 


We have a package to 
suit every budget. 

Packages start from as 
little as 

£21.00 for 6 nights 

Plus 

6 nights free if you do not sell. 


CALL 


01902 




NISSAN JUKE 

1.5 dci Acenta 5dr, Premium 
Pack, Storm White, Owned 
from new, 12,800 miles, FSH, 
Climate Control, Sat Nav, CD, 
USB Portal, Reversing 
Camera, 

£9,999 

07811 973560. 


RENAULT MEGANE EST DYN 

Spec 1.5 DCi, 2005, 99k, SH, very 
good condition, blue, 60 mpg, 2 key 
MoT. £1,650. o.n.o. 01922 865235. 


www.bmacars.com 


BMA Evt. Htre, ZS Ye^rs 

A WIDE RANGE OF 
CARS UNDER £1,000 

Open every day, Full MOT’S 
07956 988517 
Dale Street, Bilston, WV14 7JY 


ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

that the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly 
differentiate between Private 
and Trade. 


CITROEN XSARA Picasso, 1.8, 
petrol, blue metallic, 1 owner from 
new, 2002, 80,000 miles, FSH, Mot 
May, £625 ono. 01785 212140. 

FIAT PUNTO 1.2, 54 reg, silver, 8 
months MoT, good little run around, 
ready to go. £500 ono. 

07789 422056. 

FORD FOCUS 1.6 Zetec, 03 Reg., 
5Dr, 32,000 miles, two owners, 
MoT August, fsh, EW, alloys, £650. 
07476 370671. 

FORD MONDEO TDCi Black, 55 
reg., FSH, 103,000 miles, 11 
months MoT, very good condition. 
£1,100 ono. 01543 274824. 

HONDA CIVIC 1.6 Vetec, 2003 reg., 
MoT, electric windows, good condi¬ 
tion. £450 ono. 07434 216039. 

MG ZT metallic blue, automatic, 8 
months MoT, good runner. £600. 

Cannock 01543 571771. 

MG ZT-T 2003, 91,000 Miles, grey, 
abs, electric windows, air con, fsn, 
alarm, long MoT, central locking, 
pas, Alloys, CD, £950 ono 07856 
468195 


Homer’s 

Mini, Clio, Corsa, Fiesta, Punto, 
207, KA, Fiat 500, Yaris. 

10 Hours £89! Five Hours £50! 

2 Hours £20! All Areas Covered 
MALE & FEMALE INSTRUCTORS 
MANUAL & AUTOMATIC 
ADI/PDI REQUIRED. Gift vouchers available for £10 
07970 200066 / 01562 870050 
01384 234954 / 0121 5640090 
01902 580065 

www.homersdrivingschool.co.uk 


NFL MOTORCYCLE TRAINING 

CBT to full licence. Call 8am - 9pm 
for deals 01902 494422. 

SUZUKI GN125. 1996, 6,107 miles. 
MoT’d till August. £700. o.n.o. 
Telephone 01543 274285. 


OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


scrapcarbuyers.co.uk 

TOP PRICES PAID 
0800 533 51 39 
Ol 21 526 4666 
07795 535 007 


ivicb 

TOP PRICES PAID FOR 
ALL SCRAP CARS, 
VANS, BIKES, CLASSICS 

Tel: 01902 408176 

1000’s of parts 
available at all times 

MONMORE RD. WV1 2TZ 


W.T.R. VAN HIRE Connects, 
Transits, Lutons with Tail lifts, 
pick-ups Open seven days. 
01902 457002 / 01384 79090. 


CROWN MOTORS guarantee best 
price for your unwanted cars/vans. 
07903 549849, 01902 597035. 

BOOK YOUR 
ADVERTISEMENTS 
OR FAMILY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
ONLINE AT 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 

and become one 
of hundreds of 
customers 
who regularly 
receive 
exclusive 
special offers 
& discounts. 
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Personals 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


highways 

england 


ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 - SECTION 14(1)(a) 

THE M6 MOTORWAY (JUNCTION 7 TO JUNCTION 10A, 

(SANDWELL AND WALSALL) (TEMPORARY PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) 
ORDER 2016 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Highways England Company Limited 
(Company No. 9346363) has made an Order on the M6 Motorway, 
in the Metropolitan Boroughs of Sandwell and Walsall to allow electrical 
installations to be carried out. 

The effect of the Order will be to close - 

1. the northbound carriageway of the M6 from its junction with the exit 
slip road at Junction 7, to its junction with the entry slip road leading 
from Hilton Park Motorway Service Area (north of Junction 10a); 

2. the slip roads leading - 

i) to the northbound carriageway of the M6 at Junction 7; 

ii) to the northbound carriageway of the M6 at Junction 9; 

iii) to the northbound carriageway of the M6 at Junction 10; and 

3. the link road leading from the northbound carriageway of the M5 to 

the northbound carriageway of the M6 at Junction 8. 

The work will be carried out overnight between 21:00 hours and 06:00 hours 
and is expected to start on Wednesday 27 January 2016 and continue for 
four weeks. The Order will come into force on 20 January 2016. 

Vehicles being used for police, fire brigade or ambulance purposes and 
vehicles being used in connection with the works or by a traffic officer will 
be exempt from the closures. 

Traffic on the M6 wishing to join the M5 southbound will be diverted off 
the M6 at Junction 7 onto the A34, A4041, A4031 and M5 Junction 1. 
M6 northbound traffic will be diverted via the A34, A4148, A460 to M6 
Junction 11. 

For further information, please contact Mark Simmonite on 0121 678 8422. 
Karen Eustace, an Officer in Highways England Company Limited. 
Highways England Company Limited (Company No. 9346363) 
registered office: Bridge House, Walnut Tree Close, Guildford, GUI 4LZ. 

A Company registered in England and Wales. 



ANNEX C: NOTICE OF DETERMINATION 

A5 RISING SUN TO WASHBROOK LANE CYCLING AND 

A5/A452 BROWNHILLS 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT 

DETERMINATION UNDER SECTION 105 A (3) OF 

THE HIGHWAYS ACT 1980 (AS AMENDED) 

The Highways England gives notice that it has been determined that 
the A5 Rising Sun to Washbrook Lane Cycling and A5/A452 Brownhills 
proposal which is a relevant project within the meaning of section 105A 
(1) of the Highways Act 1980 is not subject to environmental impact 
assessment in accordance with Part VA of the Highways Act 1980 
implementing Directive 2011/92/EU as amended. 

This is due to the fact that all criteria covered in the Design Manual 
for Roads and Bridges volume 11 have been reviewed to assess the 
environmental impacts on the scheme. There are not expected to be 
significant impacts on Local Communities or Road Users (Noise, Air 
Guality), Nature Conservation (protected species), Landscape and Visual 
(land use), Archaeology and Heritage (Scheduled Monuments, cultural 
heritage), Geology and Soils and Waste Management. The long-term 
impact on all environmental topics is assessed as being neutral. 

Further information on the project and about this notice may be obtained from 

Marcus Peart, Highways England 

The Cube, 199 Wharfside Street, Birmingham B1 1RN 

Telephone: 0121 678 8000 Email: marcus.peart@highwaysengland.co.uk. 


Walsall Council, Planning and Building Control 

Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) Planning 
(Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) act 1990 Development 
Management Procedure Order 2010 (as amended) 

The below applications have been made to the Walsall Council. 
Applications can be viewed at First Stop Shop, Civic Centre, Walsall 
or online www.walsall.gov.uk/planning. Representations can be made 
online, email: planningservices@walsall.gov.uk or in writing to Head of 
Planning and Building Control, Civic Centre, Darwall Street, Walsall, 
WS1 IDG. Representations should be made within 21 days of the 
date of this notice.Please note: Your letter and personal details will 
form part of the planning file which is a public document and will be 
available for inspection at the Council Offices. The information may be 
released as part of a request under the Freedom of Information Act. 
15/1743 Walsall Housing Group FOR: INSTALLATION OF 
EXTERNALLY APPLIED WALL INSULATION WITH RENDER FINISH 
ADJACENT TO PUBLIC FOOTPATH WAL9. AT: 30C, CROXDENE 
AVENUE, BLOXWICH, WALSALL, WS3 2NR 


LEGAL /PUBLIC 
NOTICES 

For convenience you may fax any 
advertising requirements to 

Marie Hogg on 
01902 713146 
or email 

marie.hogg@expressandstar.co.uk 

(remember to include a name/contact 
number for confirmation of receipt) 


HAPPY NEW YEAR 
MR MAGIC 

Sorry late. 

Badly ill in hospital. 
Love you loads, take care. 
Mrs Magic. 

XX 

X 

'•ippp^app 


0 % 
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CRESSWELL WANDERERS 
U14’S 

Are currently looking to sign a 
new Goalkeeper and Outfield 
players, to help strengthen their 
current squad. 

If interested please contact 
Steve. 

07837 489839. 


ADVERTISEMENTS 

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE 

1. Midland News Association Limited All publications in this group are published 
by the Midland News Association Limited, registered office Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton WV1 1ES (‘the Company’) and this is the address to which any 
notices should be sent. 

2. Acceptance The Company will only accept advertising on these standard terms 
and no other contract terms or conditions will apply other than those which are 
implied by statute and cannot lawfully be excluded. In particular the Company 
will not accept advertising on the basis of advertiser’s terms and conditions. 

3. Content of Advertisements All advertisements must be legal decent honest and 
truthful. Advertisements must comply with the British Code of Advertising 
Practice and all other codes under the general supervision of the Advertising 
Standards Authority. Advertisements must comply with the requirements of all 
current legislation including but not limited to the following:- All advertisements 
must clearly differentiate between trade and private advertising as required by 
the Business Advertisements (Disclosure) Order 1977. Advertisements offering 
credit or hire facilities must comply with the Consumer Credit (Advertisement) 
Regulations 1980. 

All descriptions of goods must be accurate and in no way infringe the provisions 
of the Trades Descriptions Act 1968. 

Advertisements must not contain any material which is defamatory. You must 
have permission to use any material contained in your advertisement and must 
not infringe the copyright moral rights or any other right of any third party. 

The Company reserves the right to refuse to carry any advertisement or to 
require amendment of any advertisement in its absolute discretion. 

4. Appearance of Advertisements Whilst the Company makes every effort to 
comply with requests, publication on a particular date or in a particular position 
cannot be guaranteed. The Company reserves the right to alter, suspend, cancel 
or reject an advertisement at its discretion even after the same has been accepted 
for publication without being liable to compensate you. You will not be charged 
for any advertisement which does not appear. If only a part of a series of 
advertisements appears you will only be charged for the advertisements in the 
series which actually appear. The Company does not guarantee the publication 
or extent of supporting editorial and your obligation to pay for advertising will 
not under any circumstances be dependent upon the appearance or content of 
editorial. No liability will be accepted for non-appearance of editorial. The 
Company does not guarantee that advertising will not appear for similar or the 
same subject matter to your advertisement and no liability shall be accepted as 
a result of such advertising appearing. It is the advertiser’s responsibility to 
provide any amended copy, whether by electronic or other format, and the 
Company does not guarantee that it will be able to or will agree to modify, amend 
or alter any file or copy supplied to it. 

5. Liability The Company’s liability for any loss or damage caused by any error or 
omission in the advertisement or any other breach of contract shall not in any 
circumstances exceed a full refund of any price paid by the advertiser to the 
Company for the publication of the advertisement or the cost of a further or 
corrective advertisement of the same type as that which originally appeared. 
Where a series of advertisements is booked the Company’s liability shall not in 
any circumstances exceed the value of the first advertisement in the series. In 
the event of any error, misprint or omission in the publication of the 
advertisement the Company will either re-publish the advertisement or the 
relevant parts of the advertisement or make a reasonable refund of or adjustment 
to the cost of the advertisement. If the error does not materially detract from 
the advertisement then no re-publication, refund or adjustment will be made. It 
is the advertiser’s responsibility to check the content of advertisements and the 
Company will not accept any liability for loss or damage, or obligation to 
republish or make a refund or adjustment, arising from re-publication of an 
advertisement containing an error, misprint or omission which has not been 
identified by the advertiser after first publication. 

6. Box numbers The Company accepts no liability for loss or damage caused by 
delay in forwarding or omission to forward to the advertiser replies to Box 
Numbers. Box Numbers must not be used for sending goods, distributing 
circulars or communications from agents. The Company reserves the right to 
open and inspect all replies to Box Number and to destroy goods, circulars of 
communications from agents which are discovered during an inspection. 

7. Inspection The Company shall be entitled at any time to inspect any goods or 
services advertised and may decline to carry further advertising if such 
inspection is not permitted or if in the Company’s opinion the provision of further 
advertising facilities is not appropriate in view of the nature or quality of the 
goods or services. 

8. Indemnity The advertiser, including any advertising agency involved in placing 
any advertisement, warrants that it has permission to use for publication by 
electronic and printed means all material which is included in the advertisement. 
The advertiser and any advertising agency involved in placing any advertisement 
agree to indemnify the Company in respect of all charges, costs, claims or 
damage arising out of the publication of the advertisement, whether the same 
result from actual or threatened legal action or from some other cause. 

9. Cancellation On a request for cancellation or amendment of a classified 
advertisement being accepted, you will be given a cancellation or amendment 
number which must be quoted in all subsequent correspondence. Payment of 
the originally agreed price will be required in full for any advertisement in relation 
to which the advertiser is unable to supply a valid cancellation or amendment 
number. Cancellation can only be accepted if the Company is notified of the 
cancellation by no later than the following deadlines:- 

Lineage, Semi Display - By no later than 6.30pm on the working day prior to 
publication. Advertisements to appear on Monday must be cancelled by 10 am 
on the preceding Saturday 

Classified Display - By no later than 24 hours before the date of publication 
Colour/Features - By no later than 10 clear days before the date of publication 
To cancel Lineage, Semi Display and Classified Display advertisements please 
telephone 01902 317878. To cancel Colour/Features advertisements please 
speak to the Representative through whom the advertisement was booked. 

10. Rates Advertising rates are as laid out in the Company’s current rate card which 
is available on request from the Company’s offices. The rates may be varied 
from time to time in the Company’s absolute discretion and without prior 
notification of the intended variation. The revised rate will be charged for any 
advertising ordered after the date of variation. 

All gross advertising rates except classified lineage and semi-display are subject 
to a 0.1% Advertising Standards Board of Finance levy payable by advertisers 
to help finance the self-regulatory system administered by the Advertising 
Standards Authority. 

11. Payment The Company reserves the right to require pre-payment as a condition 
of any advertisement being published. Where pre-payment is not required unless 
different credit terms have been agreed with the advertiser in writing payment 
must be made within 14 days of the date of issue of the Company’s invoice. An 
additional £2.00 booking charge will be payable if the invoice is not paid in full 
within this 14 day period. 

Any additional credit facilities which are offered are at the Company’s absolute 
discretion. The advertiser’s liability shall be for the full amount of all advertising 
ordered and shall not be limited to the amount of any credit limit which the 
Company may impose. 

Payment may be made by [method] cash, cheque or credit/debit card. The 
advertiser’s obligation to pay for other items on an account shall not be affected 
by the existence of any query over an individual item within that account. 

12. Data Protection Act The advertiser’s details will be retained by the Company for 
the purposes of administering our accounts records and so that the Company 
may notify the advertiser of future advertising opportunities which may be of 
interest to you. By placing advertising with the Company the advertiser agrees 
to your details being used for this purpose. 

13. Applicable Law These conditions of acceptance shall be governed by and 
interpreted in accordance with the law of England and Wales. 
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START DATING AGAIN AND 
GIVE YOURSELF A BOOST! 



THE GREENHOUSE SPA For 

Gay/Bisexual men. Jacuzzi & Rest¬ 
rooms on site. Open 7 days a week. 
2 mins J9/J10 M6. Call 0121 568 
6126. www.gay-sauna.com 

CHAMELEONS for like minded 
adults - singles / couples. 7 days a 
week. 9am - late. Mon Bisexual 
day. 2 mins from J9/J10 M6. 0121 
5686117. www.chameleons.ee 



Women seeking men 

REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 
per minute plus your phone 
company's access charge. 
Texts cost £1.50 per message 
received. 


CHRIS, 40, attractive slim 
sophisticated redhead, seeking 
male 30-50's to relax with and 
get to know. Discretion assured. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
420491 | 

KATIE 35yrs, slender well 
educated brunette seeks no 
strings mutual pleasure with gent 
40+ Must be discreet, married or 
single. ACA. Tel: 0906 515 3003 
Box 419673 

SALLY, 46, slim attractive feisty 
redhead, intelligent, easygoing, 
WLTM similar male for friendship 
and more, looks unimportant. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
420475 | 

DISCREET man wanted by 
married lady for no strings fun. 
I'm called Sarah and am 37yrs. 
Pis call, ACA. Tel No: 0906 515 
3007 Box 418167 
LOUISE, 47, youthful looking 
female looking for spontaneous 
male to put some love and lust 
back into life. Call me. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 

420445 | 

JANE, young 41, very 
broadminded seeks chap any 
age for discreet no strings fun, 
any age, no time wasters ACA. 

Tel: No: 0906 515 3011 Box: 
409715 

ALEXA 49 - slim, attractive, 
long-haired music loving female, 
with many interests including 
dining out, the arts, photography 
WLTM similar male. Text only to 
Mailbox no: 5345662 
MAUREEN, discreet sensual 
lady, 42yrs seeks daytime fun at 
her home. ACA. Tel: 0906 515 
3015 Box: 405297 
YVONNE, single mum, happy 
with life, but would like to meet 
someone to share fun times with. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
420269 I 

SOPHIA young 40yrs, married 
but bored, seeks discreet adult 
fun, any area, all calls answered. 

Tel: 0906 515 3019 Box: 

413399 

CHLOE pretty single female 
36yrs, dark hair/eyes, slim build, 
very lonely and looking for 
reliable discreet male for mutual 
companionship maybe more. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
420359 | 

FELICITY, 38yrs, attractive, 
petite but shapely lady seeks 
gent for indoor activities! 
Age/looks/marital status 

unimportant but must be discreet 
and non demanding. Tel: 0906 
515 3023 Box 420235 
JULIE, 47, blonde brown eyes, 
size 12, varied interests, loves 
cuddling, kissing and showing 
affection, seeks similar energetic 
male friend for TLC. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 

420357 | 

LOUISE, pretty hairdresser, 
works long hours, finds it hard to 
meet a boyfriend, 34yrs, own flat. 

Text only to Mailbox no: 
4192572 

ANN,38, very attractive female, 
N/S, positive attitude to life, 
WLTM similar kind male with a 
lot of get up and go for romance 
and fun times. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 420355 0 
JENNI, single mum seeks single 
dad, own home, can 
accommodate and loves spoiling 
her man. Text only to Mailbox 
no:4115108 

JACKIE lonely and looking for 
male company, 48-65. Need a bit 
of love and affection? Then I’m 
your girl, call me. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 418169 0 
SARAH, curvaceous brunette, 
35, passionate nature, solvent, 
OHAC, WLTM date again, 
looking for male to take me out. 
Looks/Age unimportant. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 

420207 | 

FEMALE fun brunette, attractive, 
26, seeking male for friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No:416287 




LYN, 43, divorced very lonely 
single mum, young looking, slim, 
attractive, WLTM similar male for 
companionship. 

Age/looks/Status unimportant. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
418795 0 

JANE, 47, voluptuous female, 
long hair, brown eyes, generous 
curves, would love to spend cosy 
nights in with that special male. 
Age/looks unimportant. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 

417985 0 



YOUR local dating 
service run by the dating 
experts since 1990 ... 
REAL people REAL ads 


How to use your dating service 


To place your own 
advert call: 


SUSANNAH, 48, curvy female, 
romantic, warm and cuddly, 
seeks similar kind male for a 
loving relationship with lots of 
cuddles and kisses. Looks 
unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 417341 0 
LUCY, 32, blonde, tall and slim, 
looking for a casual fling, nothing 
serious. Discretion needed and 
assured. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 420237 


0844 381 5936 

and follow the simple instructions 



To Place your ad by text 

Simply text REG followed by your first name, 
date of birth, area and your advert (max 155 
characters) and send to 80098 FREE 
(Standard Network rates apply) 


Reply to members call: 

0906 500 3955 

calls cost £1.55 per min plus your phone company’s access charge. 

Before you dial! Have the adverts 6-digit box 
number written down and key-it-in promptly 
when asked. Don't forget to leave contact details 
for replies. 


Or Text... reply26 (leave 

space) box number (leave space) and 
then enter your message & send to 
80098 eg: REPLY26 123456 hi get in 
touch... then send to 80098 
Successfully received messages cost 
£1.50 per message (Max 160 charac¬ 
ters). You must exchange 7 messages 
each before you can swap contact 
details. Messages may be moderated 
for your safety and security. 


Date ONLINE 

YOU can now date online or via your 
mobile. Simply VISIT us at: 
http://dating.expressandstar.com 

Been left a message? 

Pickup your replies on: 

0906 500 3957 

calls cost £1.55 per min plus your phone company’s access charge. 

PLUS you can also listen to other 
members greetings on this number. 

CUSTOMER SUPPORT 

Call 0207 720 7130 Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm 
or email us at support@jmediauk.co.uk 


KELLY young attractive 
vivacious 48yr old lady, loves 
good food, cosy nights in/out, 
holidays etc, WLTM male for 
mutual companionship Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 

420195 0 


Men seeking women 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 
per minute plus your phone 
company’s access charge. 
Texts cost £1.50 per message 
received. 


DARREN, 44, slim build, dark 
brown hair, green eyes, seeks 
genuine female for friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 418809 0 
MICHAEL, school teacher, very 
shy and lonely, 42yrs, own 
home, car, seeks genuine caring 
lady. Text only to Mailbox no: 
4156561 

WAYNE, 40, cheeky, good 
career, likes gym. Looking for a 
lady who likes stimulating 
conversation and times. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 419829 
MALE, tall, slim, health 
professional, honest, easygoing, 
seeks soulmate 45-60 for happy 
times and maybe romance. 
Derby area. Text only to 
mailbox no: 5356854 
JOHN, 68, six foot three, salt and 
pepper hair, n/s, divorced, own 
business, WLTM a long-term 
partner to travel and enjoy the 
good things in life with. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 

420433 0 

HAPPY man 59 looking for a 
lady to share the good times. I 
enjoy cinema, eating out, pubs 
and holidays in hot places. Text 
only to mailbox no: 4618385 
LONELY and broken male seeks 
female to show me what love is. 
Text only to mailbox no: 
5345658 

VERY useful, attractive 58 yr old, 
GSOH, six foot tall, nice build, 
n/s, genuine, tactile, fit and 
sporty, looking for a women for 
nights in and out. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 420135 0 
COLIN 61, lorry driver, sTo", 

blue eyes, kind hearted, 
romantic, hobbies include 
growing fuchsia's for showing 
and I have a vintage tractor that 
I play with from time to time. 
Looking for similar who's up for a 
lot of fun. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 418463 0 
HANDSOMEguy, 49, seeks 
attractive, younger female for fun 
times. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 316752 
TALL dark, good looking male, 
53, seeks attractive female for 
daytime fun and exciting times. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
393380 

ATTRACTIVE male, 54, seeks 
attractive female for daytime fun. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
407915 

TALL, dark, slim, attractive guy, 
48, seeks attractive female for no 
strings fun times. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 299904 
SHROPSHIRE male, 50, tall, 
dark, attractive, fun loving, seeks 
attractive female for fun and 
excitement. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 341387 


ATTRACTIVE male, late 40's, 
seeks attractive female for fun 
times. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 311713 
TALL, dark, attractive guy 50, 
seeks attractive, tactile female 
for fun, excitement and lots of 
attention. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 314219 
TALL attractive Shrewsbury 
male, 54, seeks attractive female 
for fun and excitement in the 
daytime. Discretion assured. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
411823 

COLIN 48, seeks cuddly large 
big beautiful woman 45 to 55 for 
LTR, love, romance, hopefully 
likes cuddles, kisses, holding 
hands. Text only to Mailbox no: 
5308886 

52YRS old guy genuine down to 
earth looking for Mrs right for 
nights in and out, walking, 
cooking, lives life to the full. Text 
only to Mailbox no: 5331215 
STEVE 39, 5ft 9ins, medium 
build, likes walks, seeks female, 
slim-medium build, single mum 
welcome. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 396709 


WIDOWER 70 plus, seeking 
female for friendship. Love me 
love my dog. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 417439 
MALE looking to meet a nice 
lady for fun times to spend with. 
I am 72 and would like to meet a 
lady between 60 and 70. Text 
only to Mailbox no: 5332896 
PHILLIP, 29 years old, 5ft 11 ins, 
stocky build, green eyes, friendly, 
GSOH, seeks genuine friendly 
n/s female for friendship, 
possible relationship. Text only 
to Mailbox no: 5335424 
PHIL, 58, slim, OHAC, from 
Wolverhampton, looking for a fun 
lady for a no-strings relationship. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
420265 0 

GENUINE 56yr old male, 
divorced, OHAC, looking for nice 
lady for friendship, maybe more. 
Wolverhampton. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 405551 
CARING male, 57, OHAC, 
looking for female, any race, 
status and age for no strings 
discreet fun. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No:411461 


visit us at: http://dating.expressandstar.com 


CALL CHARGES*: DATING 18+ and have the bill payer’s permission. 0844 calls cost 7 pence per min, 090 calls cost £1.55 per min, plus your 
phone company’s access charge. Calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. TEXT*: Text alerts are charged at £1.50 per week. To unsub¬ 
scribe to text alerts, text DATING STOP to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates- 
terms.co.uk/. REPLY BY TEXT*: 80098/89990 costs £1.50 per SMS received (max 150 characters). Guaranteed up to 4 messages for each 
message you send, Service only available where phone icon shown. Messages are moderated. Minimum 7 messages must be sent before con¬ 
tact details can be exchanged. This service is not computer generated. All messages are responded to by real service users. No meetings can 
be guaranteed. If arranging a meeting be sure to choose a public space and do not give personal details to people you have not met. To STOP 
text stop to 80098/89990. Service provided by No Goats Ltd. Help: 0207 720 7130. ALL SERVICES*: By texting any shortcode you consent to 
the owner of that shortcode sending you the occasional marketing message. To opt out of receiving these send NO INFO to 80098. DATA PRO¬ 
TECTION: Service provided by JMedia UK Ltd, SW4 7BX, 0207 720 7130. We will collect the details you provide and may send you details of 
other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus for regulatory purpos¬ 
es. Advertisers may come from our national database and from our pdc app. w/c 11/01/16 




































































































Nisbett finds 
the target 
for seventh 
game in row 

Sporting Khalsa 2 Westfields 0 

KHALSA returned to winning 
ways after a mid-season wob¬ 
ble with a hard-fought victory in 
treacherous conditions against a 
solid and resolute Westfields side. 

The win brought with it a sev¬ 
enth consecutive appearance on 
the scoresheet for Marvin Nisbett 
and a welcome return to action for 
skipper Lee Wherton as a second 
half substitute after four months 
out with injury. 

But it took a brilliant second 
half save from James Pemberton 
- with Khalsa clinging to a precar¬ 
ious 1-0 lead and with Westfields 
dominating - to secure the win. 

On a pitch battered by the 
weather for several weeks, it was 
always going to be challenging to 
play football so it came as not sur¬ 
prise that the first half was fought 
mostly in the midfield. 

But what chances did come were 
mostly from Khalsa. 

It was goalless at half-time, 
however, and Tom Bendall had a 
golden opportunity on 50 minutes 
for the visitors, Tes Robinson’s 
slip giving him a good chance on 
goal, only for him to scuff his shot 
to Pemberton. 

He was made to rue the mis¬ 
take two minutes later when Dave 
Meese popped up to head home a 
Mike Perks cross and give Khalsa 
the lead. 

The turning point came on 69 
minutes, Pemberton producing a 
fine block to deny Phil Glover from 
a corner. And this proved even 
more vital on 80 minutes when 
Meese’s through ball to Nisbett 
saw the pacy striker get through, 
hit a shot which was well blocked 
by Hopkins only to come straight 
back and be headed into the net. 

It’s a double 
for Scaccia 
and Robinson 

Wednesbury 1 Bloxwich 1st XI 4 

WITH the Christmas cobwebs well 
and truly blown out in the week at 
training, Bloxwich Men’s firsts were 
more than ready for their first hock¬ 
ey game of 2016. 

Bloxwich started off cagily in 
the Willenhall rain but managed 
to withstand early pressure from a 
well organised Wednesbury team 
with the whole team defending well 
as a unit. 

Bloxwich squandered a few early 
chances but it wasn’t long before 
Frenchman Nathan Scaccia opened 
the scoring with a sublime reverse 
stick shot from an outrageous angle. 
Wednesbury’s structure seemed 
to disappear after conceding and 
Bloxwich capitalised on this. Scac¬ 
cia doubled the lead with another 
great team goal and Harry Robinson 
scored yet another fantastic reverse 
stick shot. 

Bloxwich were disappointed to let 
in a late goal but Robinson got his 
second of the game to give the Bar¬ 
barians a well deserved victory. 

Pics snatch 
a winner in 
dying stages 

Barwell 2 Rushall Olympic 3 

RUSHALL Olympic came away 
from Barwell with three points 
thanks to a 3-2 win at Kirkby Road. 

The first half was quite a dull af¬ 
fair with neither team able to get 
into any real sort of passing rhythm. 

The Pics scored two quick goals in 
the second half to surge into a 2-0 
lead with Josh McKenzie firing in on 
46 minutes and Alex Reid glancing 
in a header two minutes later. 

The Pics looked to have done 
enough but Ant Carney rounded 
Dean Coleman to slot in on 79 min¬ 
utes and then former Pics man Luke 
Barlone levelled three minutes later. 

Just when it looked as though the 
points would be shared, McKenzie 
was played through by Jake Heath 
to slot home in the dying seconds for 
Richard Sneekes’ side. 


Colts put shirt on firm donation 


mr 



Pelsall Villa Colts u-lls in their new strip 


A JUNIOR football team is kitted 
out thanks to a new sponsorship 
deal with Taylor Wimpey West 
Midlands - the second time the 
housebuilder has sponsored Pelsall 
Villa Colts. 

A sum of £1,080 has been do¬ 
nated to fund new kits for the un¬ 
der-11s team, who compete in the 
Walsall Junior Youth League. 

Club chairman Darren Hodg- 
kiss, said: “The team is really 
happy with their new kit, and even 
though the under-lls are getting 


brand new equipment, this dona¬ 
tion will in fact benefit everyone at 
the club. 

“The donation has been able to 
fund everything from socks and wa¬ 
terproof jackets, to a first aid kit. 

“Such a generous sponsorship 
makes a real difference. We are so 
grateful.” 

The Colts, established in 1978, 
have 13 teams from the academy 
team for three to six-year-olds, 
through to under-21s and adults. 

Hodgkiss revealed the old kits 


would be put to good use. He said: 
“Our club actually sponsors two 
youth football teams in Gambia, so 
the equipment that we no longer 
use will be sent over to them. 

“At the end of each season we 
gather up all of the kit that we will 
no longer need and it is sent over 
for our sponsored teams to use. 

“I visit Gambia about twice a 
year to go and help out with a bit of 
coaching and I have actually seen 
the teams over there wearing our 
kits that are years old.” 



Walsall 22 Dudley Kingswinford 29 

WALSALL produced a terrific first half 
performance in their latest match at 
Delves Road. Every player contribut¬ 
ed to a strong defensive and attack¬ 
ing display that saw the team gain a 
12-3 advantage at the interval. 

Unfortunately they struggled to main¬ 
tain this commitment during the second 
half and the visitors took full advantage 
and crossed for four tries. 

DK showed their attacking intent straight 
from the kick off and it took some strong Walsall 
tackling to keep them at bay. However, Duncan 
Tompkins stepped up to give his team the lead 
from a penalty. 

Walsall were soon on the attack and their pos¬ 
itive approach was rewarded after 15 minutes. 
DK spilled the ball on halfway. It was quickly 
gathered and some fine passing put Fearnhead 
away on a 40-metre try scoring run, with West¬ 
on’s conversion giving his team a 7-3 lead. 

As half time approached Walsall had a rare bit 
of luck when the visitors dropped a pass on half 
way. Williamson gathered and set off, chased by 
four defenders, on a superb 45-metre run which 
saw him dive over near the corner flag. 

Confidence 

The hosts must have felt confident at half time 
as they had coped well with the opposition’s at¬ 
tack and had launched several threatening coun¬ 
ter attacks. 

But this confidence was shattered during the 
first 15 minutes of the second half. Walsall, for 
the first time in the match, were slow up in de¬ 
fence, and they were soon punished as the visi¬ 
tors scored three tries during this period. Fildes 
was driven over after a lineout and then fly half 
Huggins put Tomkins and Shillingford through 
for tries. 

Another DK attack was stopped when winger 
Dave Pitt intercepted and ran in a try from half 
way to give his team a much needed boost of con¬ 
fidence. This closed the gap to five points with 
just ten minutes left, during which Walsall had 
their chances to secure their first win of the sea¬ 
son at Delves Road. 

The closing stages of the game saw the DK 
centre breakthrough once more and scored his 
second try with Tompkins adding his third con¬ 
version. 

It was, however, pleasing to see the hosts score 
their fourth try, courtesy of some superb rugby 
and finished by Pitt, during the final minute 
of the match and secure their deserved bonus 
points. 

This Saturday the team travel to play Here¬ 
ford. 


Hat-trick achieved in tough clash 



Jordan Allwood wins the ball for Wednesbury (black and white) at a lineout 


Cannock 12 Wednesbury 18 

FIXTURES against Cannock are 
usually tough, physical games - 
and this was no exception. 

At the corresponding fixture 
at the beginning of the season 
Wednesbury lost at home, but 
this was a different game and a 
different Wednesbury side, who 
had won their last two and were 
looking to make it a hat-trick. 

Wednesbury began the game 
kicking down the slope, but it was 
Cannock who took an early lead 
kicking a penalty after only three 


minutes. Within the space of a 
couple of minutes Wednesbury 
were awarded two penalties, both 
successfully converted by Marcus 
Taylor in his first game back after 
a long absence. 

From a scrum, Wednesbury 
got their first try. No 8 Dale 
Doughty picked up the ball and 
drove through the Cannock de¬ 
fence and over the line. From the 
restart Cannock were awarded a 
penalty which they successfully 
converted. 

Cannock started the second 


half well using the slope to their 
advantage they were awarded two 
penalties in the first ten minutes 
which they successfully converted 
to give them a slender lead. 

Midway through the half 
Wednesbury’s Ben Baker received 
the ball in the Cannock half and 
went on a jinking run, evading 
desperate tackles to go over the 
line for Wednesbury’s second try, 
Marcus Taylor added the con¬ 
version to give the lead back to 
Wednesbury, which they clung 
onto. 


Crulseraveight Keane to make ring return 


WALSALL cruiserweight king Chris Keane makes 
a belated return to the ring in Birmingham next 
month. 

The former ABA & Nations amateur champion 
hopes to make a big statement following an 18- 
month injury lay-off. 

Also on the ‘Firepower’ card at The Venue, 
Icknield Port Road, Edgbaston on February 27 will 
be Coventry’s super featherweight champion Troy 
James. 

James is the mandatory challenger for Liam 
Walsh’s British and Commonwealth titles and will 
challenge for the two straps later this year. Birming¬ 
ham trio, light middleweight Jordan Clayton, feath¬ 
erweight prospect Paul Holt, and lightweight Waqas 
Mohammed also feature, while the Coventry duo of 
heavyweight Dilly Singh and super lightweight Mi¬ 
chael Green will make their pro bows. 

Fellow Coventry fighter, welterweight James ‘The 
Full Monty’ Montgomery, completes the line-up. 

Tickets are £35 or £60 VIP ringside. Call 07772 


Boxing 


503 432. Doors open at 6.30pm with the first bell 
at 7.30 

The Scott Quigg v Carl Frampton World Title 
Fight takes place on the same night and will also be 
shown on big screens. 

Meanwhile, unbeaten Halesowen boxer Lennox 
Clarke tops the bill in a Walsall Town Hall card 
next month. 

Clarke, yet to lose in nine bouts, has barely 
dropped a round since turning professional 26 
months ago, but faces a tough task against Harlow’s 
Richard Horton in an eagerly-anticipated eight- 
round clash on February 19. and is aiming to make 
2016 a big year. 

Hatton Promotions and Black Country Boxing 
are joining forces again to bring the top class boxing 
show to the area. 

The promotional outfits hosted three successful 


events during the final months of last year and will 
pick up where they left off at Walsall Town Hall 
with a nine fight card - jam-packed with undefeated 
boxers. 

The heavy-handed Clarke tops the bill. But the 
seasoned Horton will be a tough test. 

Horton, aged 34, has won nine of his 14 fights and 
has contested a title on no less than three occasions. 

Also featuring on the undercard of ‘Undefeated’ 
are the Ricky Hatton-trained trio of Wednesbury’s 
Sam Evans, Nathan Gorman, from Nantwich and 
Market Harborough’s Reuben Arrowsmith. All are 
back in action against as yet to be confirmed oppo¬ 
nents. 

Also appearing are West Bromwich heavyweight 
Matt Gorman, highly-rated Swadlincote prospect 
Zach Parker, Old Hill’s stylish Manny ‘Pac Man’ 
Zaber, Stoke’s Kieran McLaren and Birmingham 
puncher Luke Heron Walker. 

General admission tickets are £30, VIP ringside 
at £60 and can be purchased on 0845 111 2900. 


Unbeaten 47 
Harris is 
right on cue 
for leaders 

JACK Harris was the star turn as 
Premier Division leaders St Johns 
snatched victory from the jaws of 
defeat in the Aldridge & District 
Snooker League. 

The undefeated Harris rolled in 
a season-best break of 83 to help 
spark a dramatic fightback after 
the table-toppers had found them¬ 
selves trailing 2-0 to Pelsall Social 
A. Harris started the comeback 
with Riley Parsons, who has also 
yet to taste defeat the season, then 
squaring the match at 2-2. 

The experienced Mick Faulkner 
clinched the decider to maintain St 
Johns’ unbeaten record. 

Second-placed Cannock Cons B 
closed the gap between themselves 
and St Johns to nine points with a 
4-1 home victory against Stafford 
Road A. 

Reigning champions Wednesfield 
Cons A are third following a com¬ 
fortable 4-1 win against bottom 
club Ogley Hay. 

The top two in Division One 
went head-to-head and sec¬ 
ond-placed Stafford Road B wiped 
out leaders Bentley Moor A’s four- 
point advantage with a 3-2 home 
success. 

Bloxwich Men B tightened their 
grip on third place with a 4-1 tri¬ 
umph at Golden Cue C, while 
Darlaston Cons are still in the pro¬ 
motion hunt after edging out base¬ 
ment boys Birchills 3-2. 

Results - Premier Division: Aldridge Cons B1 Q 
Bar A 4; Bloxwich Memorial A 4 Fishley Park 1; 

Cannock Cons B 4 Stafford Road A 1; Lea Hall 
Club 1 Golden Cue A 4; Old Hall 3 Landywood 
SC A 2; St Johns SC 3 Pelsall Social A 2; Wed¬ 
nesfield Cons A 4 Ogley Hay 1. 

Division 1: Aldridge Cons C 1 Wednesfield 
Cons B 4; Darlaston Cons 3 Birchills 2; Golden 
Cue C 1 Bloxwich Memorial B 4; Landywood 
SC B 3 Amery 2; Q Bar B 2 Essington WMC 3; 

Stafford Road B 3 Bentley Moor A2; Athenaeum 
Club 3 Norton Vic 2; Bentley Moor B 3 Victoria B 
2. 

Lockmen fall 
to defeat with 
just nine men 

Willenhall Town 1 Bilston Town 4 

WILLENHALL played more than 
half the game with nine men as they 
slipped to a 4-1 home defeat to Bil¬ 
ston Town. 

The Lockmen had two sent off in 
this West Midlands (Regional) Pre¬ 
mier Division game before the whis¬ 
tle had gone for the end of the first 
half. Matt Dove was dismissed on 25 
minutes for flicking his foot out and 
Adam Holliday was dismissed in in¬ 
jury time. 

It was against the run of play that 
the visitors went in front, Naveed 
Arshad producing a superb strike 
into the roof of the net on 38 min¬ 
utes to mark his debut with a goal. 

A Mike Robertson free-kick 
brought Willenhall level but they 
were only on parity for five minutes 
before Arshad doubled his tally with 
a fierce shot from close in that Ben 
Holden blocked but still had the 
power to hit the back of the net. 

Former Willenhall man Paul 
Holden rubbed salt into the wounds 
by scoring a fourth deep into stop¬ 
page time. 

Quick goals 
prove enough 
for visitors 

Darlaston Town (1874) 0 Shifnal 2 

TWO second-half goals in as many 
minutes saw Darlaston Town (1874) 
go down at home to Shifnal last Sat¬ 
urday. 

Shifnal struck twice shortly after 
the hour mark in the West Mid¬ 
lands (Regional) Division One game 
through Toby Lumbard and Will 
Wells. 

Leon Taylor missed a first-half 
opening for Mark Wells’ side as both 
sides acclimatised to the tough play¬ 
ing conditions. 

The visitors’ breakthrough came 
17 minutes into the second half as 
substitute Craig Love played in 
Lumbard who swivelled and fin¬ 
ished well from the penalty spot. 

Moments later, Wells rose to head 
home Tom Hills’ right-sided cross to 
seal the points. 
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Top scorers 
are halted 
by the Pics 

Rushall Olympic 1 Nantwich 0 

RUSHALL Olympic became the first 
team this season to stop Nantwich Town 
from scoring in the league - beating 
them 1-0 at Dales Lane. 

Nantwich showed early on why they 
are top scorers in the league, fashion¬ 
ing a chance for Josh Hancock to head 
against the bar from Liam Shotton’s 
cross. 

Jake Heath scuffed a 20-yard shot 
wide of the target for Pics but Nantwich 
came close again, hitting the bar for a 
second time through Jon Moran, again, 
from a Shotton cross. 

However, it was the hosts who took 
the lead in the 36th minute thanks 
to Alex Reid, who glanced in a diving 
header from Malachi Lavelle-Moore’s 
cross. 

Dominated 

The same two players combined again 
and almost made it 2-0 as Reid got up 
well to meet Lavelle-Moore’s cross, but 
headed the ball just wide this time. 

Josh Gordon forced Ryan Price into a 
save midway through the second half as 
the Dabbers started to dominate posses¬ 
sion in what were atrocious conditions. 

Lavelle-Moore came close with an¬ 
other header for the hosts before Price 
did well to keep out Sean Cooke and then 
substitute Tom Fishaer. 

Despite the away side’s dominance in 
possession, Nantwich couldn’t get past a 
resolute Pics defence and suffered their 
third loss in four games. 

Richard Sneekes’ Rushall side, how¬ 
ever, have won three in three in 2016. 
Rushall: Price, Christophorou, Wilkinson (Walters 38), 
Tolley, Duggan, Townsend (Brown 46), Heath, Taylor, 
Lavelle-Moore, McKenzie, Reid. Subs not used: Dudley, 
Delaney, Smith 

Nantwich: Smith, White, Thornton (Kosylo 60), Moran, 
Harrison, Osbourne (Fishaer 74), Hancock, Gordon, 
Shotton, Cooke, Short. Subs not used: Bailey, Bourne, 
Burzinski. Att: 198 

Championship club 
bid for Bradshaw 
denied by O'Driscoll 

BOSS Sean O’Driscoll has dismissed 
claims Walsall have rejected a bid for 
star striker Tom Bradshaw. 

Reports emerged that the Saddlers 
turned down an offer from an unnamed 
Championship side, widely rumoured to 
be Birmingham City. 

It was also reported the Walsall hier¬ 
archy were bracing themselves for a sec¬ 
ond, improved bid. 

But O’Driscoll was adamant no offer 
for the 23-year-old forward had been re¬ 
ceived. 

“There is no truth a bid has been 
made,” O’Driscoll said. “The club in¬ 
forms me of all offers and nobody has 
rung to say anything.” 

O’Driscoll believes the January 
transfer window often gets over hyped 
for teams playing outside the Premier 
League but admitted it’s a busy period. 

“Teams are wary of losing players, but 
it’s not crucial you bring someone in. 

“Nobody has told me of any interest 
in our players. We live in a world of 
agents, chief executives and phone calls 
but nothing has been brought to my at¬ 
tention.” 


instructors belt up to make the grade 


TWO Walsall Elite Martial Arts instructors have 
passed their Black Belt grading in Bristol. 

Tim Sheward was promoted to 1st degree black 
belt and Elliott Martin and Gian Singh were both 
promoted to 2nd degree black belt, in front of the 
Tae Kwon Do Association of Great Britain com¬ 
mittee. 

Walsall EMA then went on to compete in two 
of the remaining major Tae Kwon Do champion¬ 
ships of the year North Midlands Championships 
and the British Championships. 

Singh and senior instructor Emily Arms 
smashed their way into the finals at the North 
Midlands Championships. Both competed in the 


Martial Arts 


open weight black belt sparring and patterns di¬ 
vision. 

Emily took the gold and the title as women’s 
black belt open weight sparring and patterns 
champion. Gian settled for the silver in the men’s 
open weight sparring and patterns division. 

Both instructors again shone at the British 
Championships as chief instructor Jason Rowley 
took on the current world champion in the men’s 
heavyweight black belt division, finishing in third 
place and claiming the bronze. Emily, Jason’s 


sister, continued her good form into the British 
championships, taking two bronze places in the 
ladies black belt heavyweight point stop division 
and ladies tag team sparring division respectively. 

Walsall EMA rounded off the year with the last 
colour belt grading in which 18 students were 
successfully promoted to their respected new Kup 
grade by 8th degree master Paul Donnelly. 

Walsall EMA have a full calendar of events 
leading into 2016 and are recruiting new students 
for judo, kickboxing, Tae Kwon Do, ladies Fab- 
FITness or Tigers classes. Call Emily on 07971 
196676 or email emily@walsallelitemartialarts. 
co.uk for more information. 


SADDLERS PLOT 
ANOTHER SCALP 


WALSALL will target yet an¬ 
other win over Championship 
opposition after being handed 
a trip to either Huddersfield 
Town or Reading in the FA Cup 
fourth round. 

Saturday’s win over former boss 
Dean Smith’s Brentford was the Sad¬ 
dlers’ third triumph this term against 
second-tier opponents, having previ¬ 
ously dumped Nottingham Forest and 
Brighton out of the Capital One Cup. 

Sean O’Driscoll’s men are enjoying their best 
run in the competition for a decade and could end 
up against a familiar face for the second round 
running, this time in the shape of winger Jamie 
Paterson. 

The 24-year-old, who came through the youth 
ranks at the Banks’s, is currently on a sea¬ 
son-long loan at Huddersfield from Forest. 

Meeting 

Paterson was on target as the Terriers played 
out a 2-2 draw with the Royals on Saturday. The 
two sides meet again next week in a replay to de¬ 
cide who will host the Saddlers, with the tie due 
to take place over the weekend of January 30/31. 

Boss O’Driscoll has meanwhile confirmed he 
will hold a meeting with his players in the near 
future to assess how they move forward with 
their promotion push. 

The former Forest and Doncaster Rovers boss 
has had his players in to train on Sundays at 
previous clubs, with that one of the topics up for 
discussion. 

“It’s a difficult one because there are so many 
tangibles at this club,” O’Driscoll said. “I am 
used to going in on a Sunday but the players ha¬ 
ven’t done it all year and footballers are quite 
superstitious. 

“We set a points target for five games and we 
are a point off it heading into Coventry (on Tues¬ 
day night). After that game I think we need to 
look at what we do for the rest of the season. 

“But I am really wary of upsetting anything. 
It’s a good opportunity after five games to look 
at what needs to change and what doesn’t need 
to change.” 



Win over old boss so sweet 


On-loan George Evans takes a pot shot at the Bees goal during the win over Brentford 


Brentford 0 Saddlers 1 

VICTORIES don’t get much sweeter than this. 
For anyone in any doubt, just ask one of the 
1,600 Saddlers fans who made the trip to see 
their side overcome Dean Smith’s Brentford. 

It’s been just six weeks since Smith opted to 
relinquish his duties at the Banks’s Stadium 
for a crack at the Championship. 

But there was only one team at the races 
once referee Andy Davies got proceedings 
under way at Griffin Park. 

Determined not to start sluggishly - as they 
did in defeat to Rochdale - Walsall flew out of 
the blocks with the plan of boss Sean O’Driscoll 


to line them up in a midfield diamond working 
to perfection. 

The tenacity, determination and sheer qual¬ 
ity of Walsall’s play meant when they took the 
lead in the 35th minute, it was richly deserved. 
Best of all, they did in front of the rip-roaring 
away support with a wonder strike from Man- 
tom. 

With the quality at their disposal, includ¬ 
ing Walsall-born Ryan Woods, the Bees were 
always going to press hard for an equaliser in 
the second half. 

But step forward the imperious Chambers 
and goalkeeper Neil Etheridge who refused to 
let them past. 


Baxendale’s 
tempted by 
Stags stay 

WALSALL’S James Baxendale could be 
tempted to make his loan move to Mans¬ 
field permanent. 

The 23-year-old attacking midfielder 
joined The Stags on a one-month emer¬ 
gency loan on Saturday and then went 
on to score on his debut as his new side 
overcame Stevenage 2-1. 

Baxendale has played more than 100 
games for the Saddlers since joining 
from Doncaster Rovers back in 2012. 

But he has been restricted to just one 
start and five substitute appearances 
this season. 

“On a personal level my season at 
Walsall hasn’t really got going,” said 
Baxendale, who hails from south York¬ 
shire. “The team is flying. I have been 
involved every week with the squad. But 
with Walsall top of the league there hav¬ 
en’t been too many opportunities for me 
to stake a claim.” 

Baxendale admitted he would be in¬ 
terested in a longer stay at the One Call 
Stadium. 

“I’m fairly local and with the position 
the team are in in the league, it certainly 
interests me. 

“It was a move I was made aware of 
earlier last week and when I found out 
about it I was keen to get done,” he 
added. “I know a few of the lads here so 
I always keep an eye on the results. 

“I know Mitch Rose from Doncaster 
and Mai Benning and Craig Westcarr 
who were both at Walsall. 

“I spoke to them on the phone, about 
the club and how it works. 

“They spoke very highly about the 
team and of the manager.” 

Meanwhile, Walsall club officials are 
working with Doncaster to re-arrange 
their League One clash which was due to 
take place on January 30. The game has 
been postponed because of the Saddlers’ 
interest in the FA Cup. 

Unbeaten school 
team romps to title 

A SCHOOL football team has raced to 
the league title without dropping a sin¬ 
gle point. 

The u-13 team at Shire Oak Academy 
won all five matches to lift the Walsall 
Schools League. 

They scored 42 goals, conceding only 
nine. There were home victories against 
Shelfield and Aldridge, plus away victo¬ 
ries at Brownhills, Blue Coat and a huge 
14-1 win against Joseph Leckie. 

Coach and PE teacher at Shire Oak 
Academy Colin Hall said: “It’s an in¬ 
credible achievement for the lads to win 
their league and also do it without drop¬ 
ping a single point. I’m really proud of 
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